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368 Ti is the Trade of i a certain Herd 
„ of Scriblers, to pick up all the 
ol Objections, which have been 
urged againſt any part of the E- 
Pa SPabliſh d Government of the 
Church of England, and to retail 
them out to we Public, from Time to Time, 5 
new and unanſwered. 
This Conduct muſt proceed either from great 
Ignorance, or greater Inſincerity. If They do 
not know that theſe Objections have received 
their Anfiers, I pity their Ignorance; but muſt 
inform Them, that They ought to know what bas 
been doing, and to read the proper Books, be- 
fore They pretend to write vpon the Subject. If 
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4 The Church of En gland vindicated, &o, 
They do know that theſe Pleas have been anſiuer- 


ed an hundred Times over, They are guilty of tbe 


greateſt In/mcerity; and ought to bluſh (if They 


can bluſh) thus to republiſh the ſame trite and 
flale Pretences, without taking any Notice of the 


Rephes which have been made. 
They are not very complaiſant to the Public, 


whilſt they ſuppoſe Them to be as ignorant as 


Themſelves, and to know no more of the Matter 
than juſt what They are pleaſed to tell Them; nor 
do They pay a better Compliment to their Cauſe, 
whilſt They make the Strength of it depend upon 
the Ve 7 ab af their Readers. 

But, there are Mountebanks in Controverſy 
as well as in Phyfic, their Packets are alike pre- 


fared for the Populace, and the Succeſs of their 


Trade depends upon their Cuſtomers ſwallowing - 
whatever the Doctor gives them. 

I was led into theſe Reflections, by reading 
ſome Weekly Papers, * on the Subject of Sub- 
ſcription to the XXXIX Articles of Religion, 

which ſeem to be the Compoſition of ſuch an Ope- 
= as I have mentioned. 

The OLD WHId is a Writer, conſider'd in 


Himſelf, who deſerves no regard; but his Obje- 


ctions, old and anſwered as they are, are yet 


the common Topics of Harangue and Declama- 


tion, with the young and gay part of the World; 
Who, as ſoon as They come out into it, ſet Them- 
ſelves up for Cenſors both of Church and State; 
Who think it I, and nart, to talk of 
Liberty 


. The Old Whig, or, Conſiſtent Proteſtant, Numb. 1315 
13.37. 


The Church of England vindicated, &. 5 
Liberty and Freedom of Thought, and to ridi- 
cule thoſe tif” pedantick Fellows of the Church, 
who would u/arp Dominion over their Faith 
and their Conſcience; "T's becoming the fine Ges 
nii, the Bel Efprits of the Age, to break off the 
Shackles which theſe Reverend Tyrants have put 
upon Them. This young Set of Reformers, 
who deal but little in Thinking, and ſeldom 
read but in a Coffee-Houſe, have, in this Letter- 
Writer, the Common-Place Arguments raked 
and ſcraped together, ready for their Uſe, new 
vamp'd, and fitted to the modern modiſh Way 
of declainiing againſt the Church and Clergy, 
interlarded with Scandal and Scurrility, which 
are to paſs for Wit. And I doubt not, but ma- 
ny a fine Gentleman has been equipp'd from 
hence, and qualified to appear with an Eclat at 
the next Club. —— It may not be therefore im- 


proper to throw out ſome Antidhte to his Poi- 
97. | | 5 8 a 
And if this Cla/s of People will for once ſpare 
Time to read a few Pages, They may here be ap- 
prized, that, when They are repeating, with 
the Applauſe of the Circle, the borrawed Scraps 
of the Old Whig and ſuch Kind of Writers, They 
are only telling old Stories, and may diſcover in- 
to the Bargain, what an Ignoramus of a Maſter 
They have been following. Take the following 
Remarks on this Author and his Lueubrations. 
He begins his Speech, with acquainting you 
what this dreadful Diſtemper is which calls for 
his Skill, the dangerous Diſeaſè of Prieft-Craft, 
that Labes Britannica, gn ſo oppreſſes the 


6 The Church of England vindicated, &c. 
good Chriſtian People of this Land, diſcovering 
itſelf more eſpecially in thoſe Horrible XXXIX 
Articles, to which, Subſcription 1s required, 
from All Prieſis and Miniſters under the Degree 
of a Biſbop, by an Act of the 13th Els. and 
confirm'd by the 5th 9 Anne, which declares 
that it ſhall remain, and be in full Force for 
ur. |. th 
Now, by the Way, if this be any Craft, it 
is not Prieſt-Craft, but State-Craft; ſince it is 
not an Act of Prieſts, but an A& of Parlia- 
ment which requires this Subſcription to the 
XXXIX Articles. — However, Priefi-Craft it 
muſt be; the Doctor will perſuade you that 
you have this Diſtemper, whether you will or 
not, that He may have an Opportunity of cram- 
ming his Grand Reftorative down your Throats; 

to the Retail of which He proceeds, by firſt lay- 
ing before you, with deep Compaſſion and Con- 
cern, that it is acknowledged even by ſome 
Prieſts Themſebves. 


I. 


There are I know Many of the Clergy of 

* our excellent Church, who think theſe Arti- 

ce cles a grievous Impofition; and with either 

© that there was no Subſcription at all impoſed 

* on them, or at leaſt that the Terms of the 

© Subſcription were left more general and 
% open*”.—And Who doubts it? What if He 
knew Many, who are Arians, Socinians, Derfts, 

„ „ 5 

* Old Whig, Numb. 321. Pag. 1. Col. f. EO 
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The Church of England vindicated, &c. 5 
and Latitudinarians? Such Men to be ſure 
would with, either that there was no Subſeripti- 
n at all required of Them, or that the Terms of 
the Subſcription were left more general and open; 
And Who does not ſee the Reaſon? For then 
the Way would be oper enough, to let Men of 
ſuch Principles into the publick Offices of the 
Church; by which Means They would have 
Opportunity of diſſeminating their Notions, 
and corrupting the Minds of Thoſe who ſhould 

fall under their (are. 
Io give the Men their Due, They act conſiſt- 
ently enough with their own Schemes, to wiſfi 
that the Church would thus let Them into her 
publick Offices; but then, for the very ſame 
Reaſon that They want to come in, the Church 
would act very inconſiſtently with her Princi- 
ples, if She was ſo complaiſant as to comply 
with their Requeſt: And They muſt be either 
very weak Themſelves, or think the Clergy ſo, 
to imagine They will ever come into ſuch a 

Scheme as would: be de/fruf#ive of the very Be- 
ing of their Society, and which They know is 
the very End and Defign for which the Scheme 
is calculated. RY, LY 

“ Gentlemen (ſay theſe i Petitioners) your 
XXXIX Articles are too particular, and too 
< plainly expreſſive of the Doctrines you hold, 
* to let in Us, who hold Doctrines directiy con- 
* trary to Yours, and ſubver/ive of your Reli- 
gion and Worſhip : And therefore, in Or- 
der that We may come into the public 
Offices of your Church, which ou never 

8 A 4 * deſign 
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8 The Church of England vindicated, &c. 

« defgn we ſhall, our humble Petition is, that 
% You would either require no Subſcription at 
< all from us, or elſe ſo alter the Terms of 
< your Subſeription, and leave them fo general 
and open, that even We Socimans, Arians, 
« Deifts, &c. may ſubſcribe: And We hope 
* You will make no Scruple of granting This; 
e ſince it is ſo ſmall a Requeſt, as only to pull 

% down thoſe Barriers which You ſet up on 
e purpcye to keep us out, that We may, contrary 
* to your Deſign and Intention, be admitted 


_ 


* 


into the Sacred Offices of your Society; as 


« ſoon as We are admitted into which, it is 
e our Deſign, and will be our conſtant Endea- 
vour, to root out all your Doctrines, and 
« eſtabliſh our own.” And is not This now 
a very modeſt Requeſt: ? Which fhall J admire 
in it moſt, the Folly, or the Impudence ! How- 
ever, when T hey bave obtained This, I'll tell 
Them of Another They ſhall make, v:2z. that 
the Clergy would throw away their Bibles, and 
ſubſcribe to another of Their making. 
Well, but it is © a grievous Impoſition— 

What is ſo ? Why, that Arians, Socinians, De- 
7/ts, Mahbometans ſhould not be admitted to be 


public Teachers in the Chriſtian Church ; for ſo 


it might really be, if this Man's Scheme was 
to take Place, vig. that there ſhould be 20 S 


feription at all required, or that the Terms 


thould be made more general and open. For 
Who ſhall judge when They are made open e- 
nough ? An Asian indeed will think em open 

enough, if a Man might be admitted, owning 
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Chriſt to be God, but left to underſtand the 
Word God as he pleaſes: But a Socinian 
would be for opening Them a little wider ſtill, 
ſo as to let in Such who eonfeſs Chriſt to be no 
more than a Prophet and a mere Man: And a 
Mahometan would defire They ſhould be opened 
wide enough to let in the Muf?;, and the 
Grand Seignor with all his Seragho : The very 
Name of Popery, I ſuppoſe, will frighten the 
Man out of his Wits ; and yet I'll let him 
into a Secret, that He is preparing a Scheme to 
let in the Pope and his whole Conclave. A very 
comprehenſive Scheme truly! What a motley 
Church would this Man erect for us! and what 
a goodly Proviſion has He made for the Edifi- 
cation - of the People ! One While this Thing 
would be taught as a Goſpel Truth, Another 
While It would be ſet aſide again; One Day They 
would be inſtructed in the Doctrine of Arms, 
Another in That of Sccinus, and Another 
in That of Mahomet; They muſt jumble 
the Bible and Alcoran together, and ſee what 
will come out of it; To-day They will be 
good Arians, and To-morrow good Muſfſelmans. 
—— Our Author may labour and ſtruggle 
as much as He pleaſes, But either This muſt 
be the Conſequence of his Scheme, or elſe the 
Church of England, in requiring Subſcription 
to her XXXIX Articles, exerciſes no other 
Power than what is right and reaſonable. For 
either the Latitude pleaded for muſt be univer- 
ſal, or particular; the Terms of the Articles 
muſt be made open enough to let in All of any 


Perſuaſion, or elſe They muſt be reſtrained to 
ſome 


* 
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ſome Particulars only. If the Articles are to 
be ſo open as to let in All of Any Perſuaſion, 
the Conſequence I mentioned is inevitable ; and 
if Any Set of Men, befides the Church herſelf, 
are to judge when the Articles are open enough, 
why not All? And fo this Man's Scheme will 
be that univerſal Comprehenſion, and infer the 
Conſequence before mentioned. But if the Ar- 
ticles are to be reſtrained, ſo as to admit only 
Such as hold particular Doctrines, then who 
has a Right to reſtrain them, but the Church 
herjelf? And to what particular Doctrines 
ſhould the Church of England require Sub- 
ſcription, but to her own ?———It is worth re- 
membring, that All theſe Gentlemen who 
call out upon the Church for Liberty, Latitude, 
and Comprehenſion, tho' Each of very diffe- 
rent Opinions, yet really mean, Each of them, 
no more than ſuch a Latitude as will compre- 
hend Themſefves. You will be much deceived 
if you think otherwiſe ; and however compre- 
Benſive the Scheme is which They ſeem to plead 
for, as a plauſible Pretence, yet They are not 
in reality ſo abſurd as to deſign fuch a Scheme; 
but if They once ſhould get the Power into their 
Hands, would ſoon ſhew you that the Compre- 
henfjon was at an End. „ 
If therefore the Church of England hath that 
Right, which All other religious Societies of 
what Perſuaſion ſoever would claim, a Right of 
determining who ſhall, and who ſhall not be 
admitted into the Offices of Rulers, and 
publick Teachers in their Society; and if an 
HE m. 


ts Eos Ae. EE. 20 


which are eſſential to a Society — 
among Others, It muſt be inveſted with the 
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univerſal Comprehenſion be abſurd, and defru- 
ctive of the very Being of All Societies; and She 
conſequently thinks it agreeable to common 
Senſe, and common Prudence, to admit None 
but Such as hold one Faith and Religion with Her; 


then, in requiring Subſcription to her XXXIX 


Articles She does no more than what is right, 
and juſtifiable, and what every Religious So- 
ciety would, and muſt do, in order to preſerve 
its very Being. 

The Church is a Society of Men——There- 
fore muſt be inveſted with all thoſe Powers 
Therefore, 


Power to preſerve ztſelf from Enemies, dome- 
ſtic as well as foreign - and as it is a Rel;- 
grous Society, and conſequently the Promotion 
of Religion its proper End, therefore, it muſt 
have a Power to preſer ve and Promote Religion; 
otherwiſe, it has not a Power eſſential to a Re- 
{1g10us Society, vi. to preſerve itſelf. ' And 
ce ſince Whoſoever hath a Right to the Eud, 
e muſt have a Right alſo to uſe thoſe Means 
« which are neceflary and conducive to that 
« End; it is a farther Conſequence, that the 


„Church may juſtly uſe all the proper Means 


* 


of its Preſervation: And therefore, if the de- 
manding Subſcriptions {hall appear to be ne- 
ce ceſſary for this Purpoſe, It hath, and muſt 
have a Right to demand them. — As every 
** Society hath a Right to preſerve itſelf, ſo 
<« hath It of judging concerning thoſe Means, 


which are neceſſary for its Preſervation; and, 
2 in 
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32 The Church of England vindicated, &e. 
« in conſequence of This, of fixing the Qualifi- 


ce cations of thoſe Officers, who are to be em- 
e played in ſupporting and defending it: From 
« whence it further appears, that It muſt have 
<« a Right to preſcribe proper Te/ts of theſe Qua- 
« lifications: And if Sub/cr:ption to à certain 
« Scheme of Doctrines ſhall appear to be ſuch 
e A proper Teſt, then the Church, as a Society, 
“ muſt have a Right to demand ſuch a Sub- 
« ſcription.” And as the Church is a Society 
inſtituted for the promoting and preſerving the 
Chriſtian Religion, which Religion conſiſts part- 
ly of Duties to be performed, and partly of Do- 

&rines to be received, © Care ſhould be taken 
e that the Duties and Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
<« be taught in their primitive Purity; and con- 
e ſequently, that Thoſe who officiate in the 
<« great Work of Teaching, be Such, as rightly 
«< underſtand, and firmly believe the ſeveral 
Truths of the Goſpel. — Now if the Ortho- 
% doxy of its particular Teachers be proper 
« Matter of the Church's Care, then muſt It 
« have a Right of preſcribing thoſe Tefts,where- 
« by this Orthodoxy may be made appear; 
* and conſequently, of framing a certain 
&* Scheme of Articles, as a Teſt of their religious 

= Mononey”” = 
Our Author tells us, that This is, The 
Exerciſe of an 4nreaſonable and undue Pow- 
| cc er.” 
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* See Dr. Conybeart's Caſe of Subſcription to Articles of Re- 
ligion confidered. A Sermon preached at Oxford, July 20. 1725. 
— p. 12, 13. Ed. 3. 
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The Church of England vindicated, &c. 1 3 
« er”.* Now He admits, a few Lines lower, 
that Every Man's own Convicfion and Judg- 


ce ent is to Him the Rule of His own Faith +”. 
And therefore He ought to know, that any 


Number of ee, Men, by being Joined toge- 


ther in a Religious Society, do not thereby 46% 
that Liberty which they had before. As every 
Man's own Convit1en and Fudgment is to Him 
the Rule of his own Faith, fo the Conviction 
and Fudgment of any Religious Society is to 
Them the Rule of Their own Faith: And as e- 
very Man's own Conviction and Judgment is 
to Him the Rule of his n Faith, fo every 


Man's own Conviction and Judgment is to Him 


the Rule of his 927 Conduct, in the Diſcharge 
of any Office and Truft committed to Him. 
The 8 therefore of this Society, to 
whom the important Truſt is committed of 


 ordaining Teachers in it, muſt conduct Them 


ſelves by the Rule of their own Convittion and 
Fudgment, in the Diſcharge of this Truſt ; un- 


leſs the Governors of the Church alone are not 
to act by the Rule of their o Conviftion and 


Judgment, which is allowed to be the Rule 
to every other Man, 
If therefore the Governors of this Society, 
to whom the Truſt is committed of ordaining 
Teachers in it, acting according to this Rule 
of their own Conviction and Judgment, are 
convinced and judge it neceſſary, to the due 

"a eir Truſt, and in order to pre- 


ſex ve 
} 


* Old 9 Numb. 131. p. 1. col. 1. 
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14 The Church of England vindicated, &c. 

ſerve the Truths of their Religion from Corrup- 
tion, and to maintain the Being of their So- 
ciety ; if, I ſay, They judge it neceſſary for theſe 
Ends, to admit None into the Office of public 
er but Such as hold the /ame Faith with 
the Society; and in Conſequence of This, to 
take proper Meaſures, in Order to be fattfied 
whether They, who offer Themſelves for ſuch 
Offices, are thus qualiſted or not; and if They 
are convinced, that framing a Set of Articles of 


Religion, and requiring Subſcription to them, 


is a proper Teſt, and neceſſary Method to diſco- 


ver This; then it is the Exerciſe of no unrea- 


enable Power, but is acting according to Rea- 


ſon, Prudence, and Conſcience, and their own: 
Conviftion and Judgment, the Rule which is 
contended for by every other Man. 

And Whoever aſſumes any Authority over the 
Members and Governors of ſuch Society, to 
oblige Them, or demand of Them, to make 


Choice, for their Inſtructors, of ſuch Perſons 
Who will preach Doctrines to Them which They 


do not believe, but diſregard, and reject as re- 
pugnant to Scripture; He is the Perſon who ex- 
erciſes an unreaſonable. and undue Power, in- 


vading the Liberty of the Society, and that 
| Right of private Fudement which is claimed to 


every private Man. 

This Writer aſſerts, that © it would be high- 
« ly preſumptuous in any ſingle Man to . 
** his own Opinions on Others, becauſe He is 


« not ſecure from Miſtake Himſelf. — 


Thou 
* Old Whig, Numb. 131. p. 1. col. 1. 


LOU 


= 


be Ele? This is to ſubject 


them. To ſee This, We muſt ſup 


Parties exerciſing the ſame Power. 
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Thou art the Man ! For what elſe does that 


Perſon do, who requires a Society to admit 


any Man to be their Teacher, in direct Oppo- 
fition to their Judgment and Conſcience, whilſt 
He profeſſes Doctrines which They look upon to 
Them to His Opi- 
nion, and to uſurp an arbitrary Power over 
Them. 

They therefore who plead for This, are 
guilty of the very Crime of which They accuſe 


the Church. Whilſt They cry out for Liberty 


ſo loudly for themſetves, They are Themſelves 


invading the Liberty of a whole Body; impoſing 
their Schemes of Government upon a whole So- 


city, and demanding of Them to deliver up 
their Judgment and their Conſcience to their 


Direction. 


He adds, © it muſt be equally preſumptuous 
“jn any Body of Men to make ſuch Impoſi- 
tions, becauſe No One is more infallible, be- 
* ing the Member of ſuch a Body | than He 
te was in his own private and 2 Capa- 
e any.” But it is no Conſequence that, 
becauſe Both are fallible, therefore it is as pre- 
ſumptuous in the Church, as in a fingle Man, to 
impoſe their Opinions upon Others, in the 
Manner in which the Church does impoſe 


poſe both 
Let us then 


imagine a Angle Man to demand Subſcription to 
Articles of Religion, as a Teſt of the Religious 
Opinions of another Perſon, which is the Pow. 


er 


by Old Whig, Numb. 131; P. 1. col. Yo 
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er the Church exerciſes, and what this Gentle- 


man is pleaſed to ſtile zmpoſing Opinions upon 
Others. Now the Reaſon why it is preſumptu- 
ous in a fingle Man to do This, is, not becauſe 
He may miſtake Himſelf, but becauſe He has 


no Right to do it; whereas the Church has a 
Neigbt to require Teſts of the Qualifications of 


Thoſe whom She admits to public Offices in the | 
Society, as it has been ſhewn.—So again it is 
prefſumptuous in any fingle Man to demand Ad. 
miſſion to the publick Offices of the Church, 
without giving an Account of his Religious 
Opinions, becauſe He has no Right to demand 
ſuch Admiſſion; but it is not prgſumptuous in 


the Church to 3 5 ſuch Perſons from pu. 


lic Offices, who refuſe to give Satigfaction in 
relation to their Faitb and Opinions, becauſe 
the Church hath a Right and Authority ſo to 
do.—'This is only a Specimen of our Author's 
Skill in drawing Conſequences; we ſhall have 
more of it before we have done. 

I ſhall proceed no further at preſentin examin- 


ing into the Leg:/lative Authority of the Church. 


The Subject hath been ſettled by ſeveral learned 
Hands, particularly the late Dr. Roo E Rs in his 

Diſcourſe of the viſible and inviſible Church, and 
his Review of that Diſcourſe, as alſo by Dr. 
STEBBINGIn his Rational Enquiry znto the proper 


Methods of ſupporting Chriſtianity, fafar as it con- 


cerns the Governors of the Church.“ Dr. Roc Rs 


| hath 


* As alſo by Dr. Conybeare, in his Sermon before quoted. 
And by Mr. Danes, in his Preface to the Weſtminſter Confe/- 
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hath ſo exhauſted the Subject, and handled all 
the ſeveral incidental Queſtions ariſing from 
it ſo accurately, ſo cloſely, and fo clearly, that, 
however Any one may differ from the Doctrine 
of thoſe Pieces, yet I will take upon me to 
3 Afay, that no Man ought to write upon the Sub- 
3 ject without reading them, nor, if he writes 

againſt the Power there claimed to the Chnrch, 
without anſwering them. Theſe therefore are 
what our Worthy Author ought to have looked 
into: | | 
If he found He could not anſwer them, He 
ſhould have kept his obj/ete Stuff to Himſelf : 
But, if upon Peruſal He thinks them inſufficient, 
I would adviſe Him, when He is next diſpoſed to 
divert Himſelf this way, to write a Reply to 
Dr. RoGtRs's Review. In the mean wide I 
ſhall think it ſufficient to obviate only ſuch 
Kind of Objections as He here produces. 
| Whether this Gentleman be one of the Cler- 
gy of our excellent Church, I know not ; but this 
I know, and He ought to know it too; that, if 
He be, it was incumbent upon Him to have in- 
formed Himſelf a little better concerning the 
Nature of Church Government, He ought to 
have been better verſed in the Controverſy into 
which He thruſts Himſelf, and to have laid in 
proper Materials before He ſet up his Trade. If 
He had done this, He muſt have been aſham'd, 
at this Time o'day, ſo ſolemnly to trum 
uþ ſuch old and pitiful Arguments, to whic 
Anſwers have been wrote, before He could 
read. 
B Men 
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Men of ſuch Principles may, if They pleaſe, 

= call Themſelves Clergy of our excellent Church; 
but our excellent Church owns no ſuch patch d 
and pre-bald Creatures, Who put us in 
Mind of Such only whom ws Author of 


Hudibras calls, 


n —— A mungrel diverſe Kind, 

| Cuerict᷑ before and Lay behind, 

1 A lawleſs Linſi-- MWolſie Brother, 

| A Half of one Order, half another. 


| The loudeſt Clamour againſt Creeds and Con- 
i " feſfions, generally come from Thoſe who had 
I} not the framing of them; and the chief Cauſe 
| of their Anger is, not becauſe they are uſeleſs, 


Theirs: For (as a ſerious Writer obſerves) © A 


change of this little Circumſtance would ſoon 


A 


e and Jenorance, and Impoſition, whereby They 
q < have rendered Compoſitions of this Nature 
[ “ ſo extremely terrible, and at once reconcile 
| them to Liberty, Religion, and Learning. *”, 


and Practice of theſe Malecontents, it is caly 
to diſcover, that the real Diſpute with Them is, 
| = 4 . there ſhall be Any Creeds or hes. 


| would venture a ſmall Wager with our Author, 
1 that his real Intention is, if he could gain his 
| Point and root up the Foundations of the 


* Preface to the Weſtminſter Coaſelin, p- 45. ed. . 


or bad in the general, but becauſe they are not 
diſſipate all the frightful Images of Tyranny 
And if We do but conſider the Principles 5 
I cles or not, but Who ſhall make them: And I 3 


Church, 


It 
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Church, to make Uſe of the very ſame — 


to build a Conventicle., 


LO 


on tn poſing Subſcriptions to Articles of Faith 
« js in itſelf the exerciſe of an unreaſonable 
« and undue Power. *. 

This Cenfure of the Power claim'd by the 
Chunk hath been ſpoken to; but I repeat the 
Paſſage as a Subject of this Remark, becauſe it 


contains an Inſinuation againſt the Governors 


of the Church, which is nothing but a Calum- 


ny, and falſe Repreſentation of Fad, in Order 


to decerve and prejudice an unwary Reader; 
and which it is therefore proper to detect here, 
becauſe the Author uſes the like Phraſe, and 
rings his Changes upon it, in Order to inſtil the 
ſame Prejudice, through the Courſe of his Pa- 
ers. 
l He calls the Method in which the Church of 
England requires Subſcription to her Articles 
Impoſing Subſcription to Articles of Faith.” 
Now, in common Speech, Inipoſing Sbſerip- 
tion to Articles of Faith, ſignifies a Neceſſity 
laid upon Men to profeſs their Belief of theſe 


Articles, whether They really believe them or 


not, againſt their Judgment and their Con- 


ſcience. That He means thus to repreſent the 


Matter is evident from many Places of his Pa- 
pers F ; and that his Deſign is to decezve, and 


4 put 
* Old Whig, Numb. 131. p. 1. col. 1. | 
+ Numb. 134. p. 1. col. 1. Numb. TIP p. 1. col. 2 and 3. 
Ibid. p. 2. col. 1, 


20 The Church of England vindicated, &c. 
put a Trick upon his Readers is as evident, be- 
cauſe He muſt know, unleſs he is totally igno- 7 
| rant of the plaineſt Things, that his Repreſen- 
[| tation is falſe. on | — 
[| What therefore does the Man mean by In- 
| Foſing ? Where, pray Sir, is this undue Power 
{ either claim'd, or exerciſed, except in your own . 
l Head? Is there any Necęſſity laid upon Any 7 
j! one to receive theſe Articles as Truth, whether 
f He thinks them ſo or not? Is there any Ohlii- | 
lj gation laid upon Men to believe, what their 
1 own Reaſon and Judgment will not permit Them 
=_ to believe? Or to act any otherwiſe than as 
i! their own Conſcience directs them? No ſuch #=+ 
| Thing. Particular Explications of a Doctrine / 
il are propounded, but not 7mpoſed. They who of- { 
fer for Admiſſion to any public Office, are [ 
asked to ſubſcribe the XXXIX Articles of Reli. [ 
gion; that is, They are deſired to d:/cover, by Þ? 4 
fubſeribing or refiiſing to ſubſcribe them, whe- f 
ther They already believe them, or not. If They 1 
ſubſeribe, and thereby declare that They do be- D 
lieve them, They are admitted; if They refuſe t 
to ſubſcribe, and thereby to diſcover whether : 


They believe them or not, They are excluded. Þ 
This is the whole of the Matter, wherein there 
is no Inpoſition. The very Nature of a Jet, : 
as This is, is not to mpoſ Opinions upon Any. ® * 
Man, but to diſcover what their Opinions are; te 
not to lay any Force upon their private Fudg- 

ment, but to bring their private Judgment 10 
Light, A Conſent to ſuch and ſuch Doctrines 
jt is indeed required, as a Qualification for Ads. 
| | miſſion 7} -# 


dit | * 
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miſſion into any Office as public Teachers; but 
if They, who offer themſelves, do not believe 
them, They are ſtill at Liberty to /ef it alone; 
They are not ohliged to believe, or act any other- 


3 wiſe than as their Conſcience directs Them; They 


may neither believe, nor ſubſcribe; Nobody does, 


or can forceThem. Indeed if They do not, They 


cannot be admitted into any Office of public 
teaching; Nor is it reaſonable They ſhould ; un- 


leſs They who are to be Judges of their Qua- 
ifications, are to be directed by the Judgment 


and Conſcience of the Candidates, and not by 
Their own X. | 


Here is no attempting to force Any Man to 


believe the XXXIX Articles. As to the Per- 
ſons. who are Candidates, it is only interrogating 
Them, and requiring Them fo declare, whether 
They do believe them or not. And as to the 


People, it is only taking Care to provide Them 


ſuch Teachers, as will inſtruct Them in no 
Doctrines contrary to thoſe, which a ſelect 
Number of learned and conſcientious Men in 


the Church, duly appointed for that Purpoſe, 


have, after folemn and mature Deliberation, 


determined to be, according to their Judgment 


and Conſcience, the true Chriſtian Doctrines— 
So that all the 7mpo/ing I can ſee at preſent, is 
this Author's impoſing upon his Readers, by 


falſe Suggeſtions, and Mijrepreſentation of F. acts. 


This was proper to be noted here, becauſe 
our Honeſt Author makes great uſe of this Inſi- 
: = _ _nuation, 


= Compare S7eb4ing's Rational Enquiry, Sc. C. 2. p. 3%, 
40. ed. 'O 2 ? * * 


& 
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nuation, which We ſhall have frequent Occa- 


ſion to deny; and the denial of which is ſuffi- 
ent to overthrow many formidable Argu- 
ments 

It may likewiſe be mentioned here, to pre- 
vent the Objection, that it is true, theſe Tz ſts 
of their Religious Opinions are not only re- 


quired of Perſons at their Ordination to the 


Office of the Miniſtry, but are, upon ſeveral 
Occaſions of Admiſſion into public Offices and 
Preferment in the Church, to be repeated by 
Them. 

It may therefore be obſerved, that, though 
theſe Te/ts may not be neceſſary in 6 þig h a De- 


gree at ſuch Times, as at the u e e to 


the Office of the Miniſtry, yet neceſſary They 
are. 
For it ſhould be remember'd, that as None 


but the Clergy are required to give ths Teft of 


their Religious Opinions; fo the Reaſon why 


| They are required to give it is, becauſe They are 
Teachers x. Whenever therefore They are to 
enter into any ew Office, in which Teaching is 


always ſuppoſed one Branch of their Duty, 65 
as Teachers, it is neceſſary upon this Occaſion 
that They ſhould repeat Subſcription. They 
may have changed their Opinions ſince their 


former Subjeription ; and if fo, it would be 
highly improper and indecent, to admit Them - 
Into other public Offices, and advance Them to 


Higher Stations in the Church, when, at the 
ſame time, _ — Doctrines contrary to 


what 


* See the Act 13 Z/iz. which requires | Subſcription, &c. 
1 
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what That Church holds. Beſides the Abſur- 
dity of the Thing itſelf, it would be giving 
2 Countenance to ſuch Opinions, and recommend. 
ing them to the People. And the Teachers 
2 Themſelves, as Such, would, by Means of their 
ne Office, be able to propagate their Notions 


with greater Authority, and Advantage It 
is therefore proper, and neceſſary to require a 
Repetition of the Sub/cription, on all ſuch Oc- 
caſions. It is a wiſe Proviſion which the 
Church has made, in order to ſecure herſelf, 
as far as poſſible, from admitting into her pub- ; 
lic Offices, from Time to Time, all ſuch Perſons 
who would ſubvert her Doctrine, and Diſci- 


pline, 


mm 


Our Author, having told you that He knows 
Z Many of the Chrey of our excellent Church who 
are againſt Sub/cription to the XXXIX Arti- 


3 cles, introduces what He hath further to ſay 


4 with telling you, that © upon this Subject 
They make uſe of ſuch kind of Arguments 
3 © as theſe 
He would have you believe, that Theſe: are 

All Arguments made uſe of by the Clergy of our 
excellent Church; and ſo perhaps they may by 
*#Z Thoſe who are 2 Acquaintance : But as to the 
2 generality of the Clergy, I dare ſay They know 

the Weakneſs of them, and would be aſhamed 
L mo Mw 


Old Whig, Numb. 131. P. 1. col. 1. 
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to bring /uch Kind of Arguments as Theſe *, 
which are ſuited only to /uch kind of Underſtand- 


ings as our Author's, who no doubt has pic d 
them 


— 


* Tt is the common Method of Deifts, Freethinkers, and La- 
titudinarians, to uſher in their Arguments againſt Re/igion, and 
their Calumny and Abuſe of the Church and Clergy, under the 
perſonated Character of AClergyman. They who ſo exclaim a- 
gainſt Prieficraft, muſt not be angry when They are told in Re. 
turn, that This is a Piece of Laycraſt, and a very wicked one too. 
What muſt We think of the Morality of thefe Men, which yet 
They pretend to have ſo great a Value for, when We ſee They 
can print, and publiſh, a ſolemn, deliberate Lie, in the Face of 
the whole Nation. For a Lie it 1s. That which makes any 
Falſpood a Lit, is its being injurtoufly deceitſul; and This Practice 
is injuriouſly deceitful, becauſe it throws a Scandal upon the 
Clergy, and gives a fa//e Notion of Them; by making the 
World believe, that One of that Body, was the Author of a wick- 
ed, or abuſive Book, when He was not; and allo by miſleading 
the People, who may perhaps have a greater Regard to what 
is ſaid in ſuch a Book, when They believe it comes from a Cler- 

man. 

One of theſe Craſiſmen publiſhed, not long ſince, a Shilling 
Pamphlet, entituled, I Diſſuaſi oe from entring into Holy Orders, 
which 1s ſtuffed with Reffections on the Church, and groſs A- 
buſe of the Clergy ; and This you are told, in the Title Page is 
written — By 2 Clergyman — But the Blunderer had written 
but 15 Pages, before He ſays, ſpeaking of our Creeds, Doxolo- 
gies, and Articles, And if thoſe who are in Authority won't 
«© endeavour to deſtroy this Train which is laid for Us of the 
« Laity,We Ourſelves ſhould however take Care it does not blow 
us up, -I am ſure His Repatation, if He has any to loſe, 
muſt be 4/oz0n up: And I would recommend to Him againſt He 
next appears in Print, to keep in mind that Proverb, 4 .. 
ſhould have a goed Memory. | | | 

The Author ſeems. to be a eat Man, and to know little: 
His Book, I ſuppoſe, is hard/y known, and would not have 
been worth taking notice of but on Account of ſuch an egregi- 
was Blunder, which is the only thing remarkad/e in it. 

As to the forementioned Practice, I cannot help thinking, 
that He who falſly ſets the Name, or Character of any Body of 

- Men, to his own wicked, infidel, or abuſive Writings, is guilty 
of downright Forgery. It is forging the Name of a whole Body 
of Men, and thereby defrauding Them of their good Character, 
and Reputation. ö 5 . 
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4 them up wherever he could get them. But take 


:M | 
1 os. 4 * 
them as they are. 
v8 7 

BY 

Yds 

— 


Thus ſtands his firſt Argument. The moſs 


e gncient Creeds of the Chriſtian Church were 


« ſhort and fimple, and did not enter into any 


c curious Diſputes and nice Intricacies con- 


« cerning abſtruſe and ſpeculative Points; but 
<« related only to thoſe plain and necefſary Ar- 
ce 7icles, on which the very Being of Chriſtia- 
cc nity evidently depended, and by which alone 
ce the Profeſſion ot it could be ſupported: a- 
« mongſt Mankind. From whenee our 27/5 


* 


Author concludes (and He names Biſhop Bu k- 


NET as arguing in the fame Manner) that 
<« ſuch a Collection of Tenets as the XXXIX 
« Articles contain, ſeems to be a departing. 
« from the Simplicity of the firſt Ages . 
Notable Logic! "Tis plain He does not know 
one Word about the Uſe, or Deſign of theſe 


'  # nofs ancient Creeds he talks of. 


Creeds were originally intended for the uſe of 
Catechumens, and were firſt uſed only in the 
Office of Baptiſm, and it was but by Degrees 
that they were taken in to make a Part of the 
common and daily Liturgies of the Church +. 
They were contrived ſhort, in Order that the 
Catechumens might more eaſily retain them in 
Memory ||. They were ſo ſhort and finiple, 
that the Catechumens were to be inſtructed in 
theſe Creeds, previouſly to Baptiſm for many 
: Days 


old Whig, Numb. 131. p. 1. c. 1. 


+ Bing. Orig. Eccles. B. X. C. 4. Item- B. a 
$8. Item B. > C. 3. 5 26. „mann 
MVaterland's Mover's Lect. Ser. 8. p. 321. 
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Days together . They were therefore but a 
Kind of Recapitulation, to be' recited at Bap- 
tiſm, of what the Catechumens had been taught. 
before more at large. They were intended to. 
be only a ſhort Summary of Credenda, which 
was ſufficient, after the Catechumens, for whoſe 
Uſe they were deſigned, had been fully and. 
particularly inſtructed in the Senſe of every Ar- 
ticle +. This is a ſufficient Account why theſe 
moſt ancient Creeds were no larger, nor more 
explicite, or (as this Writer ſays) ſhort and hm 
ple. The Reaſon of their ſhortneſs was to help 
the Memory; but they were only a Summary 
of Credenda, in the Senſe of which the Ca- 
techumens were to be more fully and particu- 
larly inſtructed; fo that while the Creeds were 
ſhort, the Interrogatoric es were langer, and more 
exphicite ; which, by the way, comes to the 
ſame Thing. 

But now the Uſe of our Articles is of a winks 
different Kind from That of the antient Creeds, 
and rather anfwers to the Interrogatories be- 
fore mentioned. | 

Firſt, There is a Diſtinction ſuggeſted in 
the very Title of the Articles, between Articles 
of Faith, and Articles of Religion. Articles of 
Faith, in the ſtrict Senſe of that Expreſſion, 
are ſuch Truths only as are Fundamental in the 
Chriſtian Scheme. Theſe are declared in the 


18 Creed, 1 in the Nicene, and 
guarded 


bid. p. 322. Ferom ſays 40 Days, ad Pammach. Epiſt. 
38. p. 314. | | | 
T ibid. p. 323. 
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7 guarded in the Athanafian. * By Articles of 
2 Religion, are to be underſtood ſuch Truths as, 
being founded in Scripture, have a certain Evi- 
Z gence, but not bearing a Fundamental Relation 
to the eſential Branches ofthe Chriſtian Scheme, 
are therefore of an inferior Nature . 


Agreeable to this Diſtinction between Arti- 


1 cles of Faith, and Articles of Religion, there 


is alſo a conſiderable Difference between Clergy, 


and Laity : And the Wiſdom of the Legi/la- 
ture hath carefully obſerved this Difference, in 
the Caſe of Subſcription to the XXXIX Arti- 
cles of Religion. The Laity merely conſi- 
dered as Chriſtians, are required to profeſs 
4 their Belief of the Fundamental Articles of 
2 © our Faith; which being firſt done in Bap- 
Tin, is afterward repeated in the dazly Off- 
e ces of the Church. Ordinarily this is All: 


* and Other Doctrines, as not being the di/t1n- 


3 © guſhing and efjential Marks of a Ch: iſtian, 


© (however true in themſelves) are yet leſs 


4 < neceſſary to be diſtinctly underſtood ; and 


« explicitly profeſſed by Them. But much 
* more may reaſonably be demanded from 
e 'Thoſe, who are to officiate in Sacred Mat- 


© ters. Aclearer and fuller Comprehenſion of 


ce the ſeveral Truths of the Goſpel may be ex- 
* pected from the Clergy, than from mere 
| LTLay- 

* Ladolphns Saxo, the Carthuſian, of the fourteenth Centu- 
ry, thus well diſtinguiſhes the Nature of the three Creeds. 
Tria ſunt Symbola: Primum, Apoſtolorum; ſecundum, Nice- 
m Concilii; tertium, Athanaſii. Primum, fatum eſt ad Fidei 


Inſiructionem. Secundum, ad Fidei Explanationem. Tertium, 
ad Fidei Dęfenſfonem.— De Vit. Chriſti, Cap. 83. p. 732. 


I See Conybeare's Ser. before cited, p. 6. 
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| « Laymen, *” it being the Duty of their 
1 Office with which They are intruſted, to ex- 
I j plain, and inſtruct Thoſe who are committed 

| 

| 


to their Care, in the Truths of Chriſtianity; * 
and More is to be expected from Thoſe who 
are to Teach, than from Thoſe who are to Learn: 
And for the ſame Reaſon (as they are Teachers) 
1 great Care ſhould be taken, to prevent the ill 
Fil Effects which may proceed from their Teach- 
bt ing any Doctrine contrary to, or not founded 
in Scripture, tho' it be not Fundamental. To 
bt this Purpoſe are the XXXIX Articles of | 
Religion drawn up, and offered to the Cler- 
gy, as Teachers, for their Subſcription, in 
Order to diſcover, not only the Articles of their 4; 
Faith, ſtrictly fo called, but alſo their Religious ( 
Opinions. : = 
From hence it appears that, altho the ancient 6, 
Creeds, which were originally deſigned for the gu 
Candidates of Baptiſm, and were only a Reca- 
pitulation of what They had before been taught * fa 
more at large, were /#ffc:ent to the End deſigned | P, 
tho' they were ſhort and imple; and tho our * th 
preſent Creeds, which are intended alſo for ; 
Baptiſm, and for Chriſtians conſidered in gene- th 
ral, anfwer the purpoſe for which they are uſed; da 
yet it does not follow, that theſe Creeds are /if- fu. 
ficient Teſts, of the Qualifications of Thoſe, Wha F 1 d 
are to be admitted to the Office of public Jca- th 
chers. No; Teſts of their Religious Opinions, 
as well as of their Faith, are here neceſſary. p, 
This is a ſufficient Account why Articles of tic 
Suu in 


* Conyleare's Sermon, p. 7. 
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Subſeription ought to contain more Scripture 
Truths, than ancient or preſent Creeds. | 
| Secondly, And as it is reaſonably expected 


> * from the Clergy, that They ſhould have a further 


Knowledge of the ſeveral Truths of the Goſ- 


pel, leſs neceſſary to be underſtood and profeſ- 
ſed by common Chriſtians, which we call Ar- 


7 zicles of Religion; ſo likewiſe is it requiſite, that 
the Clergy ſhould alſo give a more plain, and ex- 


3 


plicit Account of thoſe Fundamental Trutns 


which we call Articles of Faith. 


To profeſs the Fundamental Articles of Faith 


in ſuch general Terms as the Apoſtles Creed, 
may be ſufficient at Baptiſin, where the Candi- 
dates formerly were, and now are ſuppoſed 


(themſelves, if of riper Years, and if Infants, 


their Sureties) to be, previouſly inſtructed in the 
Z Senſe of each Article, and where there is no 


Suſpicion of their holding any Doctrines contra- 


ry to, or ſubverſive of ſuch Articles: But a more 
ßparticular Enquiry ought to be made into the 
Faith of thoſe who are to preach, and propagate 
their Doctrine. An Aſſent in general Terms, 


is in this Caſe no ſufficient Qualification, tho 


there be no particular Suſpicion of the Candi- 
date; becauſe a Man may profeſs his Faith in 
ſuch general Terms, and yet, at the ſame time, 


hold Doctrines contrary to the True Senſe of 


thoſe Terms, and to That in which the Church 


2 znderflands them, and which She thinks Every 
Preacher ought to hold as a neceſſary Qualifica- 
tion for his Office. And if This ſhould happen 


in the Caſe of a public Teacher, the Conſe- 


quences 


= 
WS 
i ; 
N 
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quences would be very bad. A fr:i&er Scrutiny ' 
is therefore here required than at Baptiſm; and 
tho' there be not a particular, yet there oughht C 
always to be a general Suſpicion of Every Candi- 
date, fo far as to enquire into the Particulars of 
his Faith. The Reaſon of the Thing ſhews it 
to be neceſſary. No ſuch ill Conſequences can 
happen from a common Chriſtian miſtaking, or 
corrupting the Faith; He hurts ordinarily only 
Himſelf, and perhaps a few Friends; but a Prea- 
cher's Influence is more extenſive; His Office 
gives him conſtant Opportunities of propagating # 
his Notions, and His Character will be apt to 
give ſome Authority to His Doctrine. Common 
Senſe therefore will tell Us, that He ought to 
give a very particular Account of his Faith, 
fore He be admitted to ſo important a Truſt. 
— Jo this purpoſe ſerve the XXXIX Articles 
and this accounts for their being more Full, and f 
explicit, than either the antient or preſent Bap- Pi 
tiſmal Creeds, in Articles of Faith, = 
It may likewiſe be obſerved, that in the F © 
Primitive Times, during the firſt Propagation M 
of Chriſtianity, the Perſons who were baptized MF, 
were Adult Perſons ; and therefore it was pro- 4 

per that even 1 Creeds ſhould vary, ac- * 
cording to the Variation of Times and Circum- 
ances ; and accordingly they did vary. Adult 
Perſons were capable of ſpreading Doctrines 
oppoſite to the Truths of the Goſpel, and could 
not, without Danger to the Church, be ad- 
mitted into it without an explicit Profeſſion 
of ſuch Doctrines, as the Circumſtance of F_ 
| „ Times 
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ny Times rendered neceflary to require of Them. 
ng Bazptiſmal Creeds therefore varied; and in All 
hr Churches Additions were made to the firſt 
. Creeds, in ſome more, in others fewer, accord- 
ing as the Danger of each Church, from the 
Hereſes than ariſen, required ſuch Proviſion. 
But when, by a general Reception of Chriſtia- 
nity, Baptiſm of Adult Perſons became rare 
ly and unuſual, and almoſt All were baptized in 

Infancy; the Variation of Creeds became leſs 
neceſſary. Infants are not capable of any 
Fial or Scrutiny: And therefore the Guard 
2 againſt any new Herefies, which before was pro- 
ßperly fet at the Door of the Church, was re- 
moved from that Poſt, and placed at the Eu- 
trance into its Ofices. And This affords a. 
Reaſon, why our Articles of Religion, to which 
# Subſcription is required from the Clergy at Or- 
dination, are, and ſhould be more full and ex- 
Z plicit, than the preſent Baptiſinal Creed“. 
And now what is become of our Author's 
Conſequence? “ The antient Creeds (which 
were framed only for the Candidates at Bap- 
d tiſm, where an Aſſent to the general, and 
fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtianity is ſuf- 
* ficient) were /bort and /imple.” ———Admit it 
“ Therefore the thirty-nine Articles (which 
are intended for a quite d:#erent uſe, vis. for 
„ a Teſt of the Qualification of the Candidates 
for Holy Orders, where a ſtridter Scrutiny is 
* neceſlary) ought to be as ſhort as they” 
Where, in the Name of Burger/dicius, is this 
E 7 2 Con- 
C Conf. Roger's Review, C. 5. $1. p. 225228, Ed, 2. 
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32 The Church of England vindicated, ke. 
Conſequence? Becauſe a Man is qualified for 
Baptiſm, therefore He is qualified for a public * 
Teacher; Becauſe our Author is qualified for a 
| Chrk of a Pariſh, therefore He is qualified for a 
Preacher in it too. Why it may be fo, in 
thoſe Aſſemblies where the Clerk and the 
He argued from Creeds to Creeds in general, 
it would have been ſomething lie an Argument, 
tho' That would have been all; for the Varia- 
tion of Creeds, according to the Variation of 
their U, and of Times and Circumſtances, * 
Hath been often and folidly accounted for 
But to argue from Baptiſinal Creeds, to Articles 
of Subſcription, cannot, by all the Force of 
Logic, produce any Concluſion at all. And if 
Biſhop BURNET argues in this Manner too, (as 
our Author ſays he does, tho He does not tell 
us where we may find it) it will not mend the 7 
Matter. Reaſon, let who will negle& it, is 
Reaſon ſtill; and Fae Logic is equally fo in 


Preacher have an equal Commiſſion. 


Biſhop Bux NET, or the OLD WIHIG. 
IV. 


The Apoſtles have given no Direction or 

& Commiſſion about ſo important an Affair (vig. 

e the 

® See Critical Hiſtory of the Apoſtles Creed. C. 1. p. 34—42. F 
Ed. 1. and the whole Treatiſe is to ſhew when and on what Oc- 7 
cafion each particular Article of that Creed was inſerted — Conf. 

Bing. Orig. Eccl. B. X. . 3. 8 7 — Water land's Moyer's 3 | 
Lect. Serm. 8. p. 323, c. — Wat. Crit. Hiſt. of the Athan. 
Cr. C. xi. p. 285, 286, 288. Ed. 2.-- Rogerr's Review, C. . 
. 225, Cc. Ed. 2. — Wat. Imp. of the Do. of the Trin. C. 
6. p. 234, 235. — Ruffin. in Symb. p. 17. Ed. Ox. Conf. 

Bull. Judic. Eccl. C. 5. p. 312.—Buddei Iſagoge ad 'Theolog. '# 


Lib. 2. C. 2. p. 398. Ed. Lipl. 1730. 
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the requiring Subſcription to Articles of Faith 
and Religion) nor is it ever reckoned by 
Them amongſt the ſtanding Functions of the 
Church.”*— No? That's ſtrange! But does 
He mean that the Apoſtles have not given in 
direct Terms any ſuch Direction or Commiſſion? 
If He does, his Argument will ſtand thus—Be- 
cauſe the Apoſtles have not ſaid, in {6 many 
Moral, that the Governors of the Church ſhall 
1 require Subſcription to Articles of Faith and 
Religion, z7herefore the Governors of the Church 
can have no ſuch Authority or Commiſſion— 
z. e. Becauſe this Writer can ſee no further than 
his Noſe, therefore Every body elſe muſt be as 
blind as Himſelf. —If He could have ſeen to the 
= firſt or ſecond Conſequence, He would have 
ol been aſhamed to have den, ſuch an Argu- 
ment. | 

oe will He pleaſe to mean, that the Apoſtles 
have given no Directions from whence this 
Power will neceſſarily follow? If He is hardy 
enough to ſay this, let us ſee how he has read 
his Bible. 

He owns it to be an Important Afair. Now 
This alone is a good Argument a Priori, that 
the Apoſtles have left ſome Directions about it. 
It is highly probable, and reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the Apoſtles would not omit to give Di- 
rections in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence to 
the Church; and how this Writer can, with 
the ſame Breath, call it an Important Apair, 
and ſay that the Apoſtles left 7 719 Directions abont 
SH ns 5 it, 
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it, would be a little ſurprizing, if any thing He 
can ſay could be fo. LE = 
But to the Point. We are commanded in 
Scripture to maintain, and 1 the Truths 
of Religion; to preferve the Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, ſo far as in us lies, in their Original 
Purity; to guard the Church from being in- 
fected by the Contagion of Error; to refi/t 
Gainſayers, and to reject obſtinate Hereticks. * 
We are to have but One Faith, as well as One 
Tord, and One Baptiſm. The Paſtor and Peo- 
ple are not left 7ndifferent what they ſhould 
Teach, or Learn; But the Former are plainly 
commanded to take heed unto the Doctrine, ꝶ to 
hold faſt the Form of found Words, in Doctrine 
to ſhew Uncorruptneſs, and to uſe found Speech 
that cannot be condemned: And All the People 
are exhorted to Stability in the Faith, and to 
be no more Children, toſſed to and fro, and car- 
ried about with every Wind of Doctrine. * x 
Now, fince Theſe are All general Rules which 
are order'd to be obſerv'd by the Church, Ad 
the particular Methods of doing this left unde- 3 
termined; And fince it 1s yet neceſſary that they 
ſhould be determined, in Order to obtain the 
End which the Apoſtles deſigned ; it follows, 
that there is Authority in the Church to deter- 
mine ſuch Methods: ff And fince they can 
de determined to no Effect or Purpoſe, by Any Z 
but the Governors of the Church; it further 
; follows, 
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follows, not only from their General Commiſ- 
Z ſion, but even from Common Senſe, that the 


Governors of the Church muſt be the Perſons 
who have the Authority of determining ſuch 


When the AposTLE gave Rules to the Gover- 


nors of the Church, no doubt He defigned _ 
Z ſhould make uſe of Means proper to this End; 


and as He did not ſpecify them, it is evident, 


b that He left it to Them to make Uſe of fuch 


Means as They ſhould judge proper. All the 


Texts commanding Them to preſerve the Faith 
of Chriſt whole and entire, are ſo many Mar- 


= .rants for the making Uſe of all the Expedients 
which the Nature of the Thing requires, or Hu- 
= man Prudence ſuggeſts. It would indeed have 
been impoſſible for the Apoſtle to have given 


particular Rules about Things of this Nature 


2 Becauſe they muſt change and vary, according 
to the Variation of Times and Circumftances 3 
And a Rule proper for One Church, may not, 


even at the fame Time, be fo for Another. In 
ga Church, or at a Time, when no Hereſies and 


falſe Doctrines are ſpreading abroad, (tho there 


J | ought always to be an Enquiry made into the 
= Particulars of the Faith of Thoſe who are Can- 
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Aldates for Orders, as I before obſerved, yet) in 
= ſuch a Caſe, a 4% fr:# Enquiry, and a leſs ex- 


plicite Profeſſion is neceflary : But when the 


= contrary is the Caſe, when Hereſies are nume- 


F rous, and a particular Snfpicion beco! 
nable; A friFer Enquiry, and a more 
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abſolutely neceſſary. 7 
We are All, Clergy and Laity, ordered to 


mark them which cau fe Diviſions and Offences, 

contrary to the Doctrine which We have learned, 

and avoid them.“ We are rome, i. e. (more than 
the Word mark in our Tranſlation carries with 
it) to obſerve, to conſider, to ſearch, or enquire 
Who cauſe Divrſions contrary to the true Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, For tho' This is a Rule given to 


the Romans, its Ule is general, and therefore 


equally neceſſary to be always, and my where 


_ obſerved. 


If then We are All in general to examine, as 
far as we can in our Stations, into the F aith of 
common Chriſtians, and to avoid Such of Them 
who are found to hold ale Doctrine; then, 2 


Frortiori, the Governors of the Church are to take 


Care, that None be admitted to the Office of 


Pu 2 Teachers, who will reach and propagate 
ſuch Doctrine. If they are to be avoided by All, 


as Such who cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 


trary to the Doctrine which We have earned. 


ſurely They are to be excluded from the Sacred 
Office of the Miniſtry; unleſs They, with Whom 


All Men are forbidden even to afſoc:ate, may 
nevertheleſs be admitted to the Higheſt Offices 
and Honours of the Church ; an Abſurdity, 
which I am ſure No one will maintain— 
unleſs it be this Dabler in Controverſy. 

And if, in Order to avoid Common Chriſtians 
who cauſe Diviſions contrary to Chriſt's Do- 


cirine, 7 


oe Row. xvi. 17. 


Declaration will, in ſuch Circumſtances, be 
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trine, All Men are cron, to ſearch, and enquire | 
about it, then ſurely the Governors of the 
Church are to do the fame, in reſpect to Thoſe 
who are Candidates for the Offices of Public 
Teachers, this. being a Caſe of greater Con le- 
quence, and H igher Concern. 
And If then the Governors of the Church 
are axomer, to ſearch, and enquire, whether 
They, who offer Themſelves for the Offices of 
public Teachers, are Such as cauſe, or are likely 
do cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the 
Doctrine which They have learned; and if, in 
Order to diſcover this, they muſt enquire into 
their Faith and Religion; I would willingly 
be told, by our Sagacions Reformer, how They 
can perform this whole Matter better, than 
by requiring, before Admiſſion, a public Decla- 
vation of their Faith and Religion, by / 
Gris certain Articles, drawn up by proper 
Authority for that Purpoſe.— Thus may we 
flurly argue, even from theſe General Directi- 
; Z ons of the Apoſtle. : 
L But let us ſee if there be not 1 plain 
Apoſtolic Directions, to the Governors of the 
Church in particular, directly relating to the 
Admiſſion of Perſons to the Miniſtry; and 
what may be concluded from them. | 
TIMO TH, when appointed by St. Paul, to re- 
ſide as Bishop at EPHESDS, was impowered to 
3 ſee, that None taught any other Doctrine, but 
1 What they had received from our Lord and 
his r St, Paul alſo directs Him to 
9 e commit 


” Tim, I. $> 
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commit the Doctrine of the Goſpel to Faithful = 


Men who ſhall be ix, which our Tranſlators 
have rendered ABLE, fo teach others *; but 
may be more juſtly rendered #7, or proper, or 
duly qualified , to teach others. To Such only 
was He to commit [Taegyw] the Doctrine 
he had received, . e. Such only was He to or- 
dain to the Office of Public Teachers, He was 
not to commit the Doctrine at Random, to Any 


who ſhould offer, without knowing whether 


They were Jews, or Chriſtians, or Gmeftirs, or 


whether they would preach the Goſpel of 3 


Chriſt, or ſome other Doctrine; No, He was 
to commit it only to Faithful Men, to Such 
who were duly qualified, to Fit, and Proper Per- 
bns. | 
Well; and how was TIMO TH to know Who 
were, and Who were. not, thus Fit to teach 
Others? How was He to diſtinguiſh whether 


Any One had the Qualifications required, or not? 


Why, no Doubt He was to make Uſe of ſuch 
Methods as the Nature of the Thing neceſſa- 
rily required, to examine into their Farth, and 
Neligious Opinions, and thereby inform Him- 
ſelf of their Abilities, and Qualifications for the 
Diſcharge of the important Office, with which 
They were to be intruſted Without this, 
St. Paul would have given Him a Rule which 
could not be obſerved, a vain Direction to no 

Purpoſe. * 
2 And 


. 2 Tim. 2. 2. + So All the ancient Verſions render 
ved by idonei. See Walt. Polyg. See alſo St. Feren's Ver- 


a 938 
5 


4 K _ 1 
* e e N IE mm - x 
" r of ber GIG. n OE e ee e e Cs — . 
& Ee WI db $023 bh 5. 3 3 3 e Ws bene 2 5 5 8 35 MN 155 n 
. PN Inn dl IN SE ͤ . ⁵˙—òù‚ä; Ab ala tha. © NSN 


r Ä oe. a. a ai co 


_— ] = 


CO ESE PR I inc PTR En! g GT C3 i927 - 
* RES A WT, $5 49 MAI 8 . REI PPC 5 n — . 
* 8 3 . 8 c OS hd gh, 1, n BE 4 av 2 N © 
r HORDE HD . 3 8 2 r Ps E268; c N ee 8 J 
Y C 3 „ En RE DOS Bk ENS. I IO #4 * n 
JJ... Tx! CS Ea 
1282 "© As, C EIS. Js N * . A 2 2 — oy ** = 


—_ 


The Church of England vindicated, &c. 39 
And ſince St. Paul would not have thought 


| thoſe Perſons to be Able, Fit, or Proper, or duly 


qualified to teach Others, who did not hold the 
Doctrines which He and the Reſt of the A- 
poſtles had taught; This was a plain Apo/tolical 
Direction, to admit None to the Office of pub- 
lic Teachers, but Such as held the /ame Faith 
with the Church. 
Again; TiMoTHY was to ordain Some of thoſe 
whom He ſhould find duly qualified, to be 
Biſhops and Deacons. Now, one Qualification, 
which St. Paul directs him to have Regard to in 
the Ordination ofa Bisnoe, is, that He ſhould 
be (as our Tranſlators render it) apt to teach &, 
irn, docendi peritum, shilful to teach, 


inſtructum Doctrina (as one of the Commen- 
tors explains it +) well inſtructed in the true 


Doctrine. If TimoTHY then was to ordain no 
Man to the Office of a Biſhop, but He who 


was 913exrinde, well inſtructed in the Doctrine 


of the Goſpel, Common Senſe mult infer, that 
T1iMoTHY had Authority given him, at the ſame 
Time, to enguere and examine (becauſe he 


could not uſe any other human Means to 


know) whether the Perſon to be ordained, had 


this Qualification, or not, 


And ſince St. Paul. would not have eſteemed 
Any one to have been di Jarre, well inſtructed 
in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, who held Do- 


ctrines contrary to that of the Apoſtles; This is 


another Apoſtolical Direction, to ordain None 


to the Office of a Biſhop, but Such who held 
„ the 


Fl Tim. 3. 2. + Sze Pool's Synop. in Loc. 
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the Apoſtolic Doctrine, that 1 is, the Doctrine of 


the Church. | 
One Qualification required in the Deacons 


is, that They be ſuch as hold the Myſtery of the 


Faith *. — Was not 'T1MoTHY then, who was 
ordered to ordain Sch only who had this Qua- 


lification, 77poawered at the ſame Time to exa- 
mine, and try them, whether They had it, or 
not? Yes he was; for St. Paul directs Him to 
do it in ſo many Words ; ; and it is a Text full 
to our Point : For He thus 
theſe alſo firſt, Honig, be proved, tried, 
or examined, (or if it be rather thought to lig- 


nify approved, it will ſtill pre-ſuppoſe all the 


pad cs Then, «itz, not before, let them uſe the 


they be ' found blameleſs, 


Office of a Deacon, 77 
i. e. ſound in their Faith and Morals, not other- 
wiſe; And as one Qualification required in Dea- 
cons, was to hold the Myſtery of the Faith; it 
is plain, in particular, that TIMOTHV was im- 
powered here to examine, and enquire into 
their Faith. | 

And fince St. PAuL would not have looked 
upon ſuch to hold the Myſtery of the Faith, who 


held a Faith % ferent from That which He, and 


his Fellow Labourers had taught; Here is a- 
nother Apoſtolical Direction, to admit None to 
the Office of a Deacon, but Such who held the 
Faith of the Apoſtles, 1. e. again, the „ * 
* Church. 


From 


® x Tim. 3. 9. 


proceeds; And let 


© 
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From hence * it appears, that there are A. 
poſtolic Directions to enquire into the Faith, and 
Religious Opinions of Thoſe, who are to be ad- 
mitted to the Office of publicꝶ Teachers; and to 
admit None but Such as hold one Faith with the 


Church. | | | 
And therefore, tho' the Apoſtles have not 


faid in ſo many Words, that the Governors of 


the Church ſhall require Subſeription to a Set 
of explanatory Articles; yet We have from 
the Apoſtles, notwithſtanding, ſufficient Au- 
thority for ſuch Practice. For the Order to 


examine, and prove, is General, and the Means 


left, as they always muſt be, to the Dz/cretzon 
of Thoſe who are to exerciſe ſuch Authority; 
ſince the Means and Methods of diſcovering 
Who are Sound in the Faith, and Who are not 
ſo, muſt alter as Times and Circumſtances alter, 
as Hereſies are fewer or more numerous, as 
the cunning Craft of Men makes it propor- 
tionably more or leſs difficult to diſcover their 
real Sentiments. Whenever therefore the Go- 
vernors ofthe Church ſhall judge the Times and 
Circumſtances to be ſuch, as to require this 


particular Method of Subſcription, they have as 


ſufficient Authority for it, as if they had, in 
ſo many Words, been directed to make Uſe of 
this very Method, EE. . 
And as the Means to be uſed depends upon 


the Difference of Times and Circumſtances, it 


N | would 

*I cite not to this Purpoſe, that Direction to /ay Hands ſud- 
denly on no Man, 1 Tim. 5. 22. becauſe I know it is not agreed, 
whether it relates to Ordination, or Ab/o{ution ; and we have 
Proof enough without it. | 
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would be no Argument againſt requiring Sub- 
ſcription from the Men of the preſent Age, tho 
we could not be able to produce a Precedent in 
any Age before. FE 


But if we look into the Practice of the Pri- 


mitive Church, we find They made uſe of this 


very Method. 
Before Any Perſon could regularly be admit- 


ted to any Clerical Office, the Electors and Or- 


dainers were obliged to make ſeveral Enquiries 
concerning Him, as to his Faith, and Morals * ; 
which They were very ſtrict in canvaſſing and 
examining, as being eſſential and neceſſary to 
the Miniſtry. | 4): 
Mr. BinGnam tells us that, The Trial 
of their Faith and Orthodoxy (under which 
He alſo comprehends their Learning) was 
* made three Ways: Partly by obliging the 
e Electors to give in Their Public Teſtimony of 


A 


eto anſwer to certain Interrogatories or Queſti- 
e ons of Doctrine that were put to Them; and 


Fu 


Articles, or Confeſſion of Faith at the Time 
* of their Ordination “. 


By a Law of JusTINIAN, the Biſhop to F 


be ordained was required to give in a Libel, or 


Form of Confeſſion of his Faith, jub{cribed ö 


with his own Hand J. Ry, 


* And alſo his outward State and Condition in the World; 
An Enquiry into which, the peculiar State of thoſe Times re- 
quired. See Bing. Origin. Eccleſ. B. 4. C. 3. Set. 1. alſo c. 4. 

. 4. c. 3. S ... 

I Exigi etiam ante omnia ab eo qui ordinandus eft, Libellum 


ejus 


* Them; partly by obliging the Perſons elected I 


partly by making Them ſubſcribe a Body of ; 
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The Fourth Council of CAR THAORH * pre- 
{cribes a particular Form of Examination, by 
Way of Interrogatories, to the Biſhop who was 
to be ordained, conſiſting chiefly of ſuch 
Queſtions as relate to the Articles of the Creed, 
and Doctrines levelled againſt the moſt Noted 


= Herejies, that either then were, or lately had 


been predominant in the Church. Upon which 
I would obſerve, | 
1. That Examination by Interrogatories is, 


with every honeſt Man, equivalent to Subſerip- 


2. That the Primitive Church thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make the Interrogataries at Ordina- 


tion, more Large and Explicit, than the ſhort __ 


and ſimple Greeds uſed at Baptiſin; theſe Inter- 
rogator ies containing Doctrines levelled againſt 
the moſi Noted Herejjes. Tis plain therefore, 
the Primitive Church did not argue as our Au- 
thor does) from Baptifmal Creeds, to Interro- 


gatories, or Articles of Subſcription at Ordina- 


tion; nor does it follow, that, becauſe the an- 
cient Bapriſmal Creeds were ſhort and ſimple, 


therefore ſuch a Collection of Tenets as the 


XXXIX Articles contain, is departing from the 
Simplicity of the firf Ages 1. On the contra- 
ry, tis following Their Example, diſtinguiſpbing 
between the Two Caſes, of Baptiſin, and Or. 
dination, and providing for Each, reſpectively, 
in a proper Manner. 


The 
ejus propria Subſcriptione complectentem quæ ad rectam ejus Fi- 
dem pertinent — Juſtin, Novel. 137. n. 2. Conc. Carth. 


4. c. 1. Conf. p. 47, 48. + Old Whig, Numb. 131. 
p. 1. col. 1. 8 | Ls 
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The Caſe of Synzs1us * being ordained 
by TwxoemiLus of ALEXANDRIA, at the 
fame Time that He profeſs d He could not be- b 
lieve the Doctrine of the Ręſurrection, and ſome 
other Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, was a 
Singular Inſtance, contrary to all the Rules of the i 
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Church, and never made a Precedent. And the 


Endeavours of learned Men to account for the 


Conduct of THEO HIL us, plainly ſhew it to 


be a peculiar Practice, and ſuch as was never 


approved or allowed. Nor can all They have 
faid ever juſtify a Fact fo oppoſite to all the 
Rules and Orders of the Church. 

From what has been ſaid I think it plainly 
appears, that She AposTLES have left fach Di- 
retiions about External Communion, and the 


proving and trying Thoſe who are to be ad- 


mitted to the Office of the Miniſiry, as are : 


Sufficient to authorize the Governors of the 


Church in requiring Subſcription to Articles of | b 


Religion from Thoſe who offer themſelves as 


Candidates for that Office ; - and that This is 5 


confirmed by the Practice of the Primitive 


Church. : 
But now let me obſerve, that tho this Au- | 


thority could not be inferred from any one. 
Place of Scripture ; yet This, and all Other Po.]. 
ers neceſſary to preſerve the Faith, and the 


Peace, Order, and Purity of the Church, will 


follow from this ſingle Contideration only, vi. 


that the Church is a v 2 ble e mfrituted ”. | 
Chr:/t, 


| -” What 
* Sce Bing. Orig. Eccle. B. 4. c. 3. Sect. 3. 


pen 19 
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What GroTivs obſerves of the Power of 


Erxcommunicution, will hold as well for all O- 


ther Powers neceſſary to the Peace, Order, and 


E | Purity of the Church, © There is no need 


© (fays He) of a particular Precept for ſuch 


Authority, ſince, the Society of the Church 
being conſtituted by Chriſt, All things ne- 
ceſſary to the Purity of that Society, muſt be 


« looked upon as commanded by the ſame Au- 
* | 
Biſhop STILLINGFLEET hath the like Ob- 


XZ ſervation in the Appendix to his Irenicum, a 
Book which has never been ſuſpected to carry 


Church Authority too high. © Whatever So- 


( ciety ſubſiſts by Virtue of a Divine Conſtitu- 


ee tion, does, by Virtue thereof, derive all 


; | © Power neceſſary for its Preſervation in Peace, 


« Unity, and Purity +, 
If then the Church be a Society, ſubſiſting 


l by Vertue of a Divine Conſtitution (which no 
true Chriſtian will deny) and if admitting Men 


to the Office of the Miniſtry, without examining 
and requiring an eplicite Declaration of their 
Faith, leaving Them thereby at Liberty to 
preach and propagate what Doctrines they 


Y pleaſe, tends to diſturb the Peace, divide the 


Unity, and corrupt the Purity of That Society ; 


then They, to whom the Power of its Preſer- 
vation from theſe Evils is committed, by having 


the Power of Ordination placed in their Hands, 


are 


Neque ad eam rem peculiare Præceptum deſideratur; eùm, 
Eccleſiæ Cœtu 3 Chriſto ſemel conſtituto, omnia illa imperata 
oenſeri debeant ſine quibus ejus Cœtus Puritas retineri non po- 
teſt Grot. in, Luc. vi. 22. ＋ p. 15. e 


al 
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are juſtified in examining into the Faith and 


inions of Thoſe who offer Themſelves as Can- 
didates for the Office of the Miniſtry ; and in 
demanding of Them ſuch Tefs of their Ortho- 
doxy, as They, who are appointed Judges of 
it, ſhall find moſt proper, according as Times 
and Circumſtances require“. 


A judicious Foreigner, ſpeaking of Creeds, 


this delivers his Judgment. 
*If in the Church Every one was at Liberty 


to ſpeak and teach whatever may come into 


c 


. 


his Mind, there muſt ariſe the greateſt Con- 


e fuſion. 
« Church may compoſe Creeds, and require a 


« 


"fo 


c 


* 


ſire to be her Members. For Who could deny 
« her a Power of making ſuch Conftitutions as 
e ſhould be for her own Preſervation, and the 
* Propagation of that Doctrine which She pro- 
4 feſſes? The Nature and Genius of a Society, 


"'Q 


— 


- 


in particular, requires that this Power be 


Nor is there any Doubt, but every 


EEE. 


Profeſſion or AſJent to them, from All who de- 


conſidered in general, as well as of a Church 3 


42 


granted it. From whence, in like Manner, _ 

ce it follows, that No one who deſires to be a lit 
Member of that Church, can refuje to ſubſcribe, | Io 
os 1 | Ngc 


if it be required of Him, unlefs He can ſhew 


any Thing to be contained} in That Creed con- 0 


* frary to = an 


* See this further proved under Remark I. 


+ Si in Eccleſia Quiſque pro lubitu dicere ac docere queat, 


quidquid in mentem venerit; ſumma Rerum omnium non poteſt 


non inde oriri Confuſio, Commixtioque. Neque etiam Dubium, A 
quin quælibet Eccleſia ejuſmodi Symbola condere, & ab Omnibus, | 
qui ejus Membra eſſe Fopiunt, ut ſuum cum is Conſenſum Pro- 


fitean- 
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This is [equally applicable to the XXXIX 


Articles, as to Creeds. The only Queſtion then 


is, Whether our Creeds or Articles, to which 
Subſcription is required, contain any Doctrines 
repugnant to Scripture ? „ 
The Writer I am here concerned with, is 
leaſed indeed to ſay, that © to ſuppoſe the 


% XXXIX Articles to be All of them Doctrines 


« of true Religion, is a very large Suppoſition. 
Now, as large as it is, let him fix upon any One 


cout of the whole XXXIX, and ſhew it to con- 


tain any Thing contrary to Scripture, and I will 
immediately join with Him in writing againſt 
requiring Subſcription to it. But if He cannot, 
let Him talk no more of the Unreaſonableneſs 
of requiring Subſcriptions : For what if no Sub- 
ſcription was required, but only a Verbal Pro- 


feion? This I hope would be thought reaſona- 


ble (unleſs He would have Any body admitted to 


de a publick Teacher, and 20 Queſtions aste 


Scripturæ Sacrz adverſetur. Buddei 
. 2. F. 18. Tom. 1. p. 476. 


a er it won be the me Thing, Zong 
Men, if they did not believe the Doctrines, 


would 


fiteantur, exigere queat. Ecquis namque Poteſtatem, ea con 
ſtituendi, quæ ad ſuam Conſervationem, Doctrinæque, quam 
pro vera agnoſcit, propagationem faciunt, ei denezaret ? Natura 
ndoleſque, tum Societatis generatim ſpectatæ, tum ipſius Ec- 


dleſiæ, ut hæc ei Poteſtas concedatur, poſtulat? unde & Viciſſim 


Sequitur, Neminem, qui Ecclefiz iſtius Membrum eſſe cupit, ſe 
Subſcriptioni eorum, ſi ab illo exigatur, ſubducere poſſe, quam- 
diu non demonſtraverit, in Symbols iſto aliquid contineri, quod 

ihe. ad Theol. I. 2. 


* Old Whig. Numb. 132. p. 1. col. 1. and a little after he in- 


= ſinuates that The Articles do not contain. Articles of true 


„Religion, but many Articles contrary to, and ſubverſive of 
true Religion, and deſtructive of the Faith and Morals of the 
** Chriſtian Religion.” Col. 2. But this He muſt prove, as well as. 
aſſert before it will be of any Service to him. 
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would no more Profeſs them, than Sub/cribe 
them ; ſince it is as great a Crime to Profeſs 
what we do not believe, as to Sub/cribe it. And 
if They did believe the Doctrines to be true, and 
ſuch as They would profeſs, They would for the 
fame Reaſon Subſcribe them too: For, in this 
Caſe, what an Honeſt Man will profeſs, he will 
Subſcribe. The Reaſon why Subſcription is, in 
this Caſe, rather uſed, is, I ſuppoſe, among 
others, becauſe it is a Standing Evidence of the 
Faith of the Subſcriber at that Time. F 
The Pleadings therefore againſt ,Sub/criptions I 
ſeem to me not to proceed from Sincerity, but 
from the Cunning Craft of Men who lie in wait 
to deceive. They are calculated for Thoſe only 
who are diſhoneſt enough to profeſs with their 
Mouth what they will refuſe to ſet their Hands 
to: The Reaſon of which can only be, that 
They regard their Reputation more than their 
Conſcience; They are willing enough to be 
diſhoneſt, but not to appear ſo upon Record.— 
This muſt be the Caſe when the Objection is 
only to requiring Sub/cription ; and if it be 
againſt all Enquiry and Examination whatſo- 
ever, That has been abundantly anſwered. E | 
Either Men believe and world preach the | 
Doctrines of the XXXIX Articles, or They do | 
not believe them, and would not preach them. 
If They believe them and would preach them, it Pr 
is no Hardſhip to require them to jub/eribe Ref 
them; fince it is no Hardſhip to require an ho- Fol 
neſt Man, in this Caſe, to ſet his Hand to What 33“ 
he believes. If They do not believe them, and heal 
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would not preach them, can they be ſo abjurd 
as to deſire to be admitted to the Office of Pub- 
lic Teachers, in a Church which believes theſe 
Doctrines to be true, and thoſe which they 
would teach, to be falſe? Can they aſk us, with- 
out bluſhing, to open a Gate to let Them into 
the Church, which was made on purpoſe to 
keep ſuch Men out. 

And as We have the Teſtimony of Reaſon, 
Scripture; and the Practice of the Primitive 
Church, ſo likewiſe have We the Senſe and 
Practice of the Proteſtant Churches with us, 
in this Point. | | 

And I may here take Occaſion to obſerve by 
the Way, that Subſcription is more Sparingly 


Required, and more Eaſy to be complied with 


in the Church of England, than in That Church 
which is allowed by Dzſſenters Themſelves * to 


be one of the Beſt of the Reformed. I mean 


the Reformed Church of France. 

If we ſhould compare the Practice of Theſe 
two Churches, upon thoſe Heads which are 
often cried out againſt as Arbitrary and Tyran- 


nical Proceedings in the Church of England, 
by Thoſe Who are of different Sentiments, or 


different Intereſts from Her, as if They were 
= | En- 


The Diſſenters have commonly made their Appeals to the 
Foreign Reformed Churches, againſt the Church of England. And 
The Acts, Decrees and Canons of the National Councils of the 
Reformed Church of France, were publiſhed in two Volumes 
Fol. Lond. 1692. intitled Synodicon in Gallia Reformata, By a 
Difgeniting Miniſter among the Presbyterians, and recommended 
as containing many excellent Expedients for preventing and 
healing of Schiſms in the Church, and for re-uniting the diſ- 
member'd Body of divided Proteſtants, collected out of the Ori- 


_ ginal Manuſcript Acts of thoſe Synods, 
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 Encroachments upon the Rights and Privileges 
of Enghſhmen, and the fingular and unpa- 
ralelld Impoſitions of the Church of England; 
If, I fay, we ſhould compare the Practice of 
the French Church with That of Our Own 
upon theſe Heads, We ſhould find, that the 
very ſame Methods have ever been moſt ſtrictly 
obſerved, and practiſed in That Church. And 
among other Things, that Subſcription and 
Oaths likewiſe, are required in the French 
Church more than in the Church of England, as 
plainly appears from the National Synods of That 
Church, which are the moſt Public and Au- 
thentic Rule of it, and therefore the beft Au- 
thority. 

All who are admitted into the Miniſtry are 
obliged to Conformity and Uniformity, by Sub- 
ſeription and Oaths, which are alſo frequently 
repeated in their Synodical Meetings, and on 
many other Occaſions *, In ſome Caſes Sub- 
ſcription was required of private Perſons, 
as appears from a Canon of the Synod of Alex, 
1620. 2 5. Art. 12, F In their National 
Synods the 


wear to them; and to promiſe alſo to approve 


and ſubmit to the Decrees and Reſolutions of their | 
National Synods, even before they were made ; | 


And the Second Synod of Vitre 1617, Cap. 2. 
Art. 


* Vid. Bingham's French Church's Apology for the Church 
of 8 Book. I. c. 3. fol. Ed. of his Works. p. 712. 
bid. 6 ; 


Cuſtom was, for the Deputies of 
the Provinces not only to /ib/cribe the Confeſſion 
of Faith and Church Diſcipline, but alſo to 
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Art. 1. agreed upon a preciſe Form of Words to 
that Purpoſe *. Beſides Their ſubſcribing their 
own Liturgy, Confeſſion of Faith, Canons, and 
Diſcipline ; They were alſo obliged to ſubſeribe 
and ficear to the Decrees of the Synod of Dort, 
by their two great National Councils of Alex 
and Charenton; And the Form of the Oath 
may be ſeen, as it 1s appointed » be taken by 
the Synod of Ales, 1620. Cap. 12. + In ſuc- 
ceeding Times the Buſineſs of Subſeription and 


= Oaths ſtill grew and multiplied : For by an 
Act of the Third Synod of Charenton, 164 5. 
= Cap. 10. Art. 8. All Perſons to be ordained, 
were obliged to /ub/cribe the Confeſſion of Faith, | 
the Liturgy of the Church, and the Canons of 


Alez, Charenton and Alenſon, and the Act of 


that preſent Synod ||. 


But Subſcription is not only more re frietly re- 


1 8 in the French Church, than in Ours; 


ut it is alſo, at the fame Time, more d. Mull 


to be complied with. 


It has been obſerved, that the Firſt Refor- 
mers and Compilers of our Articles, ſeem in- 
duſtriouſly to bo avoided the Determination 


of ſome Points, and nicer Exphication of others, 
that they might render Subſcription eaſy, in 


Points not Fundamental, to Men of different 
Sentiments and Opinions; whereas, on the con- 


8 trary, the French Church requires Subſcription 
to ſeveral Things, which are not required to be 


ſubſcribed in the Church of England 7. 
D 2 „ 


* Vid. Bingham's French nn w Ec. p. 713: 
＋ Ibid, . 1 Ibid. p. * ＋ Ibid, c. 4. p. 714. 
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The Doctrine of Juſtification is explained 
with much greater Nicety in the French Con- 
feſſion, than it is in Ours *; and with ſuch 
Nicety, as occaſioned a long Diſpute between. 
the French and ſome German Dives, of whom 
; Piſtator wes one F. And tho theſe Diſputes 
| were ended at laſt, through the Mediation of 
' King James, by his Letters Z, and Meſſage 
to the National Synod of France held at Ten- 
| reins, 1614.; yet the French Church ſtill took 
the ſame Meaſures they had done before, en- 
joining All Perſons choſen into the Miniſtry, 
«© to promiſe before God, not to teach the 
e Doctrine of Ju/tzfication any otherwiſe than 
They there explained it.” ** | 
For ſome Time the Doctrine of Original 
Sin was Another Inſtance of This, which hath 
been variouſly explained in the French Church. 
At firſt indeed it was exactly the ſame with the 
IX Art. of the Church of England. No No- 
tice is there taken of the Imputation of Adam's 
Sin; And The X and XI Articles of the 
French Confeſſion ſay no more than we do. But 
afterwards the French Church brought This alſo | 
into the Notion of Original Sin; And Sub- 
{cription is required to it in the third Synod of 
Charenton, 1644 4+. And though in the Synod 
of Loudun, fifteen Years after, the Canon of | 


Cha- 

Compare Art. 18. of the French Confeſſion with the XI Art. | 
of ours. + French Church's Apology, &c. c. 4. p. Ap 
715. Idee the King's Letter in the Synod of Tonneins, © e.: 
1014. cap. 19. || Ibid. c. 3. Art. 5. *# Thid. c. 6. BY V. 


At 19. Vid. French Church's Apol. c. 4. p. 716. + C. 14. 2 Pe 7 
t. 10. | | N 


. 


| + 
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Charenton. was moderated, and Subſeription re- 
quired only to the X and XI Articles of the 
Confeſion of Faith; yet ſtill All Perſons were 
forbidden to preach or print any Thing againſt 
the Imputation mentioned in the Canon of 
Charenton *, 

A Third Inſtance of the ſame is the Doc- 
trine concerning the Call of their fir/t Refor- 
mers, which every One 1s to believe not to 
have been any Ordinary Call from Man or the 
Church, but an I Commiſſion, by 
an inward powerful Impulſe from God +. And 
though ſome Corrections were afterward made 
upon This, in the Synod of Rochel t, yet Many 
would, notwithſtanding, find great Difficulties 
to ſubſcribe . 

To theſe Inſtances in Points of Faith, Others 
might be mentioned in Relation to Practice **, 
All which together render it much more diffi- 
cult to ſubſcribe in the Reformed Church of 
France, than it is in the Church of Eng- 
and. This Whole Affair may be more 
fully and particularly ſeen in Mr. BIN GHANM's 
Work, entitled, The French Church's Apology 
| or the Church of England. A Work chiefly 
extracted out of ah Authentic Acts, and 
Decrees of the French National 8 nods, 
and the moſt approved Writers of that 
Church. | 
23 | The 


* Synod of Loudun, 1659. c. 8. Art. 11. Vid. French Church's 
Apology, &c. c, 4. p. 716. I Synodof Gap. 1603. | 
c. 2. Art. 4. 1 1607. e. 4- Art. 3: | Vid. ö 
French Church's Apol. c. 4. p. 716. | ** Ibid. N 
P. 717. 


54 The Church of England vindicated, &c. 


The 01d Whig, indeed, owns that Requiring 
Subſcription is the Practice of All Churches 
Whatever ; But He thinks it never the better 
for That. It is the Jade, and neceſſary to 
carry on the Craft. But, whatever this V. 77 
acre may ſuppoſe, yet, to have the concurrent 
Practice, in any Point, in our Favour, wil! 
always be of Weight with Sober and Conſide- 
rate Men; who will not be for lightly throw- 
ing off, what hath univerſally been thought 
and Practiſed as, an uſeful and neceſſary Part, 
of Church Government. And though Some 
may exceed in the Exerciſe of it, as Others 
may be too remrjs ; yet ſtil! the Method in the 
general is good, and neceſſary to be retained: 

And None but Opinidtres, and Sefj-conceited, 
will oppoſe their ſingle Judgment, to the united 
4 5 dif} of the Proteſtant World. 

Upon the Whole, It appears from Reaſon, * 
Scripture, and the Practice of the Primitive | 
Church (and is corroborated by the Practice of | 
all the Proteſtant Churches) that the Governors 
of the Church have, and ought to have, Autho- 
rity to examine into the Faith of Thoſe who 
are to be admitted to the Ofice of the Mi- 
niſtry ; to uſe ſuch Methods in doing This, as 
They ſhall Judge mot proper; and to require 
the moſt ſatisfactory Proofs, which the Can- 
didates can give, of their holding one Faith 
with that Church, into which They come to 
be admitted as Public Teachers. And 


now let our Author go and reprat to his 
=_ 
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Club, that the Apoſtles have given no Di- 


reclion. 
„ | : 
«© Impoſing Subſcriptions to Articles of 
<« Faith unleſs it is certain that the Church, 
« which fo impoſes, cannot err, is, to uſe Biſhop 
« BURNET'S Words, a bold aſſuming of an Au- 
« thority to which no fallible Body of Men can 
have a Right.”* i. e. Unleſs the Church be 
infallible, it is preſamptuous to explain the Scrip- 
tures, and require Aſjent to ſuch Explications. 
And ſo, Becauſe our Civil Courts are not in- 
| fallible, it is preſumptuous to require Aﬀent 
to their Explication of the Laws. Becauſe Men 
are not fallible, but may Err, therefore They 
mult not attempt to explain any Doctrine 
whatſoever. What! Becauſe They may err 
in oy Things, can They be certain of 
Nothing? Cannot They be ſure of the 
Senſe of any Doctrine of that Scripture, 
which, our Author Himſelf tells us, © if in 
* Reality from God, muſt be char as the 
* Daylight, and fo plain as He that runs may 
« read it.? See our Author's Prudence 
Till All Things are Certain, I'll believe No- 
thing. — Very well, and till All Things are 
. Viſible, pray do you ſhut your Eyes and never 
look at Any Thing. I am fure You may as 
= well, unleſs You could fee farther than you do. 
* Old Whig, Numb. 131. Pp. 1. &.. T Ibid, 135. 
P. 2. C. 2, 1 0 


A 


& 


56 The Church of England vindicated, cc. 
If it be asked, what Occaſion there is to ex- 
plain What is allowed to be plain enough already; 
I Anſwer, that tho the Doctrines are plain in 
Ti hemſelves, as they and in Scripture, yet 
Nothing is fo clear but there ſtill remains a Po/- 
fibility for it to be miſunderſtood, when Men are 
blinded by Prejudice, or thro other Reaſons ; 
and the Scriptures have accordingly been miſ. = 2 
underſtood, and corrupted, and therefore, in their b 
reſent State, require Explications; And their = Ft 
being p9ible to be miſunderſtood by Some Men, te 
does not prove that they are not clear enough = p 
to be underſtood by Any without Injallbility; E 
If it did, Infallibility would be neceſſary in a1 
Order to be certain * of every Truth whatſo- I 
ever; ſince no Truth is ſo clear, but Some Men tc 
may miſunderſtand it. = 1 
Beſides, Where is the Neceſſity of Tnfallibi- = G 
lity, in Order that the Governors of the Church WM Ir 
ſhould have Authority to declare Their Senſe of ſu 
Scripture, and require an Aſſent to it from J 
Thoſe whom They admit to the Office of the FF 
Miniſtry ? Theſe Declarations of their Senſe 
of Scripture are not impoſed upon their Beef, 
but impoſed only as 7% to diſcover What i 
their Belief is. If therefore our Author means 9; 
that the Church impoſes them on their Belzef, ; 
the Thing is falſe in Fact, a mere Calumny 
which never comes from the Pen of Any but 
ſuch Half-Thinkers as this Writer. If He means , 
that they are impoſed 9 as 79%, to diſcover ma 
What re 
* That there may be Certainty without Infallibility. See : 
Rem. XV. 
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What their Belief 16, (and This is All He 
ought to mean, for This is All the Truth) This 
is no Preſumption, nor hath Infallibihty Any 
Thing at all to do with it F, It is much more 
preſumptuous in This Scribler to miſrepreſent 
Fats, and to bring ſuch Arguments againſt 
the Church, as are too poor to be brought a- 
gainſt a 2yaker's-Meeting, If Infallibility 


be neceſſary to juſtify ſuch Oppoſition (and let 


Him ſhew It not to be ſo, as much as It is 
to juſtify the Church of England in all She 
pretends to) He has given us ſufficient Proof of 
His wanting that Qualification. If Bodies 
are fallible, and therefore muſt not make any 


Laws for their own Preſervation; Are They 


to be influenced and governed by Private 
Men Who are as falhble as Themſelves? 
Go then, good Sir, and firſt prove your own 
Infallibility, and then the Vallible Church will 
ſubmit to be directed by the ipfallible Old 


1 Whig. 


VI. 


But now let us ſee What Luck He has at 


Quotation and Authority. 


wy Un- 


* That the Governors of the Church have a Power to de- 
mand Aſſent to their Declarations of their Senſe of Scripture, 
from All Whom They admit to the Office of public Teachers 


in their Society, ſee proved under Ren. I. and IV. 


= 
| 


thus explains = 
* Clergy has fo far examined a Point as to 
< ſettle their Opinions about it, They may 
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«© Unleſs It is Certain that the Church which | 
* ſo impoſes cannot err, It is, to uſe — | 
* BurneT's Words, a bold afſuming of an 
Authority to M. hich no fallible Body of Men 
* can have a Right &. 4 


In the laſt Remark, I confider'd this Paſlage 


as to what Force there is in it when made 


an Objection, by our Author, to that Power 
which the Church of England claims; let Us 
now review it, as it is His Quotation from Biſhop i 
BURNET, by Way of Authority. 3 

| have not at preſent Biſhop BURN ETI 
Works at Hand, nor does our Author ſay 
whence he takes this Paſage. E | 

But You ſhall hear how this ſame Biſhop 1 
BURNET explains the 20th Article, where the 


Church Claims an Authority in Controverſies 9 
of Faith, as I find the Paſſage quoted by Dr. E | 


STEBBING T. J 
« A Diſtinction (fays the Biſhop) is to be 


. 


* 


4 


* 


C 


La) 


Lay 


c 


A 


c 


may be well maintained, thou gh We aſſert 
no unerring Authority”, 3 
This Authority of Order, He afterwards 
«© When any Synod of the 


way 


& 


certainly decree that ſuch is their Doctriue; 


an d 85 : i 
9 
1 7 
9 * 
> 
LE 
88 
ens | 


* Old Whig, Numb 131. p. 1. col. 1. 
+ Rational * &. c. 5. 


made between an Authority that is Abjolute, 
and founded on Hzfallibility, and an Autho- 
rity of Order. The Former is very formally. 
diſelaimed by Our Church, but the Second 
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« and as They judge it to be more or leſs im 


portant, They may either train any other 
Opinion, or may require pſitive Declarati- 
ons about it, either of All in their Commu- 
= < 0n, or at leaſt of All whom They admit 
X © to miniſter in Holy Things. This. is only an 
= < Authority of Order, for the maintaining of 
= < Union and Edification ; and in This, A Bo- 


La) 


ay does no more as it is a Body, than What 


* IM 
EQS 
» 2" Ye ö 
5 ©: 6 
A 1 r 
: 
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+4 


La) 


every Single Individual has a Right to do 
for Himſelf, He examines A Doctrine that 
= © is laid before Him; He forms his own Opi- 
nion upon it, and purſuant to That He muſt 
judge with Whom He can hold Commu- 
e nion, and from Whom He muſt ſepa- 
* rate”, | 

Z Here you ſee Biſhop BuxneT, Who, in the 
= Paſlage quoted by our Author, is repreſented as 


A 


0 


A 


ſaying, that impoſing Subſcription to Articles 


= of Faith is a Gold aſſuming of an Authority to 
= wh:ch no fallible Body of Men can have a Right ; 


. aſſerts directly, in What I have now cited, that 
a fallible Body of Men may have ſuch an Au- 


L thority, For to reſtrain Openions different from 
their own, and to require pofitrue Declarations 
about them, is the very fame, in Effect, and as 


4; to the Authority of it, as requiring Subſerip- 
tions: And This Authority the Biſbop vindi- 


XZ cates to the Church, and ſhews that the Church 
may have it, without any Neceſlity of Infal- 
= /6:hity. WT "I , 
Z Biſhop BuxnerT's Meaning is plain enough. 
He makes a Diſtinction between * 
5 that 
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that is Ab/olute, and an Authority of Order; 
The Former is the Authority to which 20 fal- 
Wo lible Body of Men can have a Right, as being ³ 
14 founded in Izfallibility; The Latter He aſſerts 
% A fallible Body of Men may have a Right to— 
104 * It may well be maintained (ſays He) though 
10 We aſſert no unerring Authority”. 4 

1 The Authority therefore to which the Biſhop, il 
fl in our Writer's Quotation, ſays no fallible Body 
| | of Men can have a Right, is that Authority 
: only which, in the Paſſage I have cited, He 
| calls an Abſolute Authority, and ſuch as is 
| founded on Infallibility ; - But This abſolute Au- 
thority He ſays, in ſo many Words, 7s formally i 
diſclaimed by our Church : And therefore, what- 
ever Church He was ſpeaking of in the Old # 
Whig's Quotation (and it might be the Church = 
of Rome perhaps) He could not mean that 4 
the Authority which the Church of England < 
claims, is 7hat Authority to which no fallible 
Body of Men can have a Right. He on the © 
contrary ſuppoſes, that the Authority claimed by 0 
our Church is that Authority of Order only, f 
which He declares, © may well be maintain'd 
though We aſſert no unerring Authority”.— 44 

And now let our Author go boaſt of his Biſhop = .. 

BURNET |! He might have been quoted | 
upon twenty Occaſions before He had happen'd E 
to be for Us; But had there been but one 
Principle for Us in All his Works, I'd have laid ; 
twenty to one that our lucky Author had hit I 
on! 12 | 2 
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XZ however He may have failed in the Execu- 
tion. 


do 
4-4 
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VIL 


But notwithſtanding He thinks He has got 


2 Bi/bop on his Side, He muſt throw a little 


Dirt at the Clergy ; For That is his Deſign, 


Tofallibility (He ſays) the Clergy will eaſily 


deny to the Laity.— © But as for the Clergy 
= © themſetves, They are, if you will believe Some 
= © of them, the Repoſitories of Divine Truth, 
= © They have received Apoſtolick Ordination, aud 


« in That the Very Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
c beſides Chriſt hath promiſed to be with Them to 


3 © the End of the World“ k. 


Where 


The Repoſitories of Divine Truth 


do Any of the Clergy fay This? Who are the 
Some that have given themſelves this Character? 
Can he produce Any One? No Matter for That, 
Truth or Untruth, tis all one to this Writer, 
ſo that He can but throw any lo and /ly Piece 


of Scandal upon the Clergy. 

Well, © But if you will believe Some of them, 
« They have received Apoftolick Ordina- 
Indeed! And is This only an O- 
pinion of Some of them, of a Few only, the 


E Minority of the Clergy? For I hope, when 


He talks of Apoſtolicł Ordination, He does not 


mean to ſay, that the Clergy pretend to have 
been Ordained by the Apoſtles themſelves ; tho 
there is Nothing fo abſurd, but, to ſerve a Turn, 


He: 


old Whig, Nump. 131. P. 1. col. 2. 
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He would infinuate But let That paſs 
If you will believe (ſays He) Some of the 
ce Clergy” 


Ordination, but the Clergy? No, if you will 


believe our Author, tis only a Notion of the 4 
Clergy, and but of Some of Them. Where 
has This Man lived? Who, or What is this 


Writer? Is He a Presbyterian ? Or a Quaker ? 


Or a Papiſt? Does He admit of W Ordina- 
tion at all? Or does He think none Apoſtoli- 
cal? Or does He allow of none but Presbyte- 
rian Ordination? Or does He allow true Or- 
dination only to the Church of Rome, and ſfub- 
ſcribe (if He will pardon that Word) to the 
Come out of the 
Clouds, Sir, and tell Us plainly, Whether you 
think there is any ſuch Thing as Apoſtolic Or- 
dination, Or Whether you think there ever 
Let us 
a little into your Principles, and then we ſhall 


Nag's Head Story? 


were any Apoſtles in the World. 


know what to ſay to you. 

But the Clergy ſay too, it ſeems, that in 
Ordination, © They have received the Very 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt” .- 
mean now by the Very Gift? Ten to one but 


the Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit. But Who ; 


pretends to theſe? Do Any of the Clergy fay, 
that They have received the Gift of Tongues, 


or of Working Miracles, of Healing, or of 


Diſcerning of Spirits? No; but they ſay that 
They receive their Commiſion from the Holy 


Gboj?, under whoſe Direction the Church is 


now 


What! is Nobody of Opi- : 
nion that the Clergy have received Apoſtolic 


What does He 
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now put, ſo that their Eccleſiaſtical Authority, = _ 


* and the Grace whereby They are enabled to 
exerciſe this Authority to the Benefit of the 
Church, are the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; And 
— that this Commiſſion, and this Aſſiſtance, are 
2 = conferred and granted, mediately, or by the 
© inſtituted Means of Impoſition of Hands, and 
of Prayer: And when our Author will tell us 
. what He means by the Very Gift, and let us 
a little into His Faith about theſe Things; 
nf Whether He allows of any Gifts of the Holy 
7- i Ghoſt at all, Or Whether He thinks that no 
Grace or Gift of the Holy Ghoſt is to beobtain'd 
- 3 by Prayer; Or Whether He has not fo much 
25 heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt; 
When We know what it is He holds, We 
ae In the mean 


may talk more with Him. 
While I can only wiſh, that He had the Grace 


du 
not to ridicule Divine Inſtitutions, and had re- 
er ceived the G of Truth and Modeſty. 

us , And beſides, Chriſt has promiſed (fays 
ll He) to be with Them to the End of the 
World.“ Well, and has He never read 

N his Bible? Does not Chriſt make this Promiſe 
Matth. xxviii. 20 ? And could this Promiſe be 

lc any other Way fulfilbd (fince the totes All 
ut died within the Compaſs of fourſcore Years 
10 alter this extenfive Promiſe was made) but by 

„ our Lord being with their Succeſſors in the G9, 

S, fel Miniſtry till the Worlds End? . 
of And if this be the Meaning of the Paſſage, 

at then We have, in this Text, not only a ſuffi- 

ly = cient Warrant for the Miniſters of the Goſpel 


to 
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to expect the Divine Aſſiſtance in the Diſcharge 
of their Office, as founded on this Promiſe of our 
Lord Himſelf, which our Author is ridiculing; 
but likewiſe a plain Proof, that there is to be 

no Doubt to this Gentleman's great Sorrow) 
A Standing Order of Miniſters in Succeſſion 
from the Apoſtles, tothe World's End*: For This 


Promiſe of our Lord to the Apoſtles contains a 


full Declaration, that it was His Intention 


They ſhould always be ſucceeded by Others in ; 


the ſame Office Which This Writer may 
pleaſe to remember, the next Time He is diſ- 
poſed to ſneer at Apoſtolic Ordination. 


If it ſhould be faid, that This Promiſe may 


relate equally to All Chriſtians, as well as to the 


Goſpel Miniſters; J anſwer, I do not doubt but 
our Lord is preſent with All faithful and ſin- 
cere Chriſtians with His Grace and Aſſiſtance; 
But this particular Promiſe, in this Place, muſt, 
I think, relate in a peculiar Manner to the A. 
poſtles, and their Succgſſors. It is made to them 


the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them (fays our Lord) 


to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have com- ＋ 


unto the End of the World. The Promiſe there- 


manded you; And lo I am with you always even 


fore was made to Thoſe Who were to go Teach, 


and Baprize; And therefore, unleſs the Com- ry 
miſſion to Teach and Baprize relates to All Chri- 
ltians, the particular Promiſe in this Place. can- | 
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£07 
9 


not 


* See GROTIVs. 


2 
— 


immediately upon Giving them Commiſſion to 


3; 
* 


go teach All Nations, baptixing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


os 
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not be faid to be made to A Chriſtians, but to 
the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors. es 

If this Writer thinks he has any Counte- 
nance from the Endeavours of Thoſe, Who 
would elude the Exfen/rvene/s of this Promiſe, 
by different Explications of the Words ourrgAda 
= 7: aior A, which we have tranſlated the End 
= of the World; He may ſee them refuted by his 


W preſent Grace of CANTERBURY, in His Excel- 
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lent Diſcourſe of Church Government. And 
for His further Information in the Senſe of that 
Paſſage, I ſhall refer him to BEZ A, GRor ius, 
HAMNMON D ＋, And to the Perſian, Arabic, and 
Athiopic Verjfions l; Who All underſtand it in 
the ſame Senſe in which We have tranſlated it, 
chat is, to the End f the World, in the ſtrict 
_ & Senſe of the Words. are 

And now What is become of our Author's 
And beſides, Chriſt has promiſed to 


be with Them to the End of the World? Alt 


_ only betrays his /aperficial Reading, and profound 


lanorabes. ð ͤ N 
But let us ſee What He would be at. Some 
<< of the Clergy ſay, that They have received 


4 Z < Apoſtolic Ordination“. Well, and What 


of That? Why, if you will believe th7s Writer, 
They conclude Themſelves from hence to be 
infallble. But does He know Any Clergy, ex- 
cept Thoſe of the Church of Rome, Who lay 
Claim to This? No, But his Head is ſo full of 
that fame Church of Rome, that Every body 

E „ 


* Chap. 4. P. - Ed. 1707, + See alſa 
Poor's Synop. & WriTBY in loc. + Warr. Polyg. 
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muſt be drag'd into it. Does He know 
Any of the Clergy of our excellent Church of 
England, Who make ſuch an Inference as 
This? If He does— I ſhould have gueſs'd in- 
deed They were Some of His Acquaintance, 
by their Skill at drawing Conſequences, 8 
* So that the Clergy (ſays He) are Creed- 
« Makers by Profeſſion, and Creed Impoſers by 
© Office, Power, and Authority“. The Clergy! | 
What, All of them! Biſhop Bu RN ETH too ! and 
the Many Clergy of our Excellent Church, this 
Author's Acquaintance, Who are againſt Creeds 
and Subſcription, and (as He tells us) make UV 
of fuch Kind of Arguments as Theſe ! Will He 
ſpare None of them? Not his own Friends and 
Allies? Muſt They All come under the igno- 
minious Title of Creed-Makers 2 — Well, be it 
ſo, and an ignominious Title it would be, if 
This Writer was to have the explaining it. 
For by Creed-Makers, you would find He | 
means that they make Articles of Faith, or elſe | 
the Sting of the Obſervation is loſt; For if it 
ſhould happen to come out, that They only col- 
leck the Chriſtian Doctrines from the Scripture, 
and that ſuch Collef77ons are All the Creeds They | 
mage Why then Our Author may go and 
harangue about Crecd- Makers, with juſt as much 
Concern to the Clergy, as if it were about 
Shoe-Makers, or Any other Makers whatſ 


ever. 5 . 
It may however be not amiſs to obſerve, 
that our Adverſaries are as great Creed-Makers | 


as 


Old Whig. Numb. 131. p. t. c. 2. 
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as We. © T hey who inipugn the Doctrines of 
e the Church (ſays a 1 Writer) are 


« Themſelves as much Creed-Makers, and 
* Creed-Impoſers, by their Appeals to the Peo- 
« ple, and by their 7mpo/ing their own Doctiines 
4 on the Public, in a clamorous Way, (and ge- 
ee nerally with Satyr and Droefive upon All 
that diſlike them) as Others are Who impoſe 
ce their Creeds in a more regular and authori- 
© tative Manner. Much has been faid againſt 
© Creed-making, by Many Who have as long 
6 Creeds as Others, only 2 the ee Creeds, 
ce and Who are as confident in dictating, and as 
* dogmatical in defining, and as eager to impoſe 
< their own Sentiments, as it is poſſible for Men 


Ka, 


A 


A 


x 
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„to be. —- Andwhen Men declaim againſt in- 


« pofing of Creeds, the ſecret Meaning of all 
te ſeems to be, that They like not that ſuch a 
e Power or Privilege ſhould be lodged in any 


I | © Hands but their own” X. 


The Deifts and Free-Thinkers Who pretend to 
laugh ſo much at Creeds (and What the Writer 
I am here concerned wil is, I know not) will 
be found upon Enquiry, to have as long Creeds 
as We, 01 to be as great Paith-Stretchers as 


= any Men living. 


There was a very Excellent Piece written a 


ew Years ago, the Deſign of which is to throw 
the odious Names, which the T:fidels have! in- 


vented in Order to blacken their Oppoſers, back 


upon Temſelves. The Author retorts upon the 


E Accuſers 


®WATERL anv's Tiipwaf ſhe boar of the Ls. c. 8. 
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Accuſers themſelves their ſeveral Charges of 
Credulity, Bigotry, Superſtition, Enthufiaſm, 
 Statecraft, Prieſicraft, and Impoſture, with ſo 


much Judgment and Ingenuity, that every 


Reader of Taſte will be both pleaſed, and in- 
ſtructed by it. In this Point of Credulity, 


| ſpeaking of our Modern Infidels, © I do not 


= ms ſays He *) any more credulous Men 
living than They generally are. Indeed, We 
call them 3 own becauſe They believe 
" d What They ought to believe; otherwiſe 
"ou are great Believers in their Way, and, 

07 5 e moſt Part, Men of a very large Faitb. 
< It cannot be pretended that They believe /e/5 
* than We, ſince Our Creeds reverſed (which 
< uſually make Theirs) are as long Creeds as 
© before. Infidels have their Articles of 
e Belief as well as We, and perhaps more than 
, We: So the Difference ſeems not to lie ſo 
e much in the Quantity of Faith, Theirs or 
« Ours, as in the Quality. Bring We there- 
© fore this Matter to a fair Iflue, that it may be 
<« clearly ſeen which of the contending Parties 
& are the Credulous Believers. Let the Adver- 
« faries produce Epicuruss Creed, or Hobbs sf, 

* or Spingſa s 4, or any other, fairly and fully 


« drawn 


1 Chriſtianity vindicated againſt Inkelty a 2d Charge, &c. 


By D. WarzRLAx D. P. 21. 23. 

+ Hebbs's Creed of Paradoxes, aud palpable Abſurdities, has 
been collected into one Summary View by ſeveral Writers. See 
among others, 

Kortbaltus de tribus Impoſtoribus, p. 93, ad p. 139. 
Reinnan. Hiſtor. Atheiſmi, p. 444. 

T Sineſa's marvellous Creed may be ſeen, in a good Meaſures 
collected in, 
Kortboltus de tribus Impoſtoribus, p. 139. ad p. 208. 

Bazle . Diek. in the Article Spingſa. 
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« drawn out; and let us compare, I am veri- 
ly perſuaded, that ſuch Their Creeds repre- 
. Enited at full Length, will be found to con- 
te tain more, and more frightful Articles, than 
« the Trent-Creed itſelf, or even the Mahome- 
« tan. A Learned Foreigner has taken the 
c Pains to digeſt One of the Infidel-Creeds into 
« three-and-twenty Articles “, eight of them 
* Negative, and fifteen Affirmative : There is 
« ſcarcean Article amongſt them but What is 
e big with many and ſhocking Abſurdities. By 
© which it may appear, that Thoſe over-cen- 
“ ſorious Gentlemen do not want Faith, where 
They have Juclination. „ 
| I would recommend the Peruſal of theſe 
Infidel-Creeds (for That is no improper Expreſ- 
fon) to Our Author, and when He has ſeen 
them, He may perhaps have a better Opinion 
of Creed-making. TR | 

As I have quoted a Paſſage from the above- 
mentioned Author upon Creaulity, fo I will 
give you Another from Him upon Bzgotry, it 
being near a-kin to the Other, and not foreign 
to our preſent Point. | | | 

« Let the indifferent World judge (fays He) 
* Whether Chriſtians, or Infidels, are moſt pro- 
« perly Bigots. : 

The lower Claſs of Unbehevers, appear to 
have as tame and as implicit a Faith im their 
new Inſtructors, as it is poſſible for Men to 

E4y RO 

*SYMBOLUM FIDEIT TOLANDICEZ. 

Fayi Deſenſ. Religionis contra Jab. To/and. 248, 249, 250. 


You may likewiſe fee this Creed in the Piece I am here quota 
from. p. 22, 23. in a Note. 
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have; that is, They are &;zatted to Them, 

and led blindfold by Them. They believe 
every Tale that is but confidentiy told them, 
againſt Religion, or the Miniſters of it: 

They accept of any Sophiſtry that is offered 
Them, and ſubmit to any Deluſion or Im- 
poſition upon their Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding. They often take Dictates for Ar- 
guments, mere Aſſertions for Proofs, Equivo- 
cating fir Reaſoning, and Sound foe Senſe, 


While They are afraid of being guided by 


Prieſts, They conſent to be governed by An- 


ti-Prieſis; Who demand a much greater 
Submiſſion from them than We can pretend 
to. For We are content and thankful, if our 


People will but obſerve Us in What i is evi- 


dently true and right, While They expect 
to be believed and followed in What is pal- 
pably falſe and wrong. From hence may 
appear the Bigotry of the inferior Sort among 
the Des. 

« As to the Leading Men themſelves, They 


generally follow the Track of their Prede- 
ceſſors, and appear to be zealous Bigots to their 
85/5 Hens, to their Creeds, to their Paradoxes, 


to their Party; All which They adhere to, 
as pertinaciouſly as We can do to our Bible. 
They have Pagan Hiſtorians to reſt their 
Faith upon, inſtead of Moſes and the Evan- 


e geliffs ; They have Pagan Morals to anſwer 


c 
ge 
gc 


to the Divine en. on the Mount, and 


Pagan or Fewiſh Calumnies to fet againft our 
Chr1 ſtan * They have Eprcurus 
e and, 
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« and Celſus, Porphyry and Fulian, for their 
« Guides and Leaders in many Things, as We 
e have the Sacred Writers in all. Hobbs and 
« Spinoſa ſeem to be their chief Inſtructors 
« among the Moderns ; and it has been ob- 
<« ſerved by knowing Judges, that Hobbs Him- 
* ſelf was little more than a Diſciple of Epi- 
© curus , in his Syſtem of Religion, or Irre- 
K ligion. Now indeed if They have 
<< Reaſon for preferring Thoſe their Guides and 
« Teachers to Ours, then We are the Bigots: 
hut if, Sc.— . | 1 
S To return — — As our Adverſaries are 
Creed-Mabers, So They would be Creed- Im- 
gers too, if They had it in their Power. 
Would not His Very Man, at the fame Time 
that He is exclaiming againſt impafing Opini- 
ons upon Any One, mpoſe His own Opinions 
about Church-Government (while He knows 
nothing at all of the Matter) in Oppoſition to 
the zohole Church of England? 
Upon the Whole, They are not angry with _ 
us for having Creeds, but for not taking Thezrs. 
There would be no Harm in Beheving, if We 
did but Believe juſt. as They do; and no Harm 
in impoſing, provided They were the Impo- 
fers. But Now for another Abuſe of the 
Clergy. 


E-4 VIII. In 


„ PaARkER Diſput. de Deo. p. 86. 
＋ Chriſtianity vindicated, &c. p. 28-30. 
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VIII. : 


more znfallible than ho Laity, (which They 
never pretend to be) He will let you into a Se- 


cret. The Clergy, throughout all Ages of 


te the Chriſtian Church, have not only been 
* equally Subject to the Paſſions and Vices of 
© other Men, but to be led away by dangerous 
* and. pernicious Errors. Notable 


Obſervation ! Our Author here it ſeems hath 


found out, and tells you as a great Diſcovery, for 
to be ſure Nobody knew it before, that the Cler- 
gy, throughout all Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
down even to the preſent Times, have always, 
and conſtantly been What ? Why Men, for 
That is all He has told us of Them, . 
But © almoſt all the Things that have been 
„ ſtigmatized as Herefies, have proceeded from 


« their Mint . Well, and would not One 


think then, that This ſhould have ingratiated 
Them a little more into this Gentleman's Fa- 


your ? Since the Things which have been i- 


matized as Herejies, have generally been Such, 
as are contrary to the Doctrines which the 
Church of England now holds, to which Church 
and its Doctrines, for all His Grimace, He is 


ſuch an Enemy; for why elſe does He accuſe. 
her Clergy of having transformed, obſcured, en- 
m7 and adulterated the Chr: Hian Faith :? 


"Tf 


old Whig. N BY p. 1. e. EY + Ibid, 4 01d 
hig. Numb. 135 N C. 1. &a. x - 5 


In Order to ſhew you that the Clergy are na 
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If the Chriſtian Faith be adulterated in the 
Church of England, then ſurely any oppofite 
Doctrines, tho figmatized as Hereſies, ſhould 
find better Reception with our Author; and 
ſhould not, methinks, fo inconſiſtently be 
brought by him to prove, that the Clergy have 
been ed auay by dangerous and permcious Errors. 
The dangerous and pernicigus Errors, according 
= to Him, are the Doctrines of the Church Eng- 
and which hath fo Adulterated the Chriſtian 
| Faith; And therefore the Things which have 
been Aagmatixed as Hereſies, as far as they oppoſe 
theſe adulterated Doctrines, muſt be, in this Gen- 
tleman's View, the Sound Orthodox Paith But 
We are not to look for much Conf; Hency in One 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to ſay any —_ that will 
ſerve the preſent Turn. 

« As to the Fact itſelf, that © almoſt al 
ce the Things which have been ſtigmatized as 
<« Hereſies, have proceeded from the Mint of 
* the Clergy” ; ” ; Suppoſe it true Is it any 
thing preternatural, that They in any Science, 
whoſe Profeſſion leads them to think deeper, and 
hook further into the Matters belonging to it, 
ſhould be more liable (tho' our Author makes it 
a Reflection that They are equally fo) to fall into 
Miſtakes and Errors, than Others Who do not 
employ Themſelves ſo much about them? 
What a wonderful Piece of Wiſdom then has 
He brought forth ! © The Errors in Divinity 
* have proceeded from Divines”. Why 
Ay, and the Errors in Afronomy have pro- 


ceeded from Aſtronomers, and the Errors of 
Chro- 
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Chronology have proceeded from Chronologers, 
and the Errors of Geography have proceeded 
from Geographers : And Where is the News 
in all This? What End or Purpoſe does it 
ſerve ? Or Who is either the better or the wiſer 
for it ? What would He have then ? that the 
Clergy are fall;b/e ?——They own it, All Men 
are ſo. Or would He throw a Calumny on the 
whole Body, on Account of a Part of them ?— 

Becauſe Some of the Clergy have been mi :ſtaken, 
and Others have been Heretics, therefore the 


whole Body are a Parcel of Knaves and Fools.--- | 


Becauſe ſome Phy/icians have err'd in the Science 
of Phyſick, and may miſtake in the Applica- 
tion of Medicines, therefore the whole College 
are a Pack of Mountebanks and Merry-An- 
drews. A Concluſion worthy the /ogrcal 
Head of our Author ! And for Which, as a 
| ſuitable Puniſhment, I would recommend Him 
to the Regimen of thoſe Gentlemen. 

But perhaps He means (and indeed it is the 
only Thing He can mean to make His Obſer- 
vation even ſeem of any Uſe) that becauſe Men 
are fallible, therefore the Church (the Viſible 
Church, for of That We are all along ſpeak- 


ing) ought not to be govern'd by Men. And 


What would He have it governed by then? 
By Horſes? I never heard of any Governors 
of a Viſible Church, but Men, except it was 
Pope Joan, Who would be a fit Head enough of 
a Church where None but ſuch as He were the 
Members. If Men therefore are not fit to be 
Governors of the Viſible Church, He muſt either 
| ſay 


jj A. Sas Don Be. ons 
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fay (and it is not unlikely but He will) that 
there ought to be 20 Viſible Church at all; or 
elſe He may pleaſe to find out Some Governors 
for it that are not Men. O l/epidum Ca- 
put ! This is an Argument which could 


| froceed from no Mint but That of our Au- 


thor ! 
E. 


His next Remark is ſo mean, and ſo weak, 
that did He not lay it down with ſuch Pert- 


5 neſs and Self-Sufficiency, I ſhould really commiſe- 


rate Him. | 
lt is (fays He) the greater Preſumption in 
ce the Clergy of Our Church to pretend to the 


cc 


* impoſing Power; becauſe that, tho our 2oth 


Article affirms, that the Church hath Autho- 


* rity in Matters ¶ Controverſies the Word in 
« the Article is] of Fazth, yet, as the Church 
is declared to be, by the 19th Article, A 
*© Congregation of faithful Men, ſo the Autho- 
e rity in Matters of Faith ſpoken of, muſt 


| ** therefore be aſſerted as of Right belonging to 


4e 


the Congregation, and not to the Clergy *”. 
Tuum-ne, Obſecro te, hoc dictum erat? Vetu' 
r 
This pitiful Criticiſin, to do our Au- 
thor Juſtice, is borrowed, and He might, if 


He had plcaſed, have quoted another Biſhop 


for it too; tho' for the Goodneſs of it, it 


might have been His own, and coined in his 


own Mint. 


Tho' 


Tho the Church, in the 1 gth ae be 


defined a Congregation of faithful Men, the 
Rulers, Governors, and Miniſters in that Con- 
tion are not excluded, Which is plain from 


grega 
the Article. Now, as every Man, Who under- 
ſtands Engliſb, muſt know that to lay the 


Church hath Authority, is to ſay, there is Autbo- 
rity in the Church; ſo it is evident, that in ſuch 
Expreſſion, the Authority i is aſcribed to the Su- 
periors, and not to the Inferiors in the Church. 
When Any One ſays that the State hath Au- 
thority, does He mean to aſcribe the Authority 


to the Body of the Common People, or to the 


Rulers and Governors? * If this inimita- 
- Writer was to ſay, that the Court of Chan- 

ery paſs'd a Decree, I ſuppoſe We muſt un- 
— Lay Him of the Criers and the Tipftaffs.-—- 
Caput inſanabile ! His Friend Biſhop 
BURNET upon this Article, as appears from a 
former Quotation, would have told Him the 
Meaning of this hard Phraſe, and that the Au- 


thority is not in the whole Congregation (as this 


profound Second-hand Critick explains it) but 
in theClergy Synodically aſſembled, in Diſtinction 


from the Laity. 
And now What ſhall We ſay to this Old . big 


of Ours!—— The Church hath Authority in 
Controverfies of Faith, i. e. ſays He, The Congre- 
gation of the People have Autherity.- If 


He did underſtand it ſo, He muſt want Common | 


Senſe ; and if He did not, He muſt want Com- 
X. His 


mon Honeſty. 


2 STIBBIXG's Ration. Inq. c. 5. p. 124. 
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X. 

is next Objection to requiring Subſcription 
to the XXXIX Articles is, that they do not 

anſwer the End deſigned. 
Wherdtas (ſays He) the Book of Articles is 
« intitled, For the avoiding of Divenſities of 
«© Opinion, and for the flabhſhing Conſent touch- 
« ng true Religion, it may be obſerved, that the 
« Impolition of Articles upon Others, never 
« didnor can anſwer the End propoſed by it. 
# © ”Tis in the Nature of Things impoſſible, that 
| © the Opinion of any One Man, or Body of 
| © Men, can of itſelf be a Rule or Reaſon for 

< any Other Man's Behef. If Men enquire 
« and think at all, They muſt form their Judg- 
« ments by What appears Reaſon and Evidence 
te to Them, and not by What appears Evidence 
{ © to Others, of Which they oftentimes can 
| © know Nothing at all, and When they do, 
nas often find to be falſe and defective. | 
« And agrecable to this Reaſoning, We find 
* by Experience, that the preſing and znforcing 
s Subſcriptions upon Others, hath never in 
« Fact prevented Diverſ/ities of Opinions; much 
e leſs ſtabliſbed Conſent touching true Religion 
And then He goes on to tell a long Story, how 
Diverſities of Opinions ſtill remain in all 
Churches, Popi/h and Proteſtant, notwithſtand- 
ing the requiring Suyſcription ; with a tedious, 
inſipid Tautology, and impudent Abuſe of the 


Conve- 
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\ Convocation of 1562 *, And of all Sets of Cler- 


2 


gy in general . 
For Prieſts of Al Religions are the Same, 
The Argument I have recited from our Au- 

thor, however fair it may appear to the Eye, 

when We come to handle it, like the Apples of 

Sodom, is Nothing but Aſbes and Smoak. 


He ſuppoſes, according to Cuſtom, as a Mat- 


ter of Fact, that the Church of England preſſes, 
and inforces Subſcription, and obliges Men to 
believe the XXXIX Articles of Religion. Which 
is no more nor no leſs than a downright 
Falſhood ; And He knows it to be ſuch, every 
Time he repeats it : And yet This being the 
only Thing which holds his Argument toge- 
ther ; when We have taken This away, His 
whole Argument drops to Pieces at once. 

For Here lies our Author's Blunder (and 
He is obliged to me for giving it ſo ſoft a Name} 
He ſuppoſes, in His Argument, that the Dean 
of the Church is to procure an Duity in Opi- 
nion and Religion, by forcing Men to believe 
the XXXIX Articles; And then, becauſe it is 
impoſſible in the Nature of Things to force Any i 
Man to believe, He concludes that requiring 
Subſcription to the XXXIX Articles cannot 
anſwer the Deygn, viz. procure an Unity in 


Opinion and Religion. 


This is Another of our Author's Conſequen- 


ces. But How does it follow, that, be- 
cCauſe 
Old Whig. Numb. 132. p. 1. c. 1, 2. + Through 


cut his five Papers, Paſſim. 
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becauſe the Church cannot procure this Unzon, 
by forcing Men to believe the Articles; there- 
fore She cannot do it by any other Uſe of the 
Articles? Here is More in the Concluſion than 
the Premiſes, and ſo the Argument is good for 
Nothing. It is arguing (as the Schools 
ſpeak) a dicto Secundum Quid, ad dictum fim- 
pliciter ; from the Articles not being capable 
of anſwering the End by One Way, to their 
not being capable of anſwering it Any Way at 
all, — But I ſuppoſe our Great Advocate 
for Liberty of Conſcience, is not to be fetter d by 
the pedantic Rules of Logic and Truth. 
| The Church does not deſign to procure an 
| Unity in Opinion and Religion by forcing Any 
Man to believe the Articles; but by making 
| Uſe of them as Tefts of the Faith of Thoſe, 
Who offer Themſelves as Candidates for the 
| Offices in the Miniſtry. Now This Method 
plainly tends to exclude Diverſities of Opinion, 
1. e. to procure an Unity in Opinion and Reli- 
gion 772 the Church, by excluding from the Of- 
fice of Public Teachers All Thoſe, Who hold 
and would propagate Opinions d:ferent from the 
Doctrines of the Church; And by admitting 
Such only Who will inſtru the People in one 
| Faith. So that, tho' the Church cannot pro- 
cure an Unity in Opinion and Religion. by 
Forcing Men to believe the Articles; yet it does 
not follow, but that She may nevertheleſs obtain 
that End by the other Uje of the Articles Which 
I have mentioned; And Which was the only 
2 Us. 
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e the Church of England ever intended to 
make of them. Y 5 
This therefore overturns our Author's Argu- 
ment: But as J am not writing merely to ſhew 


His Inſufficiency, I ſhall go further than His 


Argument obliges me ; And I do admit there- 


fore that, in Fact, the Articles do not, by any Uſe 
the Church makes of them, wholly prevent Di- 
wer fities of Opinion. And fo may ſeem. not 
to anſiver the Deſign as expreſſed in the Title. 

But let it be conſidered, that, tho' there are 
Diverſities of Opinion among the Clergy not- 
withſtanding Subſcription; yet for the moſt 
Part, They Who ſubſcribe, agree in the General 
Doctrines of the Articles, in that Senſe in 
Which the Church underſtands them; and that 
the Difference is only in Circumſtantials relating 
to the Doctrine, but not determined in the Ar- 
ticle. | | ; 
Thus let Any Two ſubſcribe to the Firft of 


the XXXIX Articles. I Unity of this 


Godhead there be three Perſons, of one Subſtance; 
Power, and Eternity, the Father, the Son, and 


the Holy Ghoſt. Now there are a great many 


Particulars which Men of curious and buſy 
Heads may enquire into, Which no Way af⸗ 
fect the General Truth of the Doctrine. They 


may therefore differ in their Scholaſtzck Definiti- 


ons of Eſſence, Subſiſtence, Perſonality, Identity, 
about the Manner of Eternal Generation, and 
Proceſſion, about Filiation, and Spiration, and 


the like; and ſtill may Both agree in the Gene- 


ral Truth laid down in the Article of a Tri- 
r 5 nity 


The Church of England vindicated, &c. 81 


nity in Unity. This is only diftering in Circum- 
tantials, and Enquiries of their cwn, not about 
the General Senſe of the Article. They may 
agree that the Three Perſons are of the ſame 
Eſſence, or Subſtance, and yet differ in the 
Modus, how They are ſo; and in their De- 
nition of Effence, Subſtance, Perſonality, and 
vet agree to the true Doctrine of the Article, 
in the Church's Senſe, that Three really diſtinci 
Perjons, are of One Subſtance, or One God; 
provided always, that their Definitions are 
not Such as may ſabwvert this Doctrine; ſo 
long as They take care of That, Their Dzf- 


ference is not about the Doctrine of the Article, 


but about Particulars 2 contained 77 the Ar- 
ew. 

"Tis true, Whoever Subſcribes the Articles, 
is obliged in Conſcience to ſubſcribe them in 
the Church's Senſe ; But then the Church's Senſe 
relates to no more than She hath laid down 


| in the Article, or hath elſewhere determined: 


The Church's Senſe, can only be concerned in 
the Church's Doctrine. When We ſay there- 
fore that They are obliged to ſubſcribe in the 
Church's Senſe, it can only mean in the 
Church's Senſe of What is in the Article, not 
of any Thing which is not there. Now if in 


the Article before-mentioned, there is only the 
General Doctrine, or General Truth, that the 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are Three ſo really 
diſtinct, as not to be One the Other, and yet 
O united as not to be Three Gods, but One 
God ; then it is in this General Doctrine only, 

F 1 


oo 
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that the Subſcribers are to enquire after the 


Church's Senſe: And this I apprehend to be 


really the Cale. 
The Church indeed has expreſſed the Di- 


Ainctios by Perſons, and the Unity by Subſtance 


And the Reaſon is, to guard againſt the Mz/con- 
Aruction which the Doctrine hath ſuffered. 

The Scripture Doctrine is, that there are 
Three, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, 
Each of Them properly Divine, ſo really 2 


as not to be Ore the Other, and yet Z united 


as to be One and the lane God. And 'This 


was the Faith of the Church all along, before 


the Terms Perſon or Subſtance were talked 
of If which came not into Uſe,'till Px Ax g As, 
Nor ros 


*Eccleſia Chriſti, etiam eum necdum ad Diſtinctionem Patris, 
& Filii, & Spiritus Sancti, uteretur Nomine Perſonæ, Tres cre- 
didit, & prædicavit, Patrem, & Filium, & Spiritum Sanctum — 
Facunp. HERM. I. 1. p. 8. 

In jſusrIN MarTYR's Time We find that God alone was to 
be wor fo; ipped, Toy Gd wovey it pec@uureiv. Apol. 1. c. 21. 
Oed = dure ego wwiouwer. ilid. c. 23. yet that Father, Son, 
and Holy Gheft, were to be worſhipped — a vor *, Y T Tag” 
ers u or Aura, — * 74 ονοννναιj,e4, o, 1 
% wuvouuer. Apol. 2. p. 56. (as cited in BEN GH AM. Orig. 
B. 13. c. 2. Sed. 2. ) making no Diſtinction of two Worſhips 
Supreme, and Inferior. vid. WATERLAND. Second Vind. Qu. 16. 
p. 386. including thus the Three in One God, the Doctrine of 
the Diſtinction and Unity ; yet not expreſſed by Per ſons or Sub. 
ſtance ; nor does it appear that the Word Trinity was yet applied 
to this Caſe. vid. War. Second Find. Qu. 23. p. 449. 

In ATHENAGoRas there is direct Mention made of the 


Diſtinc ion and Union of Father, Son, and Holy GhoPe. T2 75 of | 
O ay Weng cu, Ne Oed. d; % y % Oos, 9. re- 


2 & 219, He a Twy 9 y Th vai Jorapwur, Y N 
Ti auge daigzow, d, d N xanoupiaes. Legat. c. 10: 
p. 40. Ox. yet Subſtance and Perſons are not mentioned. Vid. 
War. Second Vind, Qu. 23. p. 449. 
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Nokrus, and SABELLIUs, One after Another, 
charged the Catholicks with Tritheiſin, or the 
Worſhip of Three Gods; And then the Catho- 
licks replied, that They did not affert Three 

Gods, but Three Perſons only ; And it grew by 
Degrees into common Uſe, to expreſs the Di- 
ftintion by Perſons *, and the Union by One 

Subſtance F. 


F 2 Some 


TxtoPniLUs, of the ſame Age, about the Year 180, is 
obſerved by the Learned to be the fr/# Writer extant who ex- 
preſsly gives the Name of Trinity in this Doctrine: But till 

Perſons and Sub/tante are not yet made Uſe of. Vid. War. Sec. 
Vind. Lu. 3. p. 49. R | 

And We may collect from Mr. BIN HAM, that in the Anci- 
ent Church, Religious Worſhip was given to God alone; yet that 
Religious Worſhip was given to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt; before the Words Perſon and Subſtance make any Ap= 
pearance Orig. Ecclef. B. 13.c, 2. and 3. | | 
Per ſanarum autem Nomen non niſi cum SABFELIivus im- 
pugnaret Ecclefiam, neceſſario in Uſum Prædicationis aſſumptum 
eſt; ut Qui Semper Tres crediti ſunt, & vocati, Pater, & Filius, 
& Spiritus Sanctus, uno quoque Simul & comimuni Perſonarum 
Nomine vocarentur. Deinde etiam & Sabſiſtentiæ dictæ ſunt, 
quoniam Eccleſiæ placuit, ad Significandam Trinitatem, & Hoc 
Nomen Diſtinctioni Perſonali tribuere. Fa cu ND. HERM. L. 1. 
p. 8. Dr. War ERLAN D, citing this Paſſage of Facunpus 
HERMIANENS18, remarks upon it, that“ He is a little 
% miſtaken, when He confines it to the Times of Sa BELL Ius: 
But if We underitand Him of SaBELLIUSs, and his Predez 
*© ceſſors PRaxEas and NoETvs, his Obſervation is juſt.” Se- 
cond Vind. Qu. 23. P: 449. See a ! . 

T I know not (ſays the Author of Second Yind.) whether 
CLEMENS of ALEXANDRia may be reckon'd the firſt Writer 
extant that expreſsly has the Name of One Subſtance (uovad)zh 
sale) applied in this Caſe; It is certain TERTULLIAN has it, 
and Perſons too. Qu. 23. p. 450. 1 | 
. When the Expreſſions of Tpeis rsd, Tres Sabſtantiæ, 

Tres Subſiſtentiæ, Tria Suppoſita, came in, on what Occaſion, 
and What their Uſe and Meaning were, may be ſeen in Wa TER 


_ LaNnÞD's SEC@ND VinpicaTion; &, Qu. 23, p. 459-008: 
| Whers- 
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Some Terms of this Kind were neceſſary to 
be uſed upon this Occaſion; Theſe were the 
beſt could be thought of, and ſo are What We 


now find in our Article 4. But I preſume our 
Church does not pretend thereby to give any ad- 
equate Notton of What is zucomprebenſible, nor 


require the Subſcribers to aſſent to any particu-. 


lar, definite, philofophical Meaning, any critical, 
or metaphyſical Explication of thoſe Terms. 
All her Deſign in the Uſe of them ſeems to be 
to declare the Doctrine of A Dijſtinction and 


Union, fo as to keep clear of T; rithei ſin and 


Arianiſm on one Hand, and Sabelllanſſin on the 


other. 
And therefore I apprehend, that Whoever 


ſubſcribes to theſe Terms in this General Senſe, 


in this General Le of them, ſubſcribes in the 


Church's Senſe. 
In the Primitive Times, the Catholicks were 


ke to be divided about mere Words. A warm 
Diſpute aroſe, by what Names the Three Divine 
Perſons were to be called: Some were for calling 


Them 


+ Whereas in this firſt Article, the Three Perſons are de- 
clared to be, in the Engliſh Articles, of One Subſtance ; the 
ſame in the Latin Articles, is exprefied by cjuſdem Efſentie 3 
(Vid. Sparn Collect.) which ſhews that the Church, which in- 
tended the ſame Senſe in Both, deſigned by ſuch Terms only 
to expreſs the Union as ſtrongly as pojjible; And that by ſaying 
the Three Per/;ns ave of One Subſtance, ſhe means that They are 
of the /ame Eſſence, and by ſame Efjence The means only to de- 
Clare that They are but Oue, or the NN God. © 


The Latin Articles were firſt paſ”d; recorded, and ratified in 


1562 ; revijed and corrected by the Convocation of 1571 ; And' 
an Authentic Er:2/ifp Trarflation was then made by the fame 
Convocation, And the Articles in both Languages publiſhed the 
fame Year, and by Royal Authority; And Syd/cription required 
the ſame Year to the Exg/iſh Articles, called the Articles of 1562. 
by the Act of 13th of E/iz.u Vid, BENNET" s Eilzy on the 
XXXIX Articles. 


The Church of England vindicated, &c. 85 


Them only rrelæ megowne, Three Per ons, to a- 
void Arianiſin; Others were for calling them 
Tpiic Vrogagne, Three Hyoſtaſbs, to avoid Sau- 
bellianiſm ; All meaning the ſame Thing, but 
not underſtanding each Others Terms, And 
io mutually charging one Another with the 
Hereſies of Arius, and Sabellius. ATHANA- 
$1Us hereupon convened both Parties together, 
and having accurately weighed the Intention 
and Meaning of the Words on both Sides, and 
found that They agreed in the Things them- 
ſelves, and not in the leaſt d/Fered in Point of 
Do#rine ; He ended their Diſpute, allowing 
the Uſe of Both Names, and tying Them to 
Unity of Opinion. T be Story is told by Mr. 
BINGHAM in his Oragines Ficclefraſtice d. And 
thus, in Sub/cription to the Articles, Whatever 
Teas the Subſcribers may affix to the Terms 
Perjon and Subſtance, provided They agree in 
the General Doclrine defi ign'd to be expreſied 
by them, a real Diſtinction and a real Union, 
all is Fair and Safe. 

To return The Subſcribers therefore 
agreeing tor the moſt Part, in the General 
Doctrine of the Article, in the Senſe of the 
Church, there is ſo far an Union in Opinion 
and Religion among them, which is not de- 
ſtroyed by their Di#erences about Circumftan- 
{ials only; provided They hold no Circumſlan- 
trals which may be /ubver/ve of the general 


Truth——— Indeed they then ceaſe to be 
C rreumpranttals, but Are of the Foundation. 
1 Ro 


| * B. vi. C. z. Sect. ix. 
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And What I have been ſaying of this Firf 
Article, may be ſaid, mutatis mutandis, of 
Any Other in the like Circumſtances. . 
And now, it there be ordinarily ſuch an 
Union 1n Opinion and Religion, ſuch a Conſent 
46 This among Subſcribers, it is as much as 
could be de/igned by the Church in the Uſe of 
her Articles, It Gould be abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that She deſigned to procure, by a Subſcription 
to them, an Unity in all the jeveral Queſtions, 
that curious Men might ſtart about C:rcum- 
ſtantials relating to the ſeveral Doctrines there 
delivered. The Church's Deſign then was to 
procure an Union in ſuch Doctrines only as are 
in the Articles, not in any Doctrines which 
are not there. And therefore, in Anſwef to 
the preſent Objection, If the Church Agne 
no more by the Uſe of her Articles, it cannot 
be objected to them, that they don't anfiver the 
Dean, becauſe they do not procure ſuch a 
Kind of Union as was never thought of. 
If ſuch an Unity as This be obtained by the 
Uſe which the Church makes of her ihe, | 
the Benefit will be great, and worth procuring ; 
the Intention of the Articles will be anfivered ; 
Diverffties of Opinion will be fo far avoided, 
that We ſhall agree as to the main, in One 
Faith; and a Conſent touching true Religion 
will be\ eftabliſhed in the General Doctrines, and 
Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith. 

If Subſcription to the Articles does not pro- 
cure even ſuch an Union as This in the Gene- 
ral Doctrines, the Reaſon | is, that ſome Men 

E- | will 
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will Subjcribe the Articles without believing, or 
without enquiring whether They believe them 


odr not; Others will Sabſeribe, not underſtand- 


ing them in the intended Senſe of Thoſe Who 
require the Subſcription, but in a Senſe of 
their own, contrary to all Morality and Com- 
mon Honeſty ; And They Who Subſcribe Ho- 
neſtly, and believe the Doctrines at the Time of 
their Subſcription, may perhaps ſometimes be 
induced afterwards to change their Opinions. 
But Theſe are what no Human Wiſdom can 
prevent: There is no abjfo/ute Security againſt 
Contingencies, nor any Guarding againſt Ini- 
quity and Jefuitical Craft. No Human Schemes 
are perfect; and it is no Argument that becauſe 
they cannot guard againſt All Accidents, there- 
fore We are not to make Uſe of the beſt 
Schemes which Human Prudence may in- 
vent. 1 | 5 
Tho' the Title of the Articles run 
* Articles agreed upon for the avoiding 
of Diverſities of Opinions, and for the ſta- 
bliſhing Conſent touching true Religion“; 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the Church thought 
This would be an 2fallible Remedy: No; But 
the be/# that could be thought of. 

What then would Our Author have? Re- 
quiring Subſcription to the Articles does not 
fully anſwer the End; therefore (ſays He) lay it 
a/ide : But why ſo? Tho' it does not iy 
anſwer the End, it may be of great Uſe not- 
withſtanding. It will not procure an entire 
Conſent, there will be /ome different Opinions 
in the Church; But yet there will not be 6 

ä many 


: 

: 
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many, as there would be if no Subſcription was 
required. 


Tho' ſome Men will /#3/cribe What They 


do not believe, and ſo get into Offices in the 
Church by ſuch diſhoneſt Ways, yet ſuch Pro- 


fligates are few in Compariſon ; and no Argu- 
ment for laying aſiae Subſcription, but rather 
for inventing ſome /?7:7ger Barriers. | 
If a Man makes an Hedge 'round his Field, 
I ſuppoſe He may be ſaid to do it for pre- 


ſerving his Corn; But if it happens afterwards - 
that Some Men, in order to fow Tares among 


his Wheat, ſhould leap over this Hedge, ſhall 
it be ſaid Break it down, and lay all open, 


becauſe it does not fully anſwer the End, and 


keep out Every One? Whoever was to adviſe 


Him to this, I apprehend, He would look 


upon as One who wanted to ſow his Tares as 


well as the Reſt, but did not much care to 
venture /-aping the Hedge; as an Agent for 
Himſelf and Company, ſent upon a Fool's Er- 
rand, to adviſe the Man to take away the 
Fence which He ſet up on Purpoſe to keep 
theſe Gentlemen out, that They may All get 
in, wzthout any Diyjjiculty, A rare Piece of Ad- 
vice ! And no Doubt He would be wiſe:enough 


to follow it —tho' I ſhould think Him 


much wiſer, if he made his Fences ſtill fronger 


and b;gber. However, it would be bet- 


ter to let them remain as they are, tho' they 
will not keep out Some Who can jump over a- 
1; Thing, than pull em down and fo let in 

2 £7 Sorry 
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Every One Tho' our Articles therefore 
cannot keep out of the Offices of the Mini- 
ſtry All Men who hold Opinions different 
from What is therein contained, and are Har- 
dy enough to ſubſcribe againſt Conſcience ;; 1 yet 
hes will keep out All Others who have a Re- 
gard to Honowr and Conſcience, and I hope They 
are the Majority of them. 

And if Men change their Opinions after they 
have /aubſcribed, the Church has taken the 
beſt Care She can to provide againſt this Acci- 
dent, by requiring Subſcription to be repeated 
upon ſeveral Occaſions of Admiſſion into the 
Public Offices, and Preferments of the Church : 
But it is an Inconvenience which the Wit of 
Man cannot holly guard againſt ; yet is no 
more a Reaſon for the Church to lay aſide re- 
quiring Subſcription, than it is for the State to 
| lay aſide requiring Oaths. 

And now I have mentioned it, let us try our 
| Author's Reaſoning in the Caſe of State-Oaths, 
and fee what will come out of it. 

State-Oaths are required to be taken by Thoſe 
Who are admitted into Offices of Truſt, for 
avoiding Diver fities of Opinion in the State, and 
for ftabhiſhing Conſent touching the Government. 
They are Teſts of the Political Opinions of 
Thoſe, Who offer Themſelves for any Civil 
Truſt, as the Articles are of the Theological 
Opinions of Thoſe, Who offer . for 
any Eccle ft cal Truſt. 


No 


Sy * 
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Now there are many, I _— Who with 


that theſe Oaths were either woholly laid afide, or 


that the Terms were left more Sn and O- 
pen; that the Renunciation of the Pope, for In- 


ſtance, and Abjuration Oath, were diſpenſed 


with, and that the Legiſlature would be content 


with Swearing Allegiance in General Terms ——- 
No Doubt there are; and it is fo reaſonable a 
With, that I ſuppoſe the State would comply 
with it upon this Gentleman Petition; unlet 
They ſhould unluckily happen to think, that 


the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature hath found it 


abſolutely neceſſary, as a Security againſt Craft 
and Wile, to proceed beyond Generals. 

Well; but theſe Oaths do not anfiver the 
Eud. There are ſtill Drver ities of Opinion, 
and Parties, in the State It may be fo: For 
tho We preſume that, ordinarily, They Who 
take the Oaths, conſent in the Fundamental 
Points, and General Scope of them ; yet Some 


Men will perhaps venture to take them, Who 
do not in their Conſcience aſſent to them: But 
if They will fear, and lie, and forfevear, Who 
can p it? They muſt anſwer for That: The 


ordinary Uſe of the Oaths is ſtill manifeſt; 


ſince More would come into Offices of Power 
and Truſt, who are unqualiſied, if it was laid 


aſide ; and perhaps the Subverſion of the State 
— be the Conſequence. 


Neither is there more Force in that Realbi, 
that they may charge their Opinions after They 
have taken the Oaths ; unleſs, becauſe We can- 
not hinder a Perſon from changing his Opi- 

nions 


YU wh, * we *E 


For I will undertake to ſtew, that 
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nions after He is in an Office of Power and 
Truſt, therefore We muſt not endeavour to 
know whether He is qualified for i it af the Time 


of bis Admiſſion, 
Let our new Reformer then go petiticn the 


State for an Abolition of Oaths. He may with 
full as much Reaſon, as defire (I _—_ ſay de- 


mand) the Church to require no $8 1 * ption. 
is Argu- 
ments are juſt as good for One, as the Other. 


| And if the Legiſlature ſhould not think proper 
to comply with His cons let Him inſilt, 


and abuſe the State, as he hath done the Church, 
and then He may chance to meet with his ” 


fer Reward. 


It may be obſerved, that tho requirin g Sub- 
ſcriptions does not anſwer the End /o well os might 


| be wiſhed; yet this Man's pleading for laying 15. | 
Pradlice afide, ſhews it to be cf fome U/e 

e deſires either to have it laid aſide, or the 
Terms to be made more General and open. 


Now, if the Practice be of 20 LU; if All, of Any 


Opinion, may come into the Offices of the 


Church notwithſtanding; Why does he want 


to have the Terms more Open? They are open e- 
nough——If they are not open enough (as He 
thinks they are not); then it is plain the Practice 


. of Uſe, viz. to keep out this Gentleman aud his 
Clan, Who, it ſeems, cannot fo eaſily come in, as 
the T, erms ſtand at preſent—This Writer's being 


ſo angry with them for not being ofen enough, 1s 
a ſufficient Conſutation of All he has fatd a- 
gainſt the Uſe of them. | 
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It is plain, that to endeavour to avoid Di- 


werſities of Opinion, and to eftabliſh Conſent 


touching true Religion, is no Chimerical Scheme, 


as this Writer repreſents it to be; there is no 


Tmpoſſivility in it, in the Nature of Things; For 


if this were the Caſe, vain would be that De- 
fire of the Apo/tle— 7 beſeech you, Brethren, by 
the Name of our Lord Fejus Chriſt, that ye All 
ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there be no Di- 
viſions among you, but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
fame Judgment “. 
An Unity of Opinion and Daftrice is here 7e- 
commended by the Apoſtle; It muſt therefore be 
Polſeble tho' St. Paul and our Author, it 
ſeems, differ in their Opinion. 

We muſt therefore contrive the beſt Expedi- 
ents we can to obtain it. If they fail, as all 
Human Schemes may, We cannot help That : 


ſo long as they do, in any Meaſure, contribute 


to the End deſigned, We muit not part with 
them, unleſs it be for better. If our Adverſaries 


in thi Point, can think of any more proper 


Method than What We have at preſent, We 
{hall be obliged to them for the Diſcovery : But 
to recommend the breaking down all Fences is, I 
am ſure, no ſuch more proper Method ; which 


can "4 lg no other Effect, than to let in all Man- 


ner of Errors, and Corruptions to the Church ; 
to confound All Religious Socreties, and deftray 
the very Being of Church-Communion, the Foun- 
dation of Which is laid in One Faith, One 
; | Hope, 
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Hope, One Baftiſin ; and to compoſe a mon- 


ſtrous Body of Arians, Socinians, Sabellians, 


Gnoſticks, Antinomians, Pelagians, Mahometans, 
Papiſts, Presbyterians, and Quakers, &c. &c. 
&c. joined with Such as are d:re&ly oppoſite to 
All Theſe ; All which, blended together, are to 
make up one worſhipping Aſſembly, that ſhall 


eat of the Same Altur, and be edified by the 

| Same Preacher; Which is in Effect to jumble 
together Light and Darkneſs, to make a Com- 
pofition between God and Belial, and in a 


Word, to imitate the Jews in turning the Tem- 
þle of” God into a Den of Thieves *. | 


XI. 


= Suppoſing the Articles impoſed, do really 
contain the Doctrine of True Religion, yet 


e doth the Impoſition of them by the Civil 


Peer carry any Conviction of the Truth of 
* them?” No; And who told Him that 
This was the End or Deſign of their being im- 
foſed, as He calls it? Subſcription is required to 
the Articles, not to convuincèꝰ Men of their Truth, 


but to dr/cover Whether They are convinced 


already of their Truth, or not. 
What (ſays this judicious Gentleman) is 
Me judge, and We decree, to the Progf of the 


* Things judged and decreed 4? - Nothing; 
nor are the Things deſigned to be proved in the 


Articles, but only zzdged, and decreed, as already 
| proved, 


* Vid. Preface to the Weſt. Confeſ. p. 107. Ed. 2. 
1 Old Whig, Numb. 132 p. 1, c. 1. I Ibid. 
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proved, or capable of Proof; and, as Such, are 


offer d to the Srs/ſcribers, to diſcover Whether 
They believe them, and have already proved them 
Themſelves. Ez 

_ « Suppoſe Any Perfon ſhould not ſee that 
te the Apoſtle confeſſes Thzs, and that the Scrip- 
© ture Warrants prove That, would the Decree 
* of the Convocation in 1562, and the Act of 
«© Parliament of the 13th of Eliz. clear his 
* Eye-fight, and help Him to A better Diſ- 
* cernment *? —— No; nor were they de- 
ſigned for any ſuch Uſe, The Perſon is ſup- 


poſed to have ſarch'd, whether the Apoſtle 


does confeſs This, and the Scripture Warrants 


prove That, before He comes to Subſeribe; and 


if He is of a different Opinion, He is ct to 
Subſcribe, Nobody will force Him to 1t— 
The Decree of the Convocation of 1562, and 
the Act of Parliament of the 13th of Eliz. are 
only deſigned to clear the Eyeſight of Thoſe Who 
are, by their Office, to admit or refuſe any 
Candidate, Who offers for any Eccleſiaſtical 
Office. "Tis Weir Eye-fight only that the De- 
cree, and the Act are intended to clear, that 
They may ſee and diſcern, whether any Candi- 
date is duly gualified for the Office he deſires; 
And it would be well if any Decree, or Act, 
or any Thing elſe could clear this Writer's Eye- 
/ight, that He might /ee the Weakneſs of his 
Reaſoning, and diſcern his own Ignorance. 
The Convocation of 1 562 might err, &c.-- 
© therefore Some of the XXXIX Articles might 
be 


* Old Whig, Numb 132. p. 1. col. r. 
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ee be erroneous and contrary to Chriſtian Faith, 
and by Conſequence by Virtue of the 2oth 
« Article, ought not to have been decreed, nor Eu- 
forced to be believed for Neceſſity of Salvation 3 
and as far as Any of Them are þ erroneous, 

« the continuing to impoſe them, and oblig- 
ing the Clergy to fubſcribe them, doth not 
tend to eſtabliſh Conſent touching true Reli- 
« g1on, but Confent in Error and Anti-Chriſtian 
« Falſhood *”. 

He could not well have crouded together 
more Tautology, Miſrepreſentation, and Con- 
tradiction, in the Compaſs of ſo few Lines. 

© The Convocation might err,” 7z. e. the 
Church is not 77fa/lible, How many Times 
have We had This before? but it being ſo great 
a Piece of News, it deſerved to be told again— 
Well; But then © Some of their Doctrines 
might be erroneous.” Admit it Why then, 
«* By Virtue of the 2oth Arzicle they ought 


A 


© 


o 


not to have been enforced to be believed for 


** Neceſſity of Salvation. Nor are they ;- 
tho' it is plain this Honęſt Man would have His 
Readers believe they are, by His Repreſentation 
of the Matter. In the fort Place they are not 
enforced in any Senſe at all; and in the net 
Place they are not all of them offer'd as Truths 
neceſſary to be believed in order to Salvation 
An Article of Faith is One „Thing, and an Ar- 
ticle of Religion is Another 4. — Again —“ As 


* far as any of them are 0 erroneous, the con- 


tinuing 


Old Whig, Numb. 132. P. 1. col. 2. & 3. 
+ Vid. Remark ii. t Vid. Rem. iii. p. 26. 
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I nuing to 7mpoe them, and ob/iging the Cler- 


y to ſubſcribe them, &c.” He KNOW 
— No One is ohliged to ſubſcribe them 
But this is the old Falſhood, Which this 0/4 
Whig has the Ef/rontery to repeat an hundred 
Times over; And it He was ob/zged to refeat it, 


till He could prove 1t, 1t would be a Puniſhment 


ſuitable to his Crime. 
But as far as any of the Articles are erroneous, 


EE Subſcription © doth not tend to eſta- 


« bliſh Conſent touching true Religion, but 
* Conſent in Error and Anti-Chriſtian Fals. 
* hood” Or (as He hath it in another 
Place) © By this means Error wherever it gets 
* Footing, hath a jure Support, irrefiſtibly 
* triumphs over Truth, and ſucceſsfully oppo- 
* ſes the Doctrines of true Chriſtianity.“ — 
Aut dormitabo, Aut ridebo? This is flat and 
Plain Hudibras; 


On either Side He would Hifbute, 8 
he ute, change Hands, and ſtill e | 


Juſt now, requiring Subſer iption to the 
XXXIX Artichs could nt tend to promote any 
Conſent at all; and this was thought a good 
Argument againſt the Practice The Iinpo- 
fitzon of Articles upon Others never did, nor can 
anſwer the End propoſed by it + 2 find by 
Experience, that inforcing Subſcriptions upon O- 
thers, hath never 1 Faet ftabliſh'd Conſent touch- 
ing true Religion 7. 775 real Durxotifm and 

Duackery 


* Numb, 134. p. 2. c. 1. _ + Numb. 131. p. r. c. a. 1 Ibid. 
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Quackery to endeavour to prevent Diverſities 
of Opinions, or eſtabliſh Conſent touching 
Religion, by framing and impoſing Articles 
and Subſcriptions upon Others *,——— Theſe 
are His Words; and yet now, the ſame ready 
Writer can ſay, that if the Articles be errone- 
ous, requiring Subſcription to them tends to 
eftabliſh Conſent in Error, and that it is a fure 
Support to it What Inconſiſtency! 


Duo teneam vultus mitantem Protea Nodo? 

Is He playing the Hocus Pocus? Is the 
Scheme of requiring Subſcription ſo very pliable; 
as to bend juſt as He would have it ? Are the 
Effects of it wholly at his Diſpoſal ? If the Ar- 
ticles be ?rue (ſays He) they do qt tend to 
eſtabliſh Conſent in 7hoſe Truths; But if the 
Articles be erroneous, then they do tend to eſta- 
bliſh Conſent in 7hoje Errors—— It is impoſ- 
fible, I am ſure, to eſtabliſh any Conſent between 
this Writer's Aſſertions; For Theſe two Propo- 
| fitions, joined together, are downright Contra- 
| diction and Nonſenſe——Ore of the Objecti- 
ons We may hope the Articles to be free from: 
For if They do at tend to effabliſh Conſent in 
Truth, Suppoſing them true, then it cannot 
be objected that they do tend to etabliſb Conſent 
in Error, ſuppoſing them erroneous : Or on the 
other Hand; If they ds tend to effabhſh Conſent 
in Error, ſuppoſing them erroneous, then it 
cannot be objected that they do not tend to a. 
bliſh Conſent in Truth, ſuppoſing them To 


® Numb. 131. p. 2. e. 1. 
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| If by this Means Error, wherever it gets 
5 Footing, hath a ſure Support, irreſſtibly tri- 
1 umphs over Truth, and ſucceſsfully oppoſes the 
= | Doctrines of rue Chriſtianity; muſt not the 
=} ſame Perſon, if He has any Regard to Common 
Senſe, admit, that by this Means alſo Truth, 
wherever it gets Footing, hath as ſure a Sup- 
fort, as irreſiſtibly triumphs over Error, 
and as ſucceſsfully oppoſes the Doctrines of 
Heretichs, and Schiſmaticks *—— But our 
Hudibras here, ſuppoſes the Articles to e/?ab/;/þ 
and not to eſtabliſh Conſent, and makes both 
Sides of the Contradiction Ob4jeftrons againſt 
them. ff this be not real Quixotiſin and 
Duackery, I am ſure it is real Nonſenſe and Ab- 
fardity. i 


4 


e In the tenth and eleventh Centuries, when 
the Power of the Church of Rome bare down 
4e all before it What was the Conſent 
e Sheeſtabliſhed and procured ? What the Di- 
« wer/ity of Opinions She forbid The 
<« Conſent eſtabliſhed was a Conſent in the 
e groſſeſt Abſurdities, the moſt monſtrous 
* Falſhoods, and the moſt impious Superſtiti- 
tions *. This our Author alledges as 
an Inſtance of the 20 Effects of that Authority, 
claimed by the Church, to preſcribe what Doc- 

trines ſhall be publickly taught; And would 


have it be thought a good Argument, why the - 


But 


Church ought to have no ſuch Authority. 


Old Whig, Numb. 132. p. I. c. 3. 
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But if this Writer will learn to Think, He 
may find, that the Corruptions of the Church of 


| Rome, or of any other Church, did not proceed 


from the Exerciſe of this Authority, but from 


a Neglect of it. If the Governors of the Church 


of Rome, had taken Care to diſcourage the 
Preachers of Tranſubtantiation, and Image- 
Worſhip, or any other Error, when ſuch Doc- 
trines firſt appeared, they had never prevazrled. 
It was owing to the Remz/5neſs, not the Exer- 
ciſe, of this Power, to a Connivancè at that 


Liberty of propagating what Doctrines We pleaſe, 


which this Writer is pleading for, that theſe 
Errors got Footing, and in the End ſubwverted 
the Truth, and eſtabliſhed Yemſelves in the 
Place of it. The Governors of the Church ad- 
mitted Thoſe who held theſe Opinions, with- 
out due Examination ; without requiring any 
Satisfaction as to their Faith and Opinions, by 
demanding a Profeſſion of, or a Subſcription to, 
the Truths oppoſite to theſe Errors : And after 
ſuch Perſons were got into the Offices of Pub- 
lic Teachers, They were permitted to preach theſe 


erroneous Doctrines without due Notice taken: 


When They had thus gotten Poſſeſſion, by 


Degrees, of the Offices of Power and Truſt in 


the Church, They could then admit Others of 
the ſame Sentiments; till having gotten the 
whole Authority of the Church into their 
Hands, the Exerciſing that Authority of pre- 


ſeribing what Doctrines ſhould be publickly taught, 
which was intended to prevent erroneous Doc- 
trines, and if exerciſed by their Predeceflors 


C22 would 
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would have done fo, ſerved now to eſtabliſh 
Error inſtead of Truth *,——— 80 that the 
Corruption of the Church of Rome was not ow- 
ing, as this Writer vainly fancies, to the ſtrict 
Exerciſe and Obſervance of this Authority, but 
to a Negleci of it; And therefore is fo far from 
being an Argument againſt the Exerciſe of it, 
that I muſt beg leave to retort the Argument, 
and tell Him, that it ſhews the Uſe and Neceſſity 
of it; and calls upon the Governors of Our 
| Church, to be careful and vigilant in the Exer- 
riſe of this Authority, leſt We alſo fall into the 
like Circumſtances, and the Church of England 
become, at laſt, as erage” as the Church of 
Rome. 
All that can be argued Goch the Caſe of the 
Church of Rome in the tenth and eleventh Centu- 
ries, or of any Church in like Circumſtances, is, 
that when Men of bad Principles, and erroneous 
Opinions, get this Power into their Hands, it 
will be abu/ed to the Eſtabliſhment of Error, 
inſtead of Truth But it is no Reaſon 
that, becauſe an Authority may be abuſed, 
ther efore it ought to be ad, which would 
conclude againſt all Authority in the World: 
And J apprehend there would be full as much 
Force in ſaying, that all Liberty has alſo been 
abuſed, and therefore ought to be taten away ; 
Which perhaps may help this Kind of Scriblers 
to ſee the Extravagance of their Conclufions,---- 
We can never argue from an Accidental Incon- 
denience, to the Total Diſiſb of a Method good 


MN 


* Conf. Roger's Review. p. 265. Ed. 2 
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in the general; unleſs We can force Logic a- 
gainſt Common Senſe, and the univerſal Expe- 
rience of Mankind, 1 
It muſt be owned, that this Authority, when 
Error is crept into the Church, tends to the 
Hſtabliſbmeut of it; For then, as the Author of 
Hudibras ſays, | 


The Laws ——— that Tere intended 
Tg keep it out, are made defend if 


But a Simile which the fame Poet uſes, 
will perhaps help our Author to ſee the Abſur- 
dity of the Cauſe he aſſigns, and the Reme- 
dy he propoſes for this Evil. 


As when the Sea breaks ver its Bounds, 
And overflows the level Grounds, 

Thoſe Banks and Damms, that Jike a Skreen 
Did keep it out, now 2 it in, 


It is as ridiculous to aſcribe the Errors in any 
Church to this Authority in the Governors, be- 
cauſe when 2 bath enter'd, this Authority 
tends to e/tabliſh it; as it would be to aſcribe the 
Inundation of the Seq to the Height of the Banks, 
becauſe when the Flood is once got in, the Banks 
will Zeep it there. And to propoſe aboliſh- 
ng all Church Authority, as the beſt Method of 
Reformation, is juſt as good a Scheme, as if our 
20% Projeclor, in Order to drain the Land again, 
ſhould be for FHrowing down all the Banks, and 
ſo,to get rid of the preſent Flood, let inthe whole 
"I Ocean 
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Ocean; whillt Others 3 might think it 
more adviſeable, to let the Waters ſubſide, and 
drain away by Degrees by ſome other Courſe; 
And in the mean While to raiſe the Banks till 
higher, in Order to keep out the like Flood for 
the Future. 


Our Author's Scheme is- In Otter that 


"Truth may prevail, let Every One beat Liberty 


to propagate Error In Order to drive one 
Error out of the Church, pull down the Walls 
and let in an Hundred Error may happen 
to be eſtabliſhed, therefore eſtabliſh Nothing at 
all; which the Reader, it he pleaſes, is to take 
for good Senſe and god Policy. 

It it be asked, What are We then to do in 
Caſe Erroneous Doctrines ſhould be eſtabliſhed? 
and How ſhall a Reformation at any Time be 
effected, if no Man is to preach Doctrines, 
contrary to What the Governors of the Church 
have preſcribed, Who, we will ſuppoſe, have 

preſcribed Errors g- I Anſwer 

The Remedy, in ſuch Caſes, muſt be ex- 
pected from the Hand of Providence, Who is 
able to interpoſe, and, when He ſees neceſſary, 


certainly will interpoſe in ſuch Extremities as 


theſe. He who is in his Conſcience convinced, 
that the preſcribed Doctrines are contrary to the 
Truths of the Goſpel, or that any Doctrines 
are forbidden to be preach'd which are Goſpel 
Truths, muſt pray to God, that He would 
bring Thoſe, Who are veſted with Authority to 
erder and greern his Feople, to a due Senſe of 
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their Errors ; yea, He may oppoſe all ſuch Errors, 
within the Compaſs of his Station, and within 


thoſe Liberties which are conſiſtent with the Or- 


der and Government of the Church. 


Let him firſt endeavour, with a becoming 


Humility, to convince his Superiors of ſuch 
Errors; not only by private Application, but 
in the Synods of the Church, where Liberty 
of Debate is allowed. But if theſe Applications 
prove without any good Effect, and the Perſon 
is perſuaded in Conſcience, that it is the Duty of 
his Office and Station (for I ſuppoſe Him to be 
a Public Preacher) to oppoſe the preſcrib'd Do- 
ctrine, and to preach againſt it to the People, or 
to preach any Doctrine that 1s forbidden, let 
Him do ſo * : But then, if any Inconvemence 
attend his ſo doing, let Him /#6mz7 to it; for it 
is impoſſible to make any Proviſion againſt 
This, that can conſiſt with any Government in 


the Society. Eeſides, If A Perſon, thus con- 


vinced that the Preſcribed Doctrines are con- 
trary to Truth, and that He is obliged in Con- 
ſcience to preach other Doctrine to the People; 


If ſuch an One be allo d in Reaſon to follow 


the Dictates of his Conſcience therein; It muſt 
with the ſame Reaſon be contended for, that the 


Superiors of the Church, Who are convincd 


that the Preſcribed Doctrines are true, and that 
They are obliged in Conſcience, and by the Duty 
G 4 | of 


* If He thinks in his Conſcience that the Doctrine He would 
preach is fundamental, or neceſſary ; otherwiſe his Cer/itence 
ſhould oblige Him to be //ent : Becauſe it is /upps/ed that this 
Doctrine is not neceſſory, whereas the Peace of the Church 
is. | | 
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of their Station, to take Care that no other 
Doctrine be preach” d without Cenſure; It muſt, 
I fay, with the fame Reaſon be contended for, 
that the Superiors may be allowed to follow the 
Dictates of their Conſcience herein, by reprov- 


ing or degrading the Aggreſſors. 


Theſe were the Principles upon which the 


firſt Preachers ot the Goſpel acted, in Oppoſi- 


tion to the e/tabliſh'd Errors of Fows and Gen- 
tiles: They oppoſed and ſuffered; And the 
Providence of God gave Succeſs to the Conduct 


He had preſcribed; And by the ſame Method 
our Reformation prevailed againſt effabh/hed Po- 
pery ; not by a general Licenſe granted to Preach- 
ers, to propagate whatever Doctrines They 

thought right; A Method, which how well 
ſoever it may ſerve at /6me Times, in ſome Cir- 
cumſtances, and on Occaſions of the utmoſt Exi- 
gence, is not calculated for a Continuance, or 
fit to be made a landing Rule of a Church, 
which would be Sybver/zve of all Rule and 
Wen and deſtroy the very * of the So- 


ciety * 
Feeling the Truth, is, with our Modern Re- 


ormers, made the Pretence for breaking through 
all Reftraints, and overturning all Eſtabliſh- 


ments; juſt as Seeking the Lord was the Mask, 
under which another Set of Reformers perpe- 
trated all their Wickedneſs. 


To require Subſcription, or to call any One 


to Account for r propagating any Opinion in Re- 
ligion, 


27 Conf. STEBBING'S Rational Recs c. 2. p. Ea Ed. 1. and | 
RoGers's Review. c. 5. Sect. 2 p. 257, &c. | 
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ligion, how Prophane, Schiſmatical, or Here- 

tical ſoever, is, with theſe Gentlemen, as it was 

with Cronruells preaching Army, 70 reſtrain the 

Spirit *; And indeed there are jome Spirits 

which ought to be reſtrained, and the doing 

which, will be thought wiſe, prudent, and rea- 
ſonable by Every One but Theſe Men, who 

know not what Manner of Sperit they are 
of, 

They muſt pardon me for mentioning thoſe 
People; But when They cry out ſo loudly for 
Likes of Conſcience, and Comprehenſion; and 
are yet, at the ſame Time, invelgbing againſt the 
Eftabliſhment of the Church with ſo much Acri- 
mony, and endeavouring, as far as lies in their 
Power, to /mpoſe their own Model of Govern- 
ment upon us; it cannot but recall to our Minds, 
how Some other Men uſed thus to cry out as 
loud for Liberty of Conſcience, at the fame 
Time that They would allow no Conſcience 
but their Own, perſecuted All but their ow: 
People, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh their n 
Model of Government by the Sword, and the 
molt nefarious Acts of Rapine and Murder. 

It becomes Us therefore, as much as We can, 
to keep the Power out of ſuch reftleſs Hands; 
and to be ftri# and uniform to the Rules and 
Orders of our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, in 
Oppoſition to all the Clamour and Noz/e of our 
Enemies. We have once ſeen how far a Fond- 
neſs for their own Principles and Opinions 
Fran- 


Vid. CLAN EN p. Hiſt, B. X. Vol. 3. Part 1. p- _ 
Ed. OR. Oxf. * 
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tranſported them, when Power was in their 
Hands; and therefore They muſt excuſe us if 


We cannot help thinking, what Common Sonst 
tells us, that if ever They ſhould get into the 


fame Power again, We muſt expect the /ame 
Abuſe of it, when the ſame Bigotry remains 


among them to thoſe Principles which They 
could never yet defend, and They adhere to 
their Old Errors with a more than Popiſh Su- 


perſtition. 
XIII. 


© In the tenth and eleventh Centuries when 


< the Church of Rome bare down all before it, 


and it was temporal Death and eternal Dam 


nation to diſpute any of her Decrees- — 
« Here was a general Conſent of Faith 


© in the moſt impious Falſhoods and execrable 
0 


A 


Well ſaid Blunderer! Has 


Idolatries *“. 


He forgotten, that not long before, He aſſerted 
that, even if Subſcriptions were to be inforced 


e by the moſt dreadful Civil Penalties, All that 
e could be produced hereby would only be an ex- 


<« ternal Acquieſcing in the Public Opinions 
e not the E/tabh/hment of inward Conjentf”?--- 
How then comes it to paſs, that He admits 

Here, that in the Zenth and eleventh Centuries, 


there was a general Conſent of Faith eſtabliſhed ? 
For a Conſent of Faith is not an external Ac- 


quieſerng, but an inmard Conſent, —— It is to 


make 


+ Thid, 131. 


Ns Old Whig. Numb. 132. P- 1. 3. 
P. 2. «5p } if 
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make You believe, that the Church, by pre- 
ſcribing what Doctrines ſhall be taught, will, if 
they happen to be erroneous, eſtabliſh a Conſent 
of Faith in Error; tor which Reaſon He 
thinks that Method ought to be laid aſide ; 
tho' if you ask Him again by and by, He may 
tell you perhaps, as He did before, that it ought 
to be /azd aſide, becauſe it cannot, in the Nature 
of Things, eſtabliſh Such a Conſent of Faith 
However, his firſt Aſſertion is right; Civil Pe- 
nalties can never procure an inward Conſent, or 
a Conſent of Faith. — But He cannot be con- 
tented to Speak Truth in one Place, without 
contradicting it again in another. 
Again * Such of the Clergy (ſays He) 

* Whoenforce Subſcription, deſign not to pro- 
* mote Conſent touching true Faith, for This 
* They know They cannot do —— No? 
Why, is it not as eaſy to promote A Conſent of 
Faith in Truth, asin Falſhood? And the latter, 
He tells us, the tenth and eleventh Centuries 
did. Or rather, I ſhould ask Him, How 
He comes ſo often to ſay both Sides of this Con- 

tradition ? And the true Anſwer muſt be 

Becauſe, poor Man ! He does not Know What 
He fays. 25 | 


XIV. 


e If the Clergy in Council or Convòcation 
« are really inveſted with this Power [of en- 
* forcing Subſcription to human Articles of 
Faith] 


— 


* Old Whig. Numb. 132. P. 2. PS 
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Faith] it muſt be by Vertue of ſome diving 
* Order or Appointment, and They muſt be 
in a very Extraordinary Manner qualiſied 
for the Uſe of itt | 

In the ii Place, the Clergy neither pretend 
to any Power of enforcing Subſcription, nor do 


They enforce it upon Any One. In the next 
Place, They claim no Power of even offering 
any Articles to be ſubſcribed, that are WR 
Articles of Faith, but Such only as They, 1 

the beſt of their Judgment and Conſcience, "ay 
lieve to be agreeable to Holy Scripture. 


the third Place, this Power, being vindicated ta 
them from the Direction of the Apoſtle, and 
from the Nature of the Society of the Church , 
is ſufficiently authorized. And in the /aff Place, 
in regard to the Matter of the Articles, fince 
the Power which the Governors of the Church 
claim, is only to collect what They, according 
to their Judgment and Conſcience, believe to 


be true Scripture Doctrine; This is no extra- 


ordinary Power, and therefore requires no ex- 
FTraordinary (for 1 ſuppoſe He means miraculous) 
Qualification. For tho in the Exerciſe of this 
Power, They are limited by the Laws of 
| Chriji, to preſcribe no Doctrine to be taught 
but What is agreeable to Scripture ; yet the 
Application of this Rule muſt, in the Nature 
of Things, be left to their 9wr Judgment and 


| Conſtience ; And if 'T _ 2 9 They have a 
| Ji. Right 


: 4 * id. Remark IV. 


| OId Whis. Numb. 134. Þ, 1.8, ho 
and Remark I. 


This i is 
the only Power They claim; and therefore in 
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Right to all that can be ſaid in excuſe of any 
other Perſon, who acts upon a miſtaken Senje 
of Scripture, or conjerentroufly errs in the Per- 
ormance of his Duty. 

The Power (ſays He) of framing Articles 
« for, and 7mpo/ing them on Others, is a Power 
* of dictating to the Conſciences of Men, and 
« obliging them to receive and believe them*”... 
Then the Church of England neither alen d 
Power to, nor does impoſe her Articles upon 
Any One for She neither claims a Power of 
diftating, nor does She dictate, to the Conſcience 
of any Man. She endeavours indeed to inform 
the Conſciences of Men, in What She thinks 
the Truth: If Men think it to be otherwiſe, 
They are left to follow their ow Conſciences; 
No body di&ates any further, nor pretends to 
oblige Any Man to Knee So All is fo- 
reign. 

The Qualification neceſſary for the due 
« Exerciſe of this Power is N othing leſs than 
e Infallibility and abſolute Certainty, as to the 
Truth of the Articles to be decreed and im- 
* poſed . But the Power claimed by the 
Church of England, is no ſuch Power, there- 
fore requires no /uch Qualification. 

e The Church of Rome, which claims to 
< itſelf an univerſal Power of dictating to the 
** Conſciences of All Chriſtians, r:ghtly clarms 
the Privilege of Infallibility; as well know- 
ing that the One cannot be ſupported with- 


out the Other #”,—— But the Church of Eng- 
land, 


old Whig. Numb. 134. p. 1. c 1. Þ Ibid, f Thid. e. 2. 
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land, which claims no Power of dictating to 
the Conſcience of Any Chriſtian, rightly di/- 
claims the Privilege of Infallibility; as well 


knowing the Power He claims may be pen 


without it. 
But then, ſays He, © unleſs God conveys 
this Infallibility and Certainty, He cannot in- 
veſt the Clergy with the Power of impoſing 
Articles, and enforcing Subſcriptions to them 
% on Others, without inveſting Them with a 
<« Power to form Creeds and Articles compoſed 
* of Error and Falſhood, and obliging Others 
« to receive and ſubſcribe to them“; Which 
is true, but Nothing to the Purpoſe : For 
What would He conclude from hence? that the 
Church of England cannot have the Power She 


C 


La) 


0 
A 


claims, with Reſpect to Creeds and Articles, | 


without 7 Infallibility? There might be ſome 


Reaſon in ſuch a Concluſion, if the Church of 


England claimed a Power of enforcing their Sub- 
ſcriptions, and 9b/zging Men to believe their Ar- 
ticles; But She claims no ſuch Power : All She 
pretends to, is an Authority to preſcribe what 
Doctrines ſhall, or ſhall not be taught 2 fe 


_.Church ; and to require a Subſcription to ſuch | 
and ſuch Doctrines, as a Teft of the Faith of | 


Thoſe, Who are to be admitted to the Offices 
of Public Teachers ; And in the Diſcharge of 
this Authority, the Governors of the Church are 
to act, as All Other Men are to Act; to per- 
form the Duty of their Station according to 
their Judgment and Conſcience : And their be- 

| © 4.4 = INF 
Old Whig. Numb. 134. P. 1. c. 1. & 2. 
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— liable to err in the Execution of this Autho- 
does not ann the Authority itſelf *, 

"Woes is 7nveſied with a Power of doing 
Right, if He is fallible, may be faid, in this 
Writer's Phraſe, to be znve/ted with a Power of 
And what then ? If this con- 
cludes any T hing, it concludes too much, v7z. 
that becauſe a Man may err in the Execution 
of a Truſt, therefore He has not, nor ought 
to have, any Truſt committed to Him. The 
King cannot inveſt His Chancellor with a Power 
to make a Decree, without inveſting Him with 
a Power to make a Decree compoſed of Error ; 
and ſo away with the Mace and the Seals 


This is an Argument of the fame Size with our 


Author's. 


It will prove againſt All Truſt 


and Authority in the World, if it proves any 


Thing againſt That committed to the Governors 
of the Church. 

As Jong as Men are moral Agents, They muſt 
have a Power to a& wrong, as well as right; 
to err in the Execution of their Duty, as well 


as to perform it right: And to argue, that 


therefore no Man hath, or ought to have, 


any Truſt repoſed in Him, is ſo wild, and vague 


an AR that it could come from no 


Pen, 


* The Laws of the Church may bind to > Submifh on, though 
the Church may err in making ſuch Laws. In the Levitical 
Law, The Inferiors, in doubtful Caſes, were to obey the Sentence 
of the Prie/ts and the Judge, Dear. xvii. 8 —11. And yet 


their Judgment was not igfallible; mow ovwaywyn, the 
_ whale Aſſembly, the Chief Senate might err; and A Sacrifice is 
1 appointed for the * of their Error. Lev. 


13, 14. 


OO > 
SE he 


112 The Churth of England vnidicated, &c. 


Pen, but ſuch a rambling one as our Aus 


thor $, 
42 XV. 


« 5 our Proteſtant Churches act upon any 
“ Principle, in the Affair of Subſcriptions, that 
« can juſtify them in this Conduct, it muſt be 


„That of Certainty in the Things They de- 
<* cree and impoſe; A Certainty that muſt ariſe 


either from the plain Di&ates q, Reaſon, 


* which They have been / good as never to 


ce pretend to, or from ſome extraordinary In. 


e fuence of the Holy Ghoſt, and the healthful 


« Spirit of his Grace as to their Of. 
« fice *; which He takes Care to write in 
Talics, that you may not mils his Burleſque 
upon the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 


Iniquity, he has proceeded to ridicule the AL 
fiſtance of the Holy Ghote. 

But to come to his Argument,— 
but Certainty, He ſays, can juſtify the Pro- 
teſtant Churches in their Conduct, with Rela- 
tion to the Affair of Subſcription. 


does he mean by Certainty ? Now is He playing 
ſome Trick, and foiſting upon us one Word for 
Another. —By Certainty He means Infallibility; 
and that We cannot have the former, without 
the latter. That This is his Meaning is plain 
from another Paſſage, viz. © But did They 
[the 


2 Old Whig. Numb. 134. p. 1. c. 2. 


He had 
before ridiculed the Aſſiſtance of the Son of 
Man, and now, to fill up the Meaſure of his 


ad 


What 
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[the Proteſtants] univerſally renounce this 
Authority [i. e. 1:fallib:lity] They condemned 
in the Church of Rome? No. They claimed 
it Themſelves under the Softer Name of Cere 7 
tainty *”, 
His Argument therefore i is This If you 
have not Certainty, you have 10 Authority to 
require Subſcription to Articles of Religion, nor 
to preſcribe Terms of wifible Communion ; And 
if you claim Certainty, you claim Infallibi- 
tity. This muſt be His Argument: For if 
We can have Certainty without Irfallib:lity, 
then that Certainty will be ſufficient to 51 
Proteſtants in their Conduct, with Regard to 
Subſcription. 
Now, whether He knows it or not, He is 
pleading with the Church of Rome, and uſing 
the very ſame Argument againſt Us, that the 
Papiſts do. — He is ſiding with Them; and, 
however ſtanch an Advocate He would be 
thought for the See He is here 495 


A. 


2 


A 


* 


” 
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A 


« 
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We diſclaim folly. We can never be cer- 
tain that the Church of Rome hath erred; and 
therefore that our Separation from them muſt 
reſolve into Humour, Fancy, Fickleneſs, and 
aun upported Perſuaſion This is an old and fa- 


yourite Argument cf Theirs; and it is ſuch an 
H one 
»old Whig. Numb. 134 P. 2. c. 1. | 


8 
. 2» ave * „ 


114 The Church of England vindicated, &c. 


one that I don't know how our Author, upon 


her Principles, can anſwer. If He grants to 


Them, that he cannot have a proper Certainty in 
any Caſe, without having Inzfalhbihty ; I don't 
ſee He has any Thing elſe to do but to ſhake 
Hands with the Papiſis, and go to Maſs; or 
elſe to remain a Proteſtant upon a mere unſup- 
ported Perſuaſion, acknowledging Himſelf to 
have no certain Grounds tor his Separation, but 


to be uncertain whether He ought to be a 


Proteſtant or a Papiſt— Indeed, Indeed, good 
Sir, you ſhould read a little more, and look fur- 


ther into Things, before you appear in Public ; | 
or elſe you will only run into Blunders, and be- 


tray your Ignorance. 

Give me Leave to tell you, What I find will 
be News to you, that the very Ground and 
Baſis of the Reformation, and on which the 
Proteſtant Cauſe ſtands, is, that there may be a 


proper Certainty in Matters of Faith, Doctrine, 


and Diſcipline, without Jyfallibility. 
Whatever the Author of the Dedication to 
the Pope might think, Who farcaſtically fays— 


e You cannot err in any Thing you determine, 


* and We never db. that is, in other Words, 
* You are infallible, and We always in the 


* right *”; yet, with this Gentleman's good | 


Leave, tis one Thing to be witry, and another 


to rraſon: And notwithſtanding His Smartneſs, 
there is a very wide Difference between an Aſſu- 


rance that We cannot err, and a ſufficient Cer- 
tainty that We d not err: The Former is Po- 


* STEEL's Ded. to the Pope, P. 2. 
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hiſb Infallibility, the Latter is Proteſtant Cer- 
tainty; And the Difference between them will 
be {till the ſame, whether ſome People can fee 
it or not ; as there would be ſtill the ſame Ob- 
jects in the World, tho' Men were blind 
We may have a /#jfcient Certainty that We do 
not err in any given Gaje, without having an 
Aſſurance that We cannot err in That, or an 

other Caſe whatſoever ; Otherwiſe no Chriſtian 
would have any /aficient Rule of Faith or Con- 
duct. The Scriptures would be a mere dead 
Letter : For if We cannot have ſufficient Cer- 
tainty of the Meaning of any Paſſage in Scrip- 
ture, becauſe We have not Ifallibility; then 
We have no certain Rule to go by ; but muſt 
believe and act only by Fancy, Conjecture, or 
uncertain Opinion, ——- This is an unavoida- 
ble Conſequence from our Author's Argument ; 
and for which He may chance to receive the 
Thanks of Papiſts, Deifts, and Sceftics. 

The Ground of that Certainty which the 

Church of England, and All Proteſtaut Churches 
pretend to, is, moral Evidence; A Certarnty 
which aries from the plain Diftates of Reaſon, 
which This Writer, in order to inſinuate that 
we deduce it from the extraordinary Influence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, aſſerts that We have been /© 
good as never to pretend to, It is That Cer- 
tainty which governs all the grand Affairs of 
the World, and without which, there would 
be mo Rule of Condutt ſuſficient to proceed upon 
in any Affair of Life; A Certainty, which tho 
it be not mathematical, nor netafby/ical Demon- 
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gration, the Certainty of Science, yet is Cer- 
tainty enough tor all the Purpoſes of Faith; and 
as much as is requiſite in Order to maintain all 


the Authority claimed by Proteſtants, not only 
in this Caſe of Subſcription, which is only 


preſcribing Terms of Admiſſion to the Office of 
Public Teachers, but even in that Branch of 
their Authority which relates to preſcribing 


Terms of viſible Communion. It is ſufficient that 
They have that moral Evidence for the Truth 


of what They preſcribe, and the Expediency 
of preſcribing it, to which Kind of Evidence, 


God hath been pleaſed fo to order both our Re- 
hioious and Secular Affairs, as to lay us under a 
| Neceſſity, in moſt Caſes, of ſubmitting, and 

thereby to make it our Duty to act upon it 


It is Moral Certainty, the Medium between 


Scefriciſin on one Hand, and Popiſb Infallbility 


on the other. 
And thus We get clear of this Writer's Po- 


ih Argument, to make Uſe of which, is no 


very promiſing Mark of a Conſiſtent Pro- 


teftant If He be what He calls Himſelf, 
let Him either allow there may be Mora] Cer- 
tainty, ſuch a Certainty as is ſufficient to main- 
tain Proteſtant Authority, without Infallibility; 
or let Him z2/#:/y if He can, our Separation 
irom the Church of Rome. N 

: XVI, 

How That can be a right and vindicable 
Method [vz. requiring Subſcription to Arti- 
cles of Religion] to promote Conſent in true 
* Religion, which All Parties of Chriſtians have 

a5 of 
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* a Right to make Uſe of, to promote Conſent in 
* Anti-chriſtien Errors, will require exquiſite 
skill to prove *. — All which / rea- 
fon:ng reſolves into this wife Propoſition, vis. 
that becauſe a Practice may be abu/ed to the 
promoting Evil, inſtead of Good, when it hap- 
_ pens to be in the Hands of bad, or miſtaken 
Men; therefore it requires exquijite Skill to preve 
ſuch a Practice to be right and vindicable in 
7t-/elf, or in the general. Why, it may be 
ſo, according to this Gentleman's Notion of 
exquiſite Skill in proving, Who, I ſuppoſe, mea- 
ſures every Thing by his own Standard, = 


| XVII. 


The Corruptions of Religion, He ſays, © Cen- 
* ter in This as their Common Root, vig. de- 
* ſerting the only fare and infallible Rule, and 
© ſetting up other Falſè and zmag/nary Rules in 
ee the Place of it; debaſing and perplexing 
* Religion by unwarranted Additions N. And 
in another Place He cries out in an enthuſiaſtic 
Fury— © The Gnz/t of thus transforming and 
« obſcuring Chriſtianity zs yours, O Ye Reverend 
© Clergy. 
« and adulterating the Chriſtiam Faith, have 
* obſcured this Heavenly Light. You 
© have made it a Religion fit only for /#5#/- 
« Brains and Metaphyfical Heads, &c. 


\ 


AA 


All which is Nothing but Ting. We are here 


x7? „ 


old Whig, Numb. 135. P. 1. e. 2: "4+ Nod. 
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You by enlarging, altering, 
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concerned only with the Clergy of the Church of 
Ergland; And if They have been guilty of all 
This let Him point out in What Articles, and 
in What Manner, and He will ſay Something ; 3 
but while he only declaims in Generals, tis only 
a random Shot, and hits no Mark; it hurts 
Nobody but the Author Himſelf; it proves No- 
thing but that He will calumniate, where He 


cannot Convict, 


And They who thus perplex, and adulterats : 
cripture, do it (fays we under Prefence © of 


* amending and improving what God muſt 
ebe ſuppoſed to have left incorrect and unfi- 


% miſh'd; or of Adorning what infinite Wiſ= | 


« dom has left too rough and unpolſhed *” 
Folly and Impudence, and Nothing more! 
Or elſe under Pretence, ſays He, of Ex- 


«© plaining what God had left confuſed, and 


c ſcarce mnelligible F. Will He aſſert 
that no Paſſage of Scripture, at preſent, wants 
Explaining to any One! 
the Church of Rome again Chri/t hath 
faid, for Inſtance, Thrs 1s my Body; And when 
the Po piſts have made Uſe of This, to prove 
75 — — does it want no Explaining, 
to ſhew it conſiſtent with the Proteſtant Notion 
of the Euchariſt? And the like may be faid 
of all Parts of Scripture which have been cor- 
rupted, or miſunderſtood. The Scriptures were 
clear enough at firſt, but they have been 1 
underſtocd and corrupted, have been ob/cured by 
tal Ghe ofſes and Interpretations, and therefore 

require 
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require True Ones to make them clear again, 
and to &/#pate the Obſcurity which Others have 
thrown over them The Attempt there- 
fore is to explain, not what God has % con- 
fuſed, but what Man has made fo. | 

He adds, that They pretend alſo, © to fp 
« port and guard, by new Props and Barriers, 
*© what the Omuipotent Governor of Mankind 
< has given out too va d and defenceleſs *”.— 
But as long as Men are able to corrupt Doc- 
trines, fo long will it be prudent, and neceſ- 
fary, by a right Interpretation, to guard as Ma- 
ny» as poſſible from being led away by ſuch 
Corruptions. Theſe Guards do not render the 
Original Doctrine more obſcure, but preſerve 
its Original Plainneſs. And to inſinuate, as if 
God's Ommpotence had left no Neceſſity for 
Man's Caution, ſhews only that He is reſolved 
to ſay Something, tho' it be Nothing to the 
Purpoſe. Since God has created Men Free-A- 
gents, it muſt be in their Power to /, or abuſe 
the Favours which God hath granted Them; 
and it is therefore impoſſible that God ſhould 
have revealed any Thing ſo clearly, as to leave 
no pgſſiblèe Room for Men to pervert, or differ 
about it. — It is not in the Power of Om- 
nipotence itſelf to work Contradiions and 
in the Power of nothing ht’ Omnipotence, to 
ſtop the Clamorous Mouth of an Old Whig. 

He complains that Creeds and Articles are 
© not framed and compiled in the Words of the 
Original Revelation, or Scripture Propoſi- 
e ha H4 tions 

Old Whig. Numb, 137. Pp. 1. c. 1, 1 * 
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«© tions *, that is, in Greet +; for that 
would be the Caſe, if they were framed and 
compiled in the Words of the _— Revelation, 


which I ſuppoſe He did not Khow 


ons of the Original Revelation, not the Words 
of it, which are what He here contends for. 
And They who do not underſtand the Original 

Languages, would as much believe upon Credit 
(to uſe our Author's Phraſe) were They to de- 


clare their Aſſent to Creeds or Articles com- 


piled in the Words of the Engh/h Scriptures, 


as They do now when They aflent to Creeds 


or Articles compiled in other Engh/h Words. 
Well then, our Author is for having Greek 
Creeds, and fo is here again pleading with the 
Papiſts tor Worſhip in an unknown Tongue— 
Another Mark of a Conſiſtent Proteſtant ! 


X VIII. 


« Suppoſing the XXXIX Articles, which is 


* a very large Suppofition, be all of them Doc- 
© trines of True Religion, yet the impoſing 
© them by Synodical Authority, is no proper 
« Means to propagate an univerſal Belief of, and 

8 | Con- 


* Old Whig, Numb 137. p. 1. col. 2. 

+ St. Matthew's Goſpel having been written originally in 
Hebrew, and that Original being loſt ; Nothing in Creeds, &c. 
according to our Author, muſt be taken out of St. Matthews 
Goſpel, becauſe we cannot have the Yords of that original Re- 
velation; And if we had, Part of our Creeds muſt be in Hebrews 
and part in Greek. Ei „ 


It He 
means the Exgliſb Scriptures, they are only 
Tranſlations, and fo ſtill are but Interpretati- 


9 
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“ Conſent in them, becauſe—their affirming, 
« that This may be proved by Scriptures, and 
% That is expreſſed in the Homily of Juftifica- 
tion, is really de/froyzng the Credit of their 
ce own Authority, and even warning Thoſe 
© who are to /ub/cribe them, not to believe them 
ce on their Authority, but ſending them to the 
& Scriptures and the Homilies for Satisfacti- 
on. — What! is there no proper 
Means to procure a Belief and Conſent, with- 
out requiring Inplicit Faith ? The Church re- 
quires Subſcriptions to the Articles, becauſe they 
may be proved by Scripture; And 1s not This 
the ſureſt and mel proper Means to procure 
Aſſent 2— | „ 5 1 
But our Author has here his Old Mi gſortune 
of running into a Contradiction, and making 
both Sides of it Objections to the Church. 

It has been all along the Burden of his Song, 
that the Church of England, in requiring Sub- 
ſcription to the XXXIX Articles oſ Religion, 
7mpoſes them upon Men's Belig, and requires 
Aſſent to them upon her own Authority; that 
the © Reverend Clergy require Men to believe 
* upon Credit ; And then, _ becauſe it is im- 
poſſible to procure Belief this Way, He argues 
for laying Subſcription aſide, as not anſwering 
the Purpoſe. But now, in direct Contradiction 
to all This, He urges, that the Church does 
not demand Aſſent upon Her own Authority, 
but ſends the Sub/eribers to the Scriptures for 

| Sa- 
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135. Pe 2. C. 2. , | 


122 The Church of England vindicated, &e. 
Sati faction; and then draws the fame Con- 


cluſion from this Part of the Contradiction, as 
He did from the other, viz. that Zherefore re- 


quiring Subſcriptions is no proper Means of pro- 
curing Conſent. 

But however, as Virgil ſaid of Ennius, We 
may pick Something good out of a Dung bil 
Magna eft Veritas & prevalebit—— The Truth 
will out. We have here in this Paſſage 
A Confeſjion from our Author, that the Church 


of England doth not coin Articles of Faith * 


nor aflume and vſurp a Power over the Conſci- 


ences of Men- p, nor lay her own Articles of Faith 


on the Conſciences of Others * ; that the XXXIX 
Articles are not offered as Human Articles of 
#Faith**, but Scripture Truths; that the Church 
hath not deſerted the only ſure and infallible 


Rule ++, nor requires Any One to believe upon 
Credit I, (as He is pleaſed to expreſs it;) All 


which, and the like, He has over and over a- 
gain aſſerted; But that She, on the contrary, 
requires Aſſent to her Articles, becauſe they 
may be proved by Scripture, making That the 
only ſure and infallible Rule, And even warning 
Thoſe Who are to ſubſcribe them (our Author's 
own Confeſſion) not to believe them on their 
Authority (z. e. upon Credit) hut ſending Them 


to the Scriptures for Satisfaction. — This is 


a Full Confutation of Himſelf, at the Expence 
of many Contradictions, and all his fine Rheto- 


© . 
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rical Flouriſhes and Declamations . But it 
was deſigned as a Reflection upon the Church, 
and (to uſe an Expreſſion of Phleleutherns Lip- 

2 its juſt and immediate Puniſhment was 
_ Blunaer. ES 


XIX. 


« How the Chriſtian Church ſhould beConfti- 
* tured, and What are the Qualifications which 
intitle to the Common Privileges of it, are, 
e in Reaſon,Points not to be ſettled by any Hu- 
* man juriſdiction, but to be determin'd only 
© by the Founder and Head of the Church. 
* And therefore appointing unwarranted 
Terms of Communion is Prejumption 


* and Impiety x. 

As our Lord left the Government of the Vi- 
ble Church to the Apoſtles, it follows, that 
He left Them All the Power which is neceſſary 
in order to the due Exerciſe of that Govern- 


ment: And as a Legiſlative Authority, or an 


Authority of preſeribing Laws and Rules about 
external Communion, determining what are the 


9ralifications which ſhould entitle to the Com- 


mon Privileges of it, is a Power neceſſary in 


order to the due Exercife of that Government, 


and even to the Being of a Vihble Church; it 
follows, that Chriſt the Founder and Head of the 
Church left ſuch a Legiſlative Authority to the 
Apoſtles, as Governors of the Yifible Church. 


2 old Whig. Numb, 137. P. 1. e. 2. 
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Now then let me ask our Author a Queſtion 
Or t W 0 — — | 


Are thoſe Laws and Rules about external Com- 
munion, thoſe Qualiſications which intitle to the 
Common Privileges of it, which we find deter- 


mined in the Writings of the Apoſtles; Are 


Theſe, I fay, „ettled by an Human Furiſdliction, 
and therefore unwarranted Terms of Commu- 
nion, or are they not? If He ſays they are, 
then his Charge of Preſumption and Impiety 


will fall upon Thoſe, to Whom He owes more 


Reſpect. If he fays they are not, for that 


the Juriſdiction of the Apoſtles was not merely 


Human, as being an Authority delegated to 


Them by Chrift the Founder and Head of the 


Church; then 1t will follow, that thoſe Laws 
and Rules, thoſe Qualfications which intitle to 
the common Privileges of it, are, in Effect, de- 
termined, not by any Human Furiſdiction, but 


by the Juriſdiction of Chriſt, the Founder and 


Head of the Church. 

If it be faid, that the Apoſtles, in preſcrib- 
ing Rules and Orders, Fc. were infallibly and 
immediately directed by the Holy Spirit, and 
conſequently that it cannot be inferr'd from 


thence, that the ordinary Governors of the 


Church have this Power ; and therefore that 
They muſt make no Laws but what are already 
authoriſed by the Apo/tes ; 

I anſwer ſuppoſing that the Apoſtles, 
in preſcribing Rules and Orders, acted always 
by the immediate Direction of the Spirit; yet 
I would obſerve, that their Authority is one 
2 | Thing, 
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Thing, and their Direction in the Exerciſe of 
that Authority, another. Tho their Aſitance 


in the Exerciſe of this Authority was exfr ao. 
nary, yet the Authority itjelf by which the A- 
poſtles acted in theſe Cafes, was the /ame Ord;- 

nary Authority which They had as Rulers of 
Chriſts Church, and which They delivered 
down to their Szccefſors; And when the Ex- 
rraordinary Aſſiſtance ceaſed, the Ordinary Au- 

thority did nevertheleſs remain. 
As They ſucceeded the Apoſtles in the Ga- 
vernment of the Viſible Church, They muſt 
conſequently have all that Authority which is 
neceſſary to the Governing of it, according to 
the Variation of Times and Circumſtances, All 
that Power which is of conflant and ſtanding 
e in the Church, muſt belong to the Governors 
of it, as long as the Church Subſiſts: Now an 
Authority to preſcribe ſuch Laws about exter- 
nal Communion, as ſhall, from Time to Time, 
appear conducive to Peace and Orger, is an Au- 
thority which is zeceſ/ary to the Government of, 


and is of landing and perpetual Uſe in the Vig- 


ble Church, yea to the very Being of it ; There- 
fore this Power muſt belong to the Governors 
of the Viſiblè Church, as long as it ſubſiſts on 


Earth, which, by a Promiſe of the Founder and 


Head of it, will be even unto the End of the 
„ | PE 

But for further Satisfaction as to the Objection 
I have here briefly ſpoken to, I ſhall refer to a 


very 


* Conf. PoTTER on Church Govern, c. 4. P. 127, &c. and 
E · 5 P · * | 
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very Learned and Judicious Author Who hath 
very particularly conſidered it “. But They 
have been told theſe Things an hundred Times 
over; notwithſtanding which, They are ever 
declaiming upon the ſame Topics, without any 
Regard to what hath been ſaid; which plainly 
ſhews, that They are 94/#;nately reſolved to ad- 
here to their o/d Errors, with their wonted Stub- 
bornneſs, and are not capable of being convinced 
by all the Powers of Truth and Argument. 


. 


He tells you, that the Infidels © conſtantly 
* treat the Clergy with Scorn and Contempt, re- 
< preſent and reproach them as an abandorn'd 
* worthleſs Set of Men, aiming at the Liberties 
<« of the reſt of Mankind, and under Hiri- 
ce tual Pretences ſetting up a ſecular Intereſt of 
* their own, upon the Ruins of Truth and 
2 Righteouſneſs, and every Thing that is dear 
and valuable in the World. And What 
* (fays He) have the Clergy done to deſerve 
te this Treatment ? What indeed! Why, 
They have defended. Chriſtianity againſt Theſe 
Infidels, that abandoned worthleſs Set of Men, 
Who under a Pretence of maintaining Liberty, 
are for deſtroying the Chriſtian Church, and ſet- 
ting up the Infidel Intereſt upon the Ruins of 
Teak, Rrighteouſneſs, and Revelation, and in 
Spite of God and Man; Who are for ſinking 
the Order of Chriſt's Prieſthood, and, in the 
Room 
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Room of it, are for raifing another for Epicu- 
rus, or Jupiter, or Baal; and inſtead of the 
preſent reachers of Chriftianity, are for having 
an equal Number of Reverend, and Right Reve- 
rend Preachers of Atheiſm ! 

But as to the Reproaches of theſe Infidel —— 
the Clergy have as little Regard to them, as They 
Have to this Writer and his Papers. 

Can the Clergy, fays He, be ignorant of the 
* Reaſons of the Contempt They are un- 

* No Sir, The Clergy, I dare fay, 
know very well wh y They are reproach'd by In- 
fidels; Put therefore Thy . Reproach, becauſe 
They truſt i in the living They are con- 
tent: I is enough fir eq Bent that he be as 
his Maſter, . the Servant as vis Lord: And 
if They have called the Maſter of the Houſe 
Beelechub ; how much more all Th hey call Them 
F his Houſhold + +? The Clergy wonder not 
that the Infidels "revile 7 hem, for They know 
that They hit in the Face of Chr; 705 25 If. 
They ſuffer no more than their Betters have 
a for [6 1151 rfecuted They the Prophets Who 
were before 
Can the ls (fays He) * imagine that 
© They can in erve the Cauſe of penuine 
"8 Chrif /Hianity, "till that Contempt be remo- 
« ved F*"? Yes, They can ; For They 
can imagine that the only Way to ſerve the 
Cauſe of genuine Chrifti zanity, is to bear this Con- 
tempt, Without removing it; ſince there is no 


Way 
* Old Whig. Numb. 135. p. 2. .. I Tim. iv. 10. 
Matth. x. 25. ** v. 2. Old Whig. Numb. 
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May of removing it, without giving up genuine 
Chriſtianty. ls 
But is our Author really fo very weak, as to 
make this Contempt, and theſe Reproaches of 
the 1y/idels, an Argument for the Clergy to lay 
afide the Practice of requiring Subſcriptions ? 
The Clergy know, as well as He, that Infidels, 
Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, are angry with 
Ther upon this Account, becauſe it is Subver- 
ve of their Schemes; But 7herefore it is that 
They continue it. If the Reproaches of this Sort 
of People, be an Argument for laying afide any 
Part of Authority, which is uſeful 4 the Pre- 
| ſervation of genuine Chriſtianity ; it is as good 
an Argument to lay afide Chrięianity itſelf; For 
till they do That, the Injidels will never ceaſe to 
Reproach Them. | 
But hear Him The Clergy aſſuming a 
e Power over Conſcience muſt neceſſarily deſtroy 
« their Influence with all wiſe and thinking 
«© Men *“, vis, the Infadels, for of Them it 
is He is ſpeaking, as contemning the Clergy 
But All 27 and thinking Men (among Whom 
I confeſs I do not, with this Writer, rank the 
Tnfidels) know, that the Clergy aſſume no ſuch 
Power ; But that This is only a Calumny of thoſe 
unwijfe unthinking Infideis, and our unwiſe un- 
thinkins Author. - The Influence of the 
Clergy therefore will be agſtroyed only with 
ſuch weak and obſtinate Men as Theſe, and 
ſuch Who take This, and the like falſe Accuſa- 
tions upon Truſt, without examining into the 


Truth 
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Truth of them: A Thing which the Clergy 
have 700 much Reaſon to complain of. 

He adds, the Clergy © continuing to impoſe 

* Subſcriptions muſt be deteſted by All that 
love Freedom and Liberty of Enquiry, and 
* know that True Religion can never be jup- 
* ported without it *”, Al who love Free- 
dom and Liberty of Enquiry, know, that re- 
quiring Subſcription in the Way the Church of 
England does, hinders not that Freedom and Li- 
berty of Enquiry. If it does, how comes it to 
paſs, that ſo many Books, Pamphlets, and News- 

Papers, of very great Freedom and Liberty of 

Enquiry, are publiſhed and propagated thro' 

the Kingdom, by this Author's w/e and think- 

ing Infidels, and ſome of them, for the Good- 
neſs of em, perhaps by this Author Himſelf ?--- 

So that This is arguing in the very Face of com- 
mon Experience, and Fact. But it is a 
natural Queſtion to ask —— What theſe Lovers 
of Freedom and Liberty of Enquiry have done 
towards the Support of True Religion? — And 
ſo much for our Author's 2 and thinking In- 


dels. | 


XXI. 


« This Practice (ſays He) of requiring Sub- 
«© ſcription, occaſions great Tgſincerity and fcul 
© Prevarication amongſt Many of the Subſcrib- 
« ing Clergy themſelves, and brings ſuch a 
* Scandal and Reproach upon their Cloth and 
« Character, as muſt fink their Reputation — 


A 
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< the Judgment of All thoughtful Men, and 
greatly prevent their good Influence and Uke- 
= wines *”. 

It is ickſome to be obliged ſo often to put the 
Man in mind, that there is no Argument from 


the Abilſe of a Practice, right and neceſſary in 
the general, to the Diſiſe of it.— If this be an 


Argument againſt reguiring Subſcription, it is 
equally ſtrong againſt requiring Oaths, which 


occaſion more [nfncerity and foul Prevarica- 
tion, with the Addition of Perjury, than Sub- 
ſcription does. 

That Some are inſincere, and prevaricate in 
this Teſt of Subſcription, is too true to be de- 
nied, and too wicked for Any Honeſt Man long 
to defend: But 1 apprehend the Scandal and 
Reproach of ſuch unrighteous Dealing reſts upon 


the Character of Thoje only Who practiſè it, and 


affects neither the Cloth, nor the Charabker of 
Such Who Subſcribe in Sincerity and Truth. 

This Inſincerity and foul Prevarication are 
not the Faults of Subſcription, but the Faults 
of the Men ; And if the Wickedneſs of Men, 
in abuſing a Law, be a ſufficient Reaſon for ab. 
rogating Such Law, no Law would be in 
Force. To the Men therefore let the Remedy 
be applied; tis a Crime, I own, that calls aloud 
for Redreſs, an  Triquity to be ' puniſhed by the 
Tudges ; and whatever Puniſhment our Author 
ſhall pleaſe to aſſign to it, He ſhall not have 
Me for an Adverſary: But to talk of abohſhing 
a Practice, becauſe Some Men will thereby be 

made 
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made criminal, is the Same as to adviſe the A. 
 boliſhment of all Laws, thereby to prevent the 
Mal-Practice of Some Lawyers; or, as if He 
{ſhould propoſe to pull down Weſtminſter Hall, in 
Order to reform the Courts there. 9 

But as bad as this Practice of /raudulent Sub- 
fcription is; I will tell Him of Another which 
He has not named, and is ſtill worſe, and That 
is, /uſtifying this fraudulent Subſcription by 
Rules of Art : For there is as much Difference 
berween them, as there is between committing 
a Crime, and juſtifying it upon Principle A 
Thing, which Honeſt Mr. Wa1sTox ſcorned 
and reclaimed againſt F, which the Prudent 
Dr. CLARKE gave up r, which Mr. JacxsoN 
was once going about |, but wiſely went about 

ſomething elſe, And which the Worthy Mr. 
SYKES hath twice defended ||, © that is, (fays 
« Mr, WHISTON) He has twice endeavoured 
« to waſh a Blackmore white. And I hope 
« He will 7zmely repent (and I hope fo too) of 
ce thoſe too Pamphlets, which He formerly 
« wrote to encourage Himſelf, and Others of 
ce the Clergy, to leave the Paths of Uprightneſs, 
cc fo walk in the Ways of Darkneſs . 
But to return to our Author. 

“Nothing (ſays He) is more abſolutely cer- 
ain than that the Generality of our Clergy do 


I 2 Io: 


* ig. Obſervations on Dr. CLARK E's Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity in the fir/? Appendix to the fifth Volume of Primi- 
tive Chriſtianity revived. The ſame may alſo be ſeen as it is 
tranſcribed into his Hiftorical Memoirs of Dr. CLARKE. p. 31- » 
33. Ed. 2. + Wulst. Hiſt. Mem. p. 66, 67. and Wa- 
TERLAND's Caſe of Arian Subſcription p. 5, 6. Ed. 2. 

T Wulst. Hiſt. Mem. p. 67, &c. | | WHIsT. 
Hiſt, Mem, p. 71. * Tbid. p. 72. | 
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c not believe the Articles They ſubſcribe, in any 
e proper literal Senſe. Some Subſcribe them for 
the fame Reaſon that Our City Magiftrates 
* count Hob-nails in Weſtminſter Hall, merely : 
te becauſe 7mpoſed by the State, ; c.. 
Now with what Front can He aſſume and 
uſurp ſuch a Knowledge of the Conſciences of 
Men, as to affert, fo boldly, that the Generality 
of the Clergy do not believe the Articles They 
Subſcribe ? Has He received the Very Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? the Gift of diſcerning Spirits ? 
Or has the Generality of the Clergy made this 
Worthy Gentleman their Confeflor ? This is 
uſurping the Prerogative of Him Who is the 
only Searcher of Hearts, and deſerves Rebuke 
rather than an Anſwer. This is claiming a 
Power greater than any of which He has ac- 
cuſed the Church cf England; And therefore 
aſter This, let Him, on Ss Subject of extrava- 
gant Power, for ever hold his Peace! 
There may be Some, there may be too Many 
Who Subſcribe as this Man repreſents it ; But 
I hope, and for ought He can know, the Gene- 
rality of the Clergy are better Men; and will, 
if They cannot Subſcribe in the intended Senſe 
of the Church, not Subſcribe at all. Our Au- 
thor then may anſwer for His Own Friends 
and Acquaintance, but let Him go no further; 
for amongſt Them chiefly, I apprehend, Such 
Hob-nail Subſcribers are to be found. 
I paſs over his more abſolutely certain, i. e. a 
Degree higher than the higheſt He never 
| meddles 


* Old Whig. Numb. 135. P. 1. c. 2. 
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meddles with the Clergy but (like the Free- 


thinker again) Nonſenſe is his Expiation for it. 
But to ſhew you that Nonſenſe is no Rarity <7 


in our Author, take the following Sentence. 


«© Men of Integrity, (ſays He) are either forced 
ce to Subſcribe them with d:/honourable Reſer- 
« vations, &c. . that is, Men of Tnteg- 


rity, are Men of no Integrity at all; For I 
would feign know, what Truft is to be put in 


that Man's Integrity, who will Subſcribe with 
diſhonourable Reſervations, in a Caſe of ſo folemn 
Importance? Is it not to be expected, that All 


Oaths, Promiſes, and Securities, will as eafily 


be taken and ſubſcribed by Such an One, with 
diſhonourable Reſervations ? ——— Yet This is 
Our Author's Man of Integrity! But for 
what Reaſon can it be, that He is here palliating 
the very Crime with which He had been before 
accuſing the Clergy? I darefay it is forthe Sake of 
ſome Old Friend of His, ſome d:ſhonourable Man 
of Integrity or other, that He has thus run his 
Head againſt common Senſe—— That which 
before was Infncerity, and foul Prevarication, 
may now, it ſeems, be conſiſtent with Integri- 
fy !——— Is not this a fit Man now, think ye, 
to write againſt Creeds and Articles! It 
would be a much fitter Employment for Him, 
to go count Hobnails in Weſtminſter Hall, —— 


XXII. 
« So ready are the remporiſing Part of the 


v Clergy to comply with Sud/crrp ä 


* Old Whig. Numb. 135. p. 2. c. 1. 
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4 * Oaths at any Rate, that there is now a fand. 


ing Proverb to their Reproach, on this Ac- 


< count, current in the Nation *.. There 


may be a great many Aſſertions current in the 


Nation, which do not come up to the Standard 
of T; 54 | As bad as Some of the Clergy may 


be (and there are bad Men in all Profeſſions, not 
excepting this Author's, whatever it be) it 
would become Him to be a little more ſparing 


of his Cenſures; and not to reduce the Clergy to 


the very loweſt Claſs of Profligates, by thus 


bluntly aſſerting, that They will comply, not « 


only with Sub/criptions, but with Oarhs, at any 
Rate, that is, be guilty of w{ful and deliberate 
Perjury ; unleſs He could prove 1t. He ſhoots 
his Bolts at random (and there are ſome Bolts 


that are ſoon ſhot) and ſo he is ſaſe; But ſhould 


He ſay of any particular Perſon, what He 


here ſays of a Number, He might chance to 
pay for his Folly. And, as to there being 
a landing Proverb againſt T hem, if every One 

was to be condemned by every ſanding Proverb 
that may be againſt Him I would re- 
commend it to this Gentleman, to read over the 
whole Book of Solomon. 

As to the Jemporiſing Part of the Clergy, fo 
far as they do Temporiſe where They ought not, 
I have nothing to fay for Them. 


To Temporije in Religious Matters, to compli- 
ment a Patron at the Expence of Conſcience, to 
make Chriſtianity give way to a ſecular Inte- 
= ft, and for the ſake of Preferment to be re- 
gardleſs 


* Old Whig. Numb. 135. P. 1. c. 3. 
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gardleſs of the General Good of their Brethren, 
and the Public Honour of the Chriſtian Church, 
or even to /t filent when the Good of their 
Church, their Religion, or their Country calls 
upon Them to Ke is ſo mean, ſo abject, and 
ſo worched, that the highe/t Preferment, whether 


in Clergy or Laity, will no more juſtify the 
Actions, than it will skreen the Men from the 
juſt Indignation and Contempt of Thoſe, Who 


keep their hw Stations with Integrity and Ho- 
neſty; and Who may fay with Portius to the 
Roman Senator. : 


*Tis not in Mortals to command Succeſs, 


But We'll do more, Sempronius, MWelldeſerve it. 


This Author's Charge of Temporiſing is not 


the general Caſe of the Clergy. They who are 


guilty — Their Folly be on their Head! It af- 


fects not Thoſe Who are of a contrary Charac- 


ter. And I hope there are Numbers ſtill left 


who have not bowed the Knee to Baal; Num- 
bers ſtill left (tho' probably not of the 0 
Whig's Acquaintance) Who, if Balak would 
give Them his Houſe full of Silver and Gold, 
would not go beyond the Word of the Lord their 
God, to do Leſs or More; Who would not be 
bribed to obey Any Man in a wicked or diſho- 
nourable Thing, upon Account of his being 
able to promote Them to Honour; content, that 


it is tbe Lord Who hath kept Them back from 15 


Honour. Numbers J hope remain, Who would 
look upon the Rewards 'of Iniquity, not as 
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tie them to Grandeur, but on the Contrary 
as throwing them barer than the hw Station, 
wherein, their former Fortune placed Them ; 
8 2 their humble Birth, and ſinking Them 
into Greatneſs. 
However If Any of the Clergy are Tem- 
poriſers (tho it will by — Means excuſe Them) 
yet it may not be improper to deſire the Laity 
to recollet— Who made them ſo? Let the 
Laity conſider, Who They were that laid hold 
of their Poverty to bribe Them, and their Am- 
bition to entice Them ! Let the Laity remem- 
ber, if the Clergy were ſo charmed and allured 
with the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory 
of them, Who. They were who. took: Them wp 
into the Mountain, and promiſed.,to.give'Then 
all theſe Things if They world * fall down and 
worſhip Them— And 3 let Them call to 
Mind, Whoſe diſtinguiſhing Character it is, ta 
be both Tempter and Accuſer. 
I have now done with this O Whig and the 
Subject I think I have taken Notice of 
eyery Thing which had the Face of an Argu- 
ment; and as to His Buffoonery, it only ſhews 
that He does not know the Difference between 
being Witty, and impudently dull — If He thinks 
proper ever to come forth again, may the Man 
grow Mittier and Niere WT, 
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